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PART    III. 


3l  ROM  this  temporary  death  I  was  at 
14ft  recalled  by  a  found  that  made  me  wifli 
it  had  been  indeed  eternal;  the  voice,  tlie 
tremendous  voice  of  Williams.  Of  what 
horrors  was  my  foul  inftantly  fufceptible  ! 
What  dreadful  images  fwam  before  thofe 
eyes  I  hardly  durfi:  open  !  Fearfully  at 
length  I  caft  them  around — I  fav/  I  had 
been  conveyed  into  the  great  room  of  our 
Recefs ;  facred  once  to  piety  and  inno- 
cence, but  now,  alas  !  the  fhelter  of  ra- 
pine, perhaps  of  murder.  A  number  of 
Vol.  II.  B  ill- 
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ill-looking  ruffians  ftood  ready  to  fulfil 
the  worft  commands  of  their  ferocious 
confederate,  who  with  malignant  joy  con- 
templated two  hopeiefs  vidims  unpitying 
heaven  feemed  co  have  delivered  entirely 
to  his  vengeance.  1  gave  myfelf  up  for 
loft — ntyjef — I  alike  gave  up  Lord  Lei- 
cefter;  who  thus  difarmed  and  furround- 
ed,  coUetled  his  foul  in  filence,  and  re- 
fumed  the  majeftic  air  which  once  could 
awe  even  this  villain  to  fubordination.  I 
every  where  perceived  a  variety  of  inftru- 
ments,  namelefs  to  me,  which  I  confi- 
dered  as  the  means  of  torture  and  of 
death  ;  and  onlyfupplicated  the  Almighty 
to  fpare  us  the  firft,  fince  to  avoid  the 
latter  I  fuppofed  a  fruitlefs  prayer. 

*^  You  fee  at  lail,  cried  the  exulting  vil- 
lain, fortune's  wheej  has  mnde  its  circle, 
and  my  turn  is  come,  Lord  Leicefter. — 
How  could  you  hope  to  conquer  a  man 
whole  all  v^?as  coura2;e  ?  Neither  Sir  Fran- 
cis,  nor  even  Elizabeth,  could  long  con- 
fine one  who  dares  precipitate  himfelf 
into  the  ocean  in  fearch  of  freedom  ;  not, 

added 
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added  he  in  an  ironical  tone,  that  I  fhall 
fail  to  requite  my  obligation  to  you." 

Lord  Leicefter  replied  but  with  a  look; 
a  look  fo  fuperior,  contemptuous,  and 
collecfted,  that  it  wrought  the  rage  of  Wil- 
liams to  a  ftill  higher  pitch  j  who  turned 
towards  me,  malignity  burning  in  every 
fear  of  his  horrid  face,  "  you  are  welcome 
home,  fair  lady,  continued  he,  though 
your  vifit  is  an  unexpedled  favor,  without 
the  idle  train  too  v»/hich  once  attended 
this  idle  favorite.  You  fee  we  have  made 
a  little  free  with  your  hallowed  manfion, 
but  the  faints  take^all  in  good  part.  Do 
you  not  enquire  after  your  fofter-father  ? 
he  would  tell  us  no  tak-s,  nor  will  he  ever 
now  tell  you  one."  Oh  !  Anthony,!  fnud- 
dered  in  filence  for  thee,  thou  venerable 
murdered  friend  1  "  Monfter,  buril  forth 
Lord  Leicefter,  haft  thou  with  unexam- 
}>ied  cruelty  butchered  an  Anchoriie?" 
**  I  always  v;ork  fafely,  returned  he  j  yon 
have  only  faved  me  the  trouble,  for  never 
would  I  have  refted  'till  by  fome  artifice 
I  had  drawn  you  once  more  hither,  and 
B  2  Ggd^ 
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God,  you  fee,  mofl:  gracioufly  has  fent 
you." 

"  Blafpheme  not  thy  Maker,  oh  cruel 
wretch,  fighed  1  in  a  tremulous  accent; 
jud,  though  fevere,  are  all  his  ordina* 
tions  ;  and  lo,  with  fad  fubmiffion,  I  take 
the  death  appointed  me  even  from  thy 
hands." 

"  No,  cried  he,  though  you  are  not  the 
haughty  beauty  I  adored,  yet,  as  the  wife 
of  that  imperious  lord,  you  become  but  a 
more  perfed  means  of  exquifite  revenge." 

The  nature  of  that  revenge  blazed  in 
his  countenance — my  heart  turned  to 
marble  within  me.  I  raifed  my  eyes  tQ-^ 
wards  heaven  in  fpeechlefs  agony,  then 
rivetting  them  on  Lord  Leicefter,  found 
life  recede  too  fad,  for  my  ear  to  diftin^ 
guifli  one  word  of  that  bitter  indignation, 
which  the  voice  it  loved  fo  loudly  uttered, 

lalmod  doubted  whether  myfenfeswere 
indeed  returned,  when  I  found  myfelf  in- 
volved in  impenetrable  darknefs.  The 
piercing  figh  of  fome  one  near  me  was  the 
only  found  that  broke  the  ftillnefs  of  the 
night.  "  If,  cried  I  in  3  feeble  tone,  that 
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is  the  voice  to  which  my  heart  \Vas  born 
to  vibrate>  oh  tell  me,  beloved  Leicefter, 
whether  the  fcene  which  yet  fwims  before 
my  fight  was  real  or  a  vifion  ?'*  *'  Gra- 
cious heaven  !  returned  he  in  a  voice  yet 
more  piercing,  you  breathe  again,  my 
foul's  befl  treafure  !  the  long,  long  faint- 
ing caufed  by  the  threats  of  that  execra- 
ble monfter,  and  v/hich  held  during  your 
removal  into  this  dungeon, gave  me  hopes 
that  you  had  finally  efcaped  a  fate  too  hor- 
rid for  refledion.  Oh  dire  extreme  of 
defpair  and  mifery  when  I  am  condemned 
to  wifli  you  dead !  and  yet  what  el.'e  can 
deliver  you  ? — yet  think  not,  Matilda,  I 
•fear  to  follow  j — ah  no  !  the  bed  blood 
burning  in  this  bofom  fhould  joyfully  em- 
balm youi  but  the  thoughts  of  all  which 
,may  precede  that  moment,  almoft  urges 
me  to  dafli  mv  diftrafled  brain  ao;ain(l 
the  ftones  on  which  I  lie,  and  fhorten  my 
own  fufferings,  fince  hoi.:)lefs  of  averting 
yours."  "  Call  up  your  fortitude,  your 
reafon,your  religion,  returned  I  in  a  firmer 
voice;  (an  emotion  wiiich  united  all  thofe 
fentiments  diffufing  itfelf  through  my 
/Vame)  dare  I  accufe  the  Almighty  of  in- 
i  •     B  ?  iufticer 
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juftice  ?  Will  he,  who  firfl  gave  my  help- 
Jefs  innocence  a  hallowed  fhelter  within 
thefe  walls,  ordain  that  they  fnould  prove 
its  tomb  ?  the  fliades  of  thofe  who  reared 
me  will  furely  rife  in  its  defence."  "  Alas, 
my  love,  fighed  he  in  a  defpairing  voice, 
thefe  vifionary  hopes  mayfoothe  the  mind 
'till  that  fad  mom.ent  nothing  can  avert — 
have  you  forgot  that  even  in  happier 
times  you  hoped  nothing  from  the  vil- 
lain ?'  and  is  this  an  hour  to  expefl  a 
change  ?  Revenge  and  want  have  feared 
his  foul  to  all  humanity.  How,  how 
could  it  ever  efcape  my  memory,  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  fecret  of  the 
Recefs  ?  hov/,  under  fuch  uncertainty, 
durft  I  ever  venture  within  it  ?  but  fhort- 
fighted  man,  folely  employed  in  weaving 
fnares  for  others,  too  late  finds  his  own 
feet  entangled,  and  falls  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  ignoble.  Not  fatisfied  with  heading 
this  fct  of  coiners,  for  fuch  their  apparatus 
proved  them,  the  daring  temper  of  Wil- 
liams breaks  forth  in  acts  of  plunder  and 
barbarity,  and  even  at  this  moment  he  is 
feeking  new  viclims,  though  pofiefiing, 
''jnfoughr,  thofe  he  v/ould  cutof  the  whole 
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world  have  chofen."  "  Shall  we  complain 
Heaven  has  quite  abandoned  us,  refiimed 
I,  when  it  has  given  us  but  one  moinenc 
to  ourfelves  ?  Oh,  Leicefter  !  you  have 
hitherto  found  me  a  tender,  anxious,  fear- 
.ful  woman  ;  but  alas,  I  knew  not  till 
now  the  powers  of  my  own  foul — Abhor- 
rent of  fhame  and  dilhonour,  it  tempts 
me  to  the  mod:  defperate  deeds ;  if  yours 
is  indeed  congenial,  it  furely  underftands 
me }  afiume  a  Roman  courage,  and  fave 
your  wife,  your  fpotlefs  wife,  from  horrible 
pollution."  "  So  much  I  agonize  at  the 
idea,  cried  Lord  Leicefter,  that  were  thefe 

hands  free,  perhaps "    "  and  mine 

too,  added  I,  feeble  as  they  are,  alike  are 
bound  i  yet  furely  defpair  will  give  me 
llrength  to  loofe  them."  The  violent 
efforts   1  made  at   laft    broke   the  flio-ht 

o 

•thong  the  villains  had  thought  more  than 
fufRcient  to  confine  one  in  my  feeble  (la te^ 
and  encouraged  by  my  fuccefs,  I  fought 
Lord  Leicefter.  At  the  moment  I  re- 
ftored  his  liberty,  I  half  revived,  while 
the  fole  ufe  the  tender  Leicefter  could 
make  of  his  arms,  was  to  prefs  me  a 
B  4  thou- 
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thoufand  times  to  his  fwelled  heart,  which 
ahnoft  biirrt  with  anguifh.  I  ftruggled 
againft  all  the  fad  tendernefs  which  throb- 
bed at  my  own.  "  Oh  think  no  more  of 
fove,  cried  I  with  increafing  heroifm,  it 
has  given  place  to  death — lo  worfe  than 
death — rather  imagine  you  hear  this  dun- 
geon once  more  open."-—**  But  can  I 
lift  that  hand,  which  pledged  itfelf  for 
thy  protedlionj  againft  thy  life,  thy  pre- 
cious life  ?  groaned  he — can  I  deface  that 
angel  form,  which  ftill  illumes  my  foul 
through  all  thcfc  complicated  horrors  ? 
j^nd  oh,  our  dear  unborn  !  for  whom  we 
gladly  fufferedj  can  I,  can  1  deftroy  it  ?" 
"  Think,  think  my  love,  returned  I,  that 
we  have  perhaps  this  only  moment — had 
thefe  wretches  left  any  means  of  death  in 
my  own  hands,  do  you  imagine  I  would 
fupplicate  it  from  yours  ?  Strangle  me 
now,  while  darknefs  favours.  Your  wife 
demands  of  you  this  final  proof  of  love 
and  courage;  hers  will  at  leaft  vie  with 
it  j  no  groan,  no  ftruggle,  fhall  ilTuefrom 
a  heart  which  then  will  return  innocent  to 
that  dud  from  which  it  fprung,   devoted 

alone 
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alone  to  the  adored  hufband  with  whole 
image  it  is  doubly  inhabited."  "  Oh, 
matchlefs,  matchlefs  woman  !  cried  my 
Lord,  flooding  my  cheek  with  tears  of 
generous  anguifhj  never,  never  can  it 
be ;  my  fincws  relax  to  childhood ;  your 
unhoped-for  fortitude  totally  fubdues 
mine,  and  melts  my  foul  to  woman's 
weaknefs. — Oh  !  thou  who  gaveft  me  thrs 
angel,  caftft  thou  have  abandoned  her  to 
brutality,  and  me  to  diftraftion  !'* 

A  peal  of  thunder,  which  fliook  the 
fuins  to  their  foundation,  feemed  to  re- 
prove his  boldnefs.  The  livid  lightning 
pervaded  our  dungeon  through  many  a 
time-worn  aperture.  During  every  tre- 
mendous illumination  I  gazed  awe-ftruck 
on  the  pallid  face  of  my  love  J  till  fuddenly 
glancing  around,  I  gave  a  cry  whic?i 
ftartlcd  even  myfelf — glowing,  gafping, 
tranfportedj  yet  Hill  unable  to  fpeak,  £ 
funk  before  my  Lord,  and  clafping  both 
his  hands,  alternately  preft  them  to  my 
heart,  and  lifted  them,  with  mine,  to- 
wards Heaven.  "  What  means  my  be- 
loved ?    exclaimed   he,  in  aKmofl  equal 

fur- 


10         T  H  E    R  E  C  E  S  S,    &c. 

furprife  and  agitation,  has  pitying  Provi- 
dence deprived  her  of  her  fenfcs  ?"  "  Ah 
no,  it  is  God  himfelf  who  has  illumined 
them,  faltered  i  at  laft;  what  dunp-eon 
has  man  yet  difcovercd  the  Almighty 
cannot;  you  have  often  heard,  my  lov^, 
of  one  communication  from  the  Recefs 
to  the  Abbey  :  clofed  up  on  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Marlow,  it  was  never  opened 
after,  nor  was  it  known  to  that  horrible 
villain  Williams  ;  this  difmal  den  con- 
rains  it,  and  we  tread  on  the  only  fpot  in 
the  creation  which  could  fhekcr  us  from 
the  ruffians.  In  the  corner  on  the  right 
hand,  covered  with  lumber,  placed  long 
fince  on  purpofe,  you  will  find  a  trap 
door  J  if  you  have  (Irength  to  raife  rt, 
Itrong  faftenings  will  fecure  it  on  the 
other  fide,  at  leaft  till  we  reach  the  Ab- 
bey. Oh  thou,  added  I,  devoutly  raifing 
my  eyes,  who  alone  couldit  preferve  us, 
continue  thofe  flafnes,  more  welcome 
than  ever  yet  the  fun  vv^as." 

Imprefied  Iblely  with  the  prefcnt  dan- 
ger, it  was  not  till  we  had  defcended 
into  the  vauks,  and  faftened  that  blelTed 

door 
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tJoor  biftween  ourfelves  and  the  banditti, 
^  that  cither  recolkfted  what  we  might  ap- 
prehend at  the  Abbey.  AfTurcd  that  none 
out  an  opulent  owner  could  refidein  a  feat 
fo  fplendid,  we  vainly  racked  imagination 
to  difcover  its  prefent  pofTeflbr;  yet  per- 
fuaded  even  our  worfl:  enemies  would  ref- 
cue  us  with  pleafure  from  a  peril  fo  near- 
ly conne6led  with  themfelves,  we  were 
obliged  to  defy  every  other.  The  houfe- 
keeper's  roomj  into  v/hich  the  pafiage  hd, 
was  empty,  yet  fcattered  furniture,  &c. 
indicated  inhabitants.  I  hailed,  v/ith  tnie 
devotion,  that  power  who  gave  me  once 
more  to  fee  the  foft  lullre  of  the  moon^ 
which  on  the  fubfiding  of  the  ftorm  dif- 
fufed  ferenity.  Retaining  in  his  hand  the 
bar  (which  had  been  one  failening  of  the 
Abbey  entrance)  as  the  only  weapon  in 
his  power.  Lord  Leicefter  followed  my 
trembling  fteps ;  they  turned  intuitively 
to  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Marlow  ;  ah 
that  there  I  could  have  found  her  !  I 
paufed  at  the  door  of  the  anti- chamber, 
and  my  heart  fickenedwithdefpondency — 
knowing  that  there  was  an  imnaediate  ne- 

ceOlty 
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cefllty  for  roufingand  arming  the  whole 
family,yct  convinced  we  mull  atfirftalarm 
them  as  preternatural  beings,  and  after- 
wards, with  the  convi6lion  that  our  efcape 
introduced  a  danger  to  themfelves,  while 
fgnorant  whom  we  were  going  to  appear 
before,  well  might  the  firmefl:  heart  trem- 
ble. Engrofied  by  thefe  various  andaffeft- 
ing  ideas,  I  hardly  heard  a  found,   which 
made  Lord  Leicefter  flart forward  with  an 
eagernefs  that  might  eafily  have  deprived 
me  of  the  little  ftrength  Heaven  had  Uh 
me.     The  anti-chamber  into  which  I  im- 
mediately followed  him  was  dark,  but  in 
the  room  beyond  I  perceived  a  light,  and 
heard  the  voice  of  a  woman  apparently 
fupplicating.    Scarcely  had  I  diftinguifh- 
ed  in  that  of  the  man  who  anfwered  her, 
the   dreaded  Williams,  ere  I   faw   Lord 
Leicefter  ftart  forward,  levelling  the  bar 
with  fo  defperate  a  boldnefs,  that  the  fall 
of  the  villain  afcertained  our  fafety.    In- 
ftantly  fnatching  a  knife  from  the  wretch's 
hand,  he  pointed  it  at  his  bofom,  but  per- 
ceived a  perforation  in  the  brain,  which 
made  hi»  punilhment  as  terrible  as  his 

guilt. 
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guilt,  and  his  death  immediate.  "  Exe- 
crable monfter,  cried  my  Lord,  dropping 
the  knife,  by  unlooked-for  means  Heaven 
at  laft  has  fini(hed  thee." — "  Gracious 
God,  cried  the  lady,  do  I  hear  the  voice  of 
Lord  l^eicefter  !" — Amazed  at  this  difcci- 
very,  and  the  preceding  event,  hardly 
could  my  trembling  limbs  convey  me  into 
the  chamber.  "  Approach,  my  dear  Ma- 
tilda, cried  my  Lord,  never  more  fliall 
this  wretch  appal  thee.  Eternal  juilice 
is  fatisfied  with  one  blow,  nor  need  I  turn 
afiTaflTm,  even  to  him.  Happy  at  the  fame 
moment  in  faving  this  Lady,  endeavour 
to  intereft  her  for  thofe  misfortunes  in 
which  fhe  already  feems  interwoven," — 
*'  Can  Lord  Leicefterever  knowa  misfor- 
tune in  which  1  ajT)  not  interwoven?  cried 
the  lady  J  to  have  received  my  life  from 
his  hands  alone  could  reconcile  me  to  it." 
Had  I  not  known  the  fpeaker  by  her  voice 
to  be  the  fair  Rofe  Cecil,  fuch  language 
mutl  have  afcertained  it :  yet  to  find  our- 
felves  under  the  roof  of  our  moft  mortal 
enemy,  was  a  cruel  ftroke.  "  Is  it  pofiible 
we  fliould  be  in  the  houfe  of  Lord  Bur- 
-  leigh :" 
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leigli  ?"  cried  Lord  Leicen:erdirdainruIIy, 
She,  fighing,  replied,  "  he  fortunate!/ 
is  abfent,  nor  can  you  ever  be  unfafe  in 
any  houfe  where  I  am  miftrefs."  "  You 
know  not  to  whom  you  fpeak,  cried  f, 
in  turn;  alas,  Mifs  Cecil,  do  you  flill  re- 
member the  friendfhip  you  have  fo  often 
profefied  for  the  unfortunate  Matilda  ? 
Ever  has  fne  lamented  the  fad  neceflity  of 
veilins;  her  fate  from  a  heart  lb  noble; 
accept  then,  at  this  unexpeded  moment, 
that  confidence  I  always  longed  to  place 
in  you,  and  tell  me  whether  you  dill  can 
refolve  to  love  her  who  was  the  wife  of 
Lord  Leiceder  long  ere  (lie  faw  you  ?  her, 
who  at  this  moment  renders  him  a  fugitive 
in  his  own  country?"  Mifs  Cecil's  dif- 
trefsful  eyes  wandered  from  him  to  me 
for  fome  moments  in  filence,  then  taking 
a  hand  of  each,  (lie  firft  kiifed,  and  after- 
wards uniting  them,  faid  with  a  Spartaa 
firmnefs,  "  my  friend  !"  but  turning  in- 
nantly  from  him  to  hide  her  glowing 
cheeks  and  impaffioned  tears  in  my  bofom, 
fobbed  our,  ''  my  deliverer  1"  Her  beauty 
(which  was  rendered  more  obvious  by  her 

'  diu 
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difordered  appearance,  the  ruiFian  having 
compelled  her  to  rife  and  half  drefsherfelf) 
her  innocence  and  her  generoHty  appear- 
ed at  lad  a  little  to  affeft  Lord  Leicefter, 
who  had  hitherto  (hewn  her  an  indifference 
almofl:  amounting  to  difgufl.  "  It  remains 
with  you,  Madam,  returned  he  in  a  fofter 
voice,  now  to  become  mine.  Mifs  Cecil 
no  longer  Tees  the  worfiiipped  favourite 
of  an  imperious  Queen.  United  alike  by- 
choice  and  law  to  the  dear  companion  of 
my  dangers,  a  chain  of  occurrences  re- 
duces us  to  efcape  by  unknov/n  means 
from  England  ;  and  with  the  utmoft  dif. 
patch.  Nevcrthelefs,  thofe  even  Eliza- 
beth's rage  might  have  fnared,  were  only 
an  hour  ago  devoted  by  that  lifelefs  viU 
lain.  Efcaped  this  moment  almofr  from 
a  den  of  flaughter,  hardly  can  we  tell 
whether  the  banditti,  of  whom  this  v/as 
the  ringleader,  are  not  novir  furroundina' 
us.  Summon  all  your  courage  and  your 
domcfticsj  and  while  providing  for  your 
own  (afety,  J  need  not  folicit  you  to  re- 
mcm.ber  ours."  "  When  I  forget  it,  may 
I  be  condemned  to  fee  you  periih  !"  cried 

ihc. 
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flie.     Then  turning  to  me,  with  that  in- 
nocent   candor  which  eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  her,  fought  a  pardon  in  my  eyes. 
Colleflingall  her  thoughts,  Ihe  continued, 
in  a  few  moments — "  Aftonifhed   as  1 
mud  be,  both  at  your  circumftances  and 
your   vifit,  my  noble   friends,    curiofity. 
yields  to  friendfhip.     With  the  morning. 
I  exped  my  father,  nor  is  there  any  fafety, 
for  you  but  immediate  flight:  neverthe- 
lefs,  this  danger  with  which  you  fay  we 
are  environed,  muft  be  the  firft  confidera-^ 
tjon.'*     I  then  explained  to  her  the  fecrejC; 
of  the  Recefs  ;  the  direful  miflake  which., 
had  thrown  us  into  the  power  of  its  pre- 
fcnt  diabolical  tenants,  and  the  defpera- 
tion  which  the  difcovery  of  our  efcape, 
with  the  means  by  which  it  was  effeded, 
muft  inevitably  caufe:  except  indeed  the 
]ofs  of  Williams  fhould  abate  their  fero- 
city.    While  I  talked,  I  frequently  per- 
ceived her   mind  wandered   on  anothef, 
fubject.     She  furveyed  the  difguifed  per- 
ions,  and  pale  faces  of  both  my  Lord  and  , 
me,  a   thoufand  times  over;  by  fits  flie 
(hook  with  horror  at   the  ftory  I  was  re- 
lating, 
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lafing,  and  by  flares  flie  forgoc  I  had 
been  fpeaking,  and  obliged  me  to  go 
back  in  my  tale.  Employed  foiely  in 
concerting  the  means  of  fecuring  our 
fafety,  her  own  feemed  hardly  a  confider- 
ation.  Such  is  the  nature  of  love  in  the 
mind  of  a  virtuous  woman,  "  I  fee,  faid 
Ihe,  (when  I  had  finifhed)  the  necefTity 
for  fome  body's  appearing,  to  account  to 
my  fervants  for  the  difcovery  of  the  vil- 
lains. I  fee  too,  that  Lord  Leicefter  can- 
not be  the  perfon,  for  who  can  fail  to 
know  him  ?'*  The  inference  thus  tenderly 
conveyed  was  obvious  j  one  muft  be  feen, 
but  1  could  not  refolve  to  be  that  one 
without  a  difmay  which  furpaffed  com- 
plaint. "  Yes,  my  dear  Matilda,  added 
fhe,  we  muft  part  with  him  for  a  little 
time;  but  you  will  rejoin  him  for  life. 
By  the  ordination  of  providence,  as  I  could 
;  almoft  fuppofe,  the  Ton  of  my  nurfe  is 
now  in  the  houfe,  a  young  man  over  whom 
that  circumftance  gives  me  a  powerful  in- 
fluence j  againft  the  choice  of  his  friends 
ihe  embraced  a  fea-faring  life,  till  he  ac- 
quired money  enough  to  purchafe  a  fmali 
,  .  Vol.  II  C  vef^ 
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veffel,  with  which  he  trades  between  thd 
coafi:  of  Devonfhire  and  that  of  France  j- 
but  already  difgufted  at  the  profeffion  he- 
chofe,  it  was  only  yefterday  he  arrived  here 
to  folicit  my  intereft  with  my  father  to 
promote  him  in  a  civil  line.  Say  not  then 
Heaven  frowns  on  your  flight,  fince  it 
plainly  points  out  a  fecure  modeofefcape. 
I  cannot  but  difcern  that  every  avenue  to 
Holland  muft  be  effe6tually  clofed,  but 
who  could  think  of  tracing  you  to  the 
diftant  and  obfcuie  coaft  of  Devonfhire  ? 
It  is  true  the  journey  is  long,  but  to  com- 
penfate  for  that,  you  muft  recolle<5l  that  it 
is  fafe.  The  travels  of  Arthfir  have  been 
confined  to  the  road  by  which  he  condu^ls 
you,  and  his  connexions  are  doubtlefs 
among  people  who  will  furnifh  you  with 
every  common  comfort,  without  having 
curiofity,  or  underftanding,  to  penetrate 
through  the  myftery  of  your  rank.  I  fee 
too  what  your  exprelTive  eyes,  my  dear 
Matilda,  would  point  out — the  impofli- 
bility  of  long  concealing  the  fliare  I  have 
had  in  your  fate,  fince  how  elfe  can  your 
rniraculous  appearance  here,  or  the  terri- 
ble 
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bie  death  of  my  midnight  vifitor  be  ac- 
counted for  ?  but  what  of  that  ?   fhe  2:e- 
neroufly  added,  after  a  moment's  paufe, 
much  ought  to  be  ventured  when  our  all 
is  at  flake."  "  I  have  expefted  every  mo- 
ment, faid  my  Lord,  fome  dreadful  inter- 
ruption from  the  reft  of  thefe  wretches." 
"  No,  returned  Mifs  Cecil,  I  have  every 
reafon  to  imagine  this  villain  was  alone  ; 
when   firft,    by    his   entrance,    I    darted 
from  the  flumber  into  which  I  was  falling, 
I  began  colleding  my  purfe,  and  every 
ornament  near  me  :  he  rejeded  them  all, 
and  compelling  me  to  rife,  commanded 
me  with  te^ible  imprecations  to  conduct 
him  to  the  private  cabinet,  where  my  fa- 
ther concealed  his  ftate  papers:    hoping, 
doubtlefs,    by  pofTcfling  them   to  learn 
many  fecrets,  which  might  enfure  his  own 
pardon,  for  that  muft  have  been  his  ulti- 
mate objed:.    I  knew  the  charafler  of  my 
father  fowell  as  to  debate  whether  I  fliould. 
not  rather  give  up  my  life  than  a  truft  fo 
precious,  when  the  terrible  intervention  of 
Lord  Leicefter  releafed  me  from  the  con- 
^i<5t.  Yet  I  agree  with  you,  that  a  moment 
C  2  ought 
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ought  not  to  be  lofl: ;  and  firft  let  me  lock," 
up  the  room  which  contains  fo  fliocking , 
a  tefiimony,  that  more  than  one  man  has 
intruded  there  at  midnight."     Confcious, 
of  her  own  merit,  fhe  encountered  even, 
the  eye  of  Lord  Leicefter  without  trcr., 
mor,  who  could  not  but  admire  in  her 
at  that  moment  all  the  magnanimity  and 
forefight  which  enobles  man,  with  every 
ibfter  grace  that  half  deifies  woman.  For 
my  own  part  I  clafped  her  to  my  bofom, 
declaring  that  I  could  never  love  her  more 
than  I  did  long  ere  this  proof  of  her  me- 
rit."   "  This  is  the  only  topic  dangerous, 
to  either,  returned  fhe,   a  tear  beatifying 
her  fmile,  we  will  all    love  one  another 
as  well  as  we  can.     But  now,  my  Lord,, 
attend  to  the  next  ftep,  if  you  dare  rely 
on  my  direction  ;  we  will  condu£t  you  to 
the  door  leading  to  the  garden ;  make 
your  way  over   the  wall  on  the  fide  far^x 
theft  from  the  wood  ;  a  mile  beyond,  yoy 
will  find  a  bridge;   wait  near  it  in  filence  j 
Arthur  fliall  firft  hide  a  horfe  for  you, 
and  then  fet  out  on  another,  to  convey 
this  lady,  as  if  to  her  home,  in  fome  ad- 
jacent 
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jicent  village;  the  confufion  attending 
the  difcovery  of  the  vaulted  pafiage  will 
render  the  family,  moft  probably,  inatr- 
tenti ve  either  to  her  prefence  or  departure^ 
and  ere  they  rre  enough  at  leifure  to  dif- 
cover  Willianns,  or  form  any  dangerous 
conjedlure,  you  will  both  be,  I  hope, 
beyond  the  reach  of  difcovery  or  purfuit. 
But  oh,  my  Lord  !  if  you  would  have 
either  of  the  trembling  wretches  now  be- 
fore you  furvive  this  night  of  horrors,  ufe 
the  ftrifteft  caution  in  feeking  your  ap- 
pointed fhelter,  nor  leave  it  till  you  hear 
the  voice  of  Matilda. 

Lord  Leicefter  promifed;  and  con- 
dudting  him  foftly  through  the  houfe,  we 
reached  the  door  leading  to  the  garden. 
All  the  horrors  of  the  pad  were  fhort  of 
what  I  felt  at  that  moment.  After  the 
dangers  I  had  fhared  and  efcaped  with 
my  Lord,  to  fee  him  depart,  v«/as  to  quit 
my  guardian  angel,  or  to  deprive  him 
of  his:  yet  convinced  that  IVIifs  Cecil 
was  aduated  by  the  fame  fearful  affec- 
tion, I  yielded  to  the  defperate  emer- 
gency. The  clofing  of  the  door  after 
"-T"  .  C  3  him 
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him  fevered  the  hearts  of  both  ;  it  was 
then  only  we  knew  the  fupport  we  had 
derived  from  his  prefence ;  wan,  fpeech- 
lefs,  helplefs,  we  durft  hardly  turn  our  eyes 
on  any  objeft  but  each  other,  nor  utter  a 
figh  but  it  fwelled  into  a  groan  ;  and  the 
ghaftly  body  of  Williams  feemed  forever 
to  impede  our  footfteps,  floating  the  path 
with  blood.  Mifs  Cecil  took  the  only 
pofiible  method  to  divert  our  terrors,  and 
foon  roufing  a  few  terrified  domefticks, 
commanded  them  to  fummon  all  the  fa- 
mily :  a  command  which  needed  no  repe- 
tition. A  few  minutes  gathered  together 
eighteen  or  twenty  men,  fufficiently  arm- 
ed to  fccure  us  from  any  perfonal  danger. 
I  conducted  the  whole  adonifhed  body  to 
the  private  door,  through  which  I  had  en- 
tered i  I  defcribed  the  place  to  which  it 
led,  and  touching  flightly  on  my  own 
danger  and  efcape,  recommended  to  them, 
that  profound  filence  the  villains  had 
preferved  towards  us  with  fuch  fatal  fuc- 
cefs.  During;  this  time,  Mifs  Cecil  fe- 
le6ted  the  man  flie  mentioned  to  us,,  and 
retiring  into   the  next   room,  gave  him 

her 
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her  orders  unobferved  ;   fo  entirely  did 
both   my  appearance   and    ftrange   ftory 
engrofs  the  attention  of  every  individual 
belonging  to  the  fannily.     Mils  Cecil  re- 
joining us,  ordered  them  to  divide,    and 
that  while  half  remained    to  guard  the 
houfe,  the  reft  fliould  defcend,  and  paffing 
into  the  dunsieon  from  whence  I   came, 
wait  the  return  of  the  banditti,  and  feize 
them  one  by  one  as  they  entered.     This 
conclufion  of  the  adventure  greatly  damp* 
ed  the  ardour  of  the  group,  but  afhamed 
to  recede  from  a  place,  through  vv'hich  I 
had  efcaped  apparently  alone,  they  depart- 
ed in  fo  numerous   a  body  as  might  al- 
moft  fill  the  den  in  which  I  was  lately  eq- 
clofed,  the  few  who  remained   hovering 
near  the  entrance,  folely  intent  on  the  even.i: 
of  the  enterprize.     Arthur,  in  the  inter- 
im, having  the  full  command  of  the  fta*- 
bles,  made  ready  tv/o  horfes  in  the  man- 
ner already  mentioned,  and  Mifs  Cecil, 
with  her  ufual  forefight,  overwhelmed  me 
with  refrefhments,  which  a  little  invigo- 
rated my  exhaufted  frame  :  nor  did  Ihe  for- 
a^et  to  provide  Arthur  with  fuch  as  mighjc 
i-i:-  C  A.  re 
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recruit  my  Lord  ;  fclcfting  from  her  own 
"wardrobe,  linen  and  every  necefTary  the 
time  and  occ^fion  admitted.  Impatiently 
I  expeded  the  fummons  to  depart,  which 
was  preceded  by  a  meffage  from  the  Re- 
cefs,  that  all  was  hitherto  entirely  filent, 
and  the  door  faftened  as  when  we  left  it, 
a  circumftance  which  appalled  my  inmoft 
foul,  as  it  feemed  to  leave  us  ftill  in  the 
reach  of  the  mercilefs  banditti.  With 
mingled  tears  of  grief  and  hope,  I  em- 
braced that  generous  friend  I  never  more 
might  fee,  and  quitting  the  once  hofpi- 
table  manfion,  which  feemed  of  all  the 
liniverfe  the  only  home  my  heart  acknow- 
ledged, I  feated  myfelf  behind  a  guide, 
whofe  fun  burnt  features  foftened  into  a 
companion,  few  indeed  could  at  that  mo- 
ment have  denied  me.  The  moon  fhone 
forth  with  refplendent  luftre,  and  our  road 
being  in  a  contrary  diredlion  to  that  which 
before  e-nfnared  us,  I  recornmenddl  my^ 
felf  to  Heaven,  and  anxioufly  expedted 
the  meeting  with  my  Lord.  We  had  not 
proceeded  far  when  that  dear  protedor 
(who  had  in  fearful  ?ffe(?:ion  for  me  de- 
fied 
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fied  his  own  danger,  and  returned  almoft 
to  the  Abbey)  darted  from  under  a  clunnp 
of  trees,  and  with  a  voice  that  difljpated 
terror,  we] coined  my  return  to  freedom, 
and  fprung  upon  the  horfe  our  guide  had 
before  led  for  him.  Such  is  the  <?fFe6t  of 
an  evil  efcaped,  that  I  almoft  forgot  my 
excefiive  fatigue,  and  could  have  fancied 
myfelf  fafe. 

fij  Recent  ci:cumfl:ances  at  firft  occupied 
my  thoughts,  and  during  the  intervals  of 
filence,  the  addition  of  a  ftranger  m.uft 
naturally  impofe,  my  imagination  once 
more  returned  to  the  dungeon  :  it  pidur- 
ed  the  fear  and  horror  the  wretches  them- 
felves  rnuft  in  turn  feel,  when  unknown 
hands  condemned  them  to  a  fate  like  that 
they  had  allotted  to  us.  Again  I  wandered 
to  the  Court;  I  feemed  to  fee  Elizabeth 
burning  with  embofomed  rage,  v/hile  the 
helplefs  noble  Ellinor  becamiC  as  its  imme- 
diate, its  only  objefl:.  I  greatly  relied  on 
the  watchful  friendfhipof  all  the  Sydneys> 
but  hardlv  could  I  hope  even  tliat  would 
refcue  her  from  the  Q^ieen.  I  knew  the 
letter  Lord  Leicefter  had  ordered  to  be 

del 
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(delivered  to  Elizabeth  two  hours  after  our 
departure,  would  infallibly  explain  to  her 
the  fecret  of  our  marriage ;  which  of 
itfelf  confuted  the  tale  he  had  advanced 
concerning  our  birth  :  nor  could  I  doubt 
but  that  every  artifice  would  be  pradifed 
to  unfold  the  v;hole  myftery ;  and,  alas! 
ungenerous  minds  too  often  faften  on  the 
viclim  cruel  fortune  puts  moft  into  their 
power. 

Yet  in  the  haile  and  confufion  attend- 
ing our  flight,  we  had  found  it  impofllble 
to  unite  my  fifter  in  it :  neither  at  that 
unhappy  juncture  could  flie  be  found, 
and  all  the  care  we  could  fhew  for  her 
fafety,  was  to  recommend  her  in  the  mod 
ilrenuous  manner  to  thofe  few  friends  we 
^xpeftcd  the  difcovery  would  leave  us. 
While  EUinor  had  the  refolution  to  retain 
her  own  fecret,  we  knew  the  power  of  the 
Queen  could  not  reach  her,  and  the 
ilrength  and  forefight  (he  had  at  many 
times  fliev/n,  perfuaded  me  that  (he  wa^ 
equal  even  to  this  hardeft  of  trials.  Yet 
could  I  think  of  the  infolent  interroga-  :' 
tories,  and  contumely  flie  mud  inevitably 
-    .  en- 
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encounter,  without  a  bleeding  heart  ?  to 
Jbe  the  gaze  of  every  eye— the  objecl  of 
every  tongue — oh  greatly  did  (he  need 
the  confcioufnefs  of  innocence,  the  pride 
of  royalty,  to  fuftain  her  1 

It  had  ever  been  our  plan,  if  fortunate 
enough  to  efcape  fafely  into  France,  to, 
remain  dill  in  difguife  'till  couriers  from 
England  could  inform  us  how  far  the 
plot  of  Babington,  and  particularly  Lord 
Leicefter's  knowledge  of  it,  had  tranf- 
pired.  If  it  appeared  his  fhare  in  that; 
fcheme  was  undifcovered,  my  Lord  might 
with  fafety  avow  himfelf;  as  marrying 
privately  was  a  crime  only  in  the  eye  of 
Elizabeth.  And  knowing  too  well  that  her 
favourites  ought  ever  to  confider  their  in- 
fluence as  precarious,  Lord  Leicefter  had 
Jong  fince  fcattered  large  fums  in  the 
hands  of  different  merchants  in  various 
kingdoms,  as  a  refource,  he  now  found 
his  only  one:  nor  was  it  infufficient.  Ifi 
on  the  contrary,  we  learnt  Elizabeth  had 
dived  into  that  dangerous  myftery  whic!^ 
he  v/as  cenfur.ible  only  for  concealing, 
by  the  charge  of  treafon^  Ihe  could  per- 

haos 
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iiaps  affed  his  fafety  in  France,  nay  a1- 
moft  in  Europe,  and  to  preferve  his  life 
fome  difguife  rnufl:  ftill  be  maintained 
while  hers  lafted. 

Though  feparated  in  infancy  from  every 
one  allied  to  me,  nothing  could  ever  de- 
tach my  heart  from  family  claims ;  not 
daring  to  look  towards  my  mother,  I  had 
always  pafTionately  defired  to  fee  the  fole 
furviving  fifter  of  my  father,  Margaret 
Lady  Mortim.er.  Educated  with  the  late 
Queen  in  the  Catholick  perfuafion,  fhe 
had  married  a  general,  and  with  him  held 
many  diftinguidicd  places  under  Philip 
and  Mary.  The  revolution  both  in  po- 
liticks and  religion  caufcd  by  the  accef- 
fion  of  Elizabeth,  was  fatal  alike  to  her 
honors  and  her  pleafures.  General  Lord 
Mortimer  followed  the  widowed  King  to 
Spain,  and  raifed  on  his  favour  a  fortune 
that  gave  him  power  to  fix  his  own  fate, 
when  death  fuddenly  decided  it.  His  re- 
li6l  retired  to  Rouen  in  Normandy,  where 
his  fifier  was  then  Abbefs,  leaving  her 
younger  fon  in  the  fervice  of  Philip,  and 
her  elder  in  the  army  of  Francis  lid.  Na- 
turally 
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turally  of  an  aflive  temper.  Lady  Morti- 
mer could  not  refolve  to  give  up  the  world, 
though  attached  to  it  only  bydifgufts;  fiie 
continued  to  lavilih  a  large  portion  of  the 
immenfc  fortune  her  mother  and  hu/band 
had  united  to  bequeath  her,  in  cherifl^iing 
every  exiled  enemy  of  Elizabeth.  Elated 
with  the  vain  hope  of  one  day  feeing  her 
ill  fated  brother  throned  in  conjandlion 
with  the  Qiieen  of  Scots,  (he  had  entered 
into  all  his  meafures  while  that  union  was 
in  agitation  j  and  emerging  once  more 
from  her  convent,  journeyed  to  Rome, 
where  fhe  fpared  neither  pains  nor  money 
to  win  friends  who  might  authorize  and 
ratify  it.  She  was  among  the  few  who 
knew  the  marriage  fecretly  took  place  ^ 
fhe  even  knew  it  was  likely  to  produce 
heirs  of  royalty  and  misfortune  j  when 
the  difcovery,  trial,  and  execution,  of 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  entirely  crudied 
her  laft  fond  projedt.  From  that  moment 
(he  had  remained  uninformed  of  the  fe- 
cret  foul  of  Mary,  and  the  fate  of  her  un- 
happy offspring.  The  avowed  difguft  fhe 
had  (hewn  towards  Elizabeth,  made  ic 
dangerous  for  her  to  return   to  her  own 

country,' 
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country,  and  hardly  in  it  could  fhe  havcj 
arrived  at  fuch  important  intelligencCj 
when  once  the  clue  was  led.  Afpiringj 
rich,  andreftlefs.  Hie  had  always  affected 
to  appear  the  patronefs  of  all  opprcfTed 
Englifhmen  ;  and  if  I  found  it  prudent  to 
avow  myfelf,  I  knew  that  I  might  fafely 
rely  on  a  welcome  from  her  who  would 
find  with  joy  every  hope  lb  long  extinft 
renovated  in  me.  Our  prefent  journey 
conduced  us  to  a  coaft  almoft  oppofite  to 
that  of  Normandy.  I  fancied  a  pleafure 
in  having  it  in  my  power  to  claim  my 
aunt's  cares  in  the  approaching  melan- 
choly crifis,  and  was  not  without  hopes 
Lord  Leicefler  might  fafely  appear  in  his 
own  perfon,  when  once  my  fifter  had  ef*. 
caped  to  rejoin  us. 

Thefe  various  reflections  fully  occupied 
my  mind  till  the  dawn  of  day,  when  our 
guide  aflTured  us  we  might  fafely  reft  in 
the  hamlet  to  which  we  were  near.  Con- 
vinced by  Mifs  Cecil's  confidence  in  him 
that  he  might  fully  be  trufted,  I  entered 
with  weary  limbs  a  cottage  from  whence 
its  laborious  inhabitants  were  juft  ifliiing 
to  work.  They  nfed  their  utmoft  diligence 

to 
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to  procure  us  a  homely  meal,  and  we  re- 
tired almoft  ftupified  with  intenfe  fatigue 
to  a  bed  which  had  only  cleanlinefs  to  re- 
commend it.  Here  both  funk  into  a  re- 
pofe  fo  profound,  that  the  day  was  clodng, 
when  we  arofe.  Our  watchful  guide  af- 
fured  us  that  we  mull  haiten  over  the  din- 
ner which  long  had  waited  for  us,  as  we 
had  many  miles  to  journey  ere  we  could 
find  another  fafe  reding  place.  Earneftly 
did  1  wifh  to  remain  with  our  prefent  hofts 
'till  the  next  morning,  but  fubmitting  to 
neceffity,  remounted  in  filence.  Arthur 
well  juftified  the  confidence  of  nis  lady, 
having  felefted  horfes  that  never  flagged 
thro'  the  whole  journey,  and  always  guard- 
ing againftdifcovcry  by  conducing  us  thro' 
roads  very  little  frequented  j  among  whicH 
he  found  hamlets  whofe  inhabitants  were 
gratified  in  merely  feeing  him,  and  who 
only  attended  to  his  companions  in  the 
hope  of  obliging  him.  I  was  aflonifhecj 
at-obferving  how  little  curiofity  we  ex- 
cited, forgetful  that  the  mind  is  worn 
down  with  the  body,  and  that  a  common 
laborer  rarely  confiders  any  thing  beyond 

thofe 
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thofe  common  comforts  inceffant  induf- 
try  alone  can  procure  him. 

Infenfible  to  the  beauties  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  we  pafied,  I  was  for 
ever  employed  in  looking  for  the  Tea,  and 
when  at  laft  I  difcovered  it,  drove  to  ex- 
tend my  fight  beyond,  and  dwell  on  that 
fhore  where  I  alone  could  think  Lord  Lei- 
cefter  fafe.  The  nearer  we  drev»  towards 
the  coaft,  the  ftronger  my  fears  became. 
It  was  inhabited  chiefly  by  men  hard  by 
nature,  and  defperate  by  profeflion  j  ac- 
cuftomed  to  murder  as  well  as  plunder 
thofe  wrecked  on  the  fhore,  they  fternly 
examined  and  defied  every  paflenger.  I 
could  hardly  perfuade  myfelf  that  fomeof 
thefe  were  not  ftraggl-ers  from  the  banditti 
of  Williams,  and  blefled  Heaven  as  tho* 
all  peril  had  been  paft,  when  we  arrived 
at  the  homely  dwelling  of  Arthur.  It 
jlood  on  a  lonely  part  of  the  fhore,  where 
lofty  cliffs  fliooting  far  into  the  fea,  gave 
fafety  in  the  little  bay  to  a  few  fifliing- 
boats  and  fmall  vefiels.  Ah,  how  do 
our  awakened  pafTions  entirely  curb 
every  prejudice.    Thofe  livid  lightnings, 

at 
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at  which  my  nature  ever  before  flirunk, 
appeared  of  late  but  the  quivering  lamp 
of  love.  Now  I  faw  and  heard  undaunted 
the  encircling  fea  (once  the  happy  boun- 
dary of  human  purfuits)  whofe  refdefs 
v/aves  roar  aproud  defiance  to  all  v/ho  dare 
approach  it;  and  my  fole  fear  fprung  from 
learning  that  the  v."ind  was  entirely  contra- 
ry, and  the  watery  chafm  yet  impaflable- 

Too  late  we  lamented  departing  unat- 
tended. Unable  in  this  fequedered  fpoc 
to  difcover  any  part  of  what  had  paffed 
in  the  court  fince  our  flight,  and  unwil- 
ling to  truil,  as  well  as  unable  to  fpare 
our  guide,  or  his  friends  to  make  an  en-? 
quiry  at  the  next  town,  feveral  tedious 
days  elapfed  in  melancholy  and  con- 
jedure.  Arthur,  not  being  able  to  go 
out  in  his  own  velTel,  without  fufpicions 
and  examinations  we  durfl:  not  encounter, 
hired  a  large  fifliing  fmack,  in  which  he 
ftored  the  fev/  neceflaries  our  limited 
fituation  allowed  us  to  provide,  and  I 
hatched  without  ceafing  the  playing  of 
its  .dreamers.  One  evening  I  perceived 
them  .  fuddenly  .point   towards  France  : 

:A^oi..  II.  D  reft 


34         T  H  E    R  E  C  E  S  S,    &c. 

reft  having  recruited  my  (Irength  and 
fpirits,  1  ftarted  up  in  a  tranfport  of  joy. 
The  few  mariners  being  gathered  at  lail 
together,  I  ftept  with  a  lightened  heart: 
into  a  miferable  boat,  which  bore  us 
fwiftiy  towards  that  deftined  to  convey 
-us  over,  when  two  flrangers  riding  full 
fpeed  to  the  iliore,  called  to  us  to  put 
back  with  the  moft  frantick  eagernefs.  I 
took  the  alarm,  and  offered  the  mariners 
imaginary  worlds  to  row  on,  when  Ar- 
thur infixing  that  he  knew  the  voice,  turn- 
ed the  boat.  I  threw  my  arms  round  my 
Lord,  as  though  my  heart  would  have 
opened  to  hide  him ;  and  regardlefs  of 
his  remonftrances,  that  we  could  be  in 
no  danger  from  only  two  people,  howe- 
ver hoftile  their  intention,  my  fenfes  died 
away.  Recovering  at  lail,  I  found  myfelf 
in  the  cabin  of  the  veflel,  reclining  on  the 
bofom  of  Lord  Leicefter,  while  a  youth 
who  knelt  at  my  feet,  prefl  my  hands  al- 
ternately to  his  lips — "  Look  up,  my  be- 
loved, cried  my  Lord,  and  fee  whom  for- 
tune has   united  in  our  exile,'*     "  Ah, 

rather 
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rather  do  not  look  up,  lovely  Matilda, 
cried  Mifs  Cecil  (for  it  was  that  fweec 
girl  indeed  in  the  habit  of  a  boy)  till 
you  have  confidered  what  reception  you, 
ought  to  give  the  lelfifli  friend  who  has 
dared  to  interweave  her  fate  with  yours. 
Yet  hear,  before  you  judge  me,  added  (he, 
rifing  with  a  mild  majefty,  which  gave 
unfpeakable  graces  to  the  blufhes  that 
every  moment  vifited,  and  retired  from, 
her  cheeks.  I  am  going  to  lay  my  whole 
heart  before  you  both.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  veiling  a  weaknefs  from  Lord 
Leicefter,  fo  many  circumftances  have 
concurred  to  betray;  it  remains  with  me 
then  to  ennoble  it.  The  difcovery  of  your 
marriage,  my  amiable  friends,  quenched 
the  lad  feeble  hope  which  lingered  in  my 
heart.  Convinced  that  my  partiality  could 
never  conftitute  his  happinefs,  I  inftantly 
refolved  it  fiiould  become  his  pride. 
Self-love  expired  before  the  elevated 
idea.  Ah,  what  but  this  could  have 
enabled  me  to  lead  him  into  the  garden 
at  midnight,  and  take  a  look  1  then 
thought  a  lait  one,  without  dropping  a 
D  2  fingle 
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fmgle  tear  ?  I  faw  in  a  moment  all  the 
merit,  the  charms  of  her  charafter  whom 
he  had  chofen.  Should  I  hate  her  then  for 
being  all  I  would  have  endeavoured  to 
be  ?  for  accepting  that  diftinflion  (which 
not  depending  on  youth,  beauty,  merit> 
or  fortune)  is  the  deareft  bounty  of  in- 
dulgent Heaven  ?  Ah,  no,  my  heart  was 
jufter,  and  welcomed  her  as  one  born  to 
divide  it  with  Lord  Leicefter.  Solely  in- 
tent on  the  profperous  flight  of  both,  I 
nlmoft  forgot  the  fervants  planted  in  the 
Recefs,  and  the  monfters  that  infefted  it. 
1  fancied  to  myfelf  thofe  hours,  when  all 
your  dangers  paft,  you  would  fometimes 
think  of  her,  who  could  only  think  of 
you.  I  heard  both  figh,  and  wifhing 
but  to  be  enough  remembered  to  foften 
without  wounding  either  heart,  I  fighed 
myfelf  J  and  ftarted  from  thefe  pleafant 
reveries  at  the  voice  of  our  fteward,  who 
rufhing  abruptly  into  the  room,  difmayed 
my  every  fenfe  with  his  recital.  "  Re- 
joice, Madam,  rejoice,  cried  the  man 
with  honeft  zeal,  and  think  this  ftranger 
born  for  your  fervice.      Never  can  vv^e 

enough 
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enough  adore  the  aftonifhing  interpofition 
of  Heaven  !  It  is  not  long  fince  when 
t-ired  with  watching  in  the  dungeon,  a 
variety  of  voices  ftruck  our  ears,  which 
foon  approaching  us,  every  man  fum- 
moned  all  his  courage;  fhortly  the  door 
was  unbolted,  and  a  ruffian  darted  in, 
whofe  daring  look  was  changed  to  an 
icy  palenefs  (which  lights  from  behind 
refledled)  when  he  found  each  arm  feized 
by  one  of  our  people,  while  a  third  held 
a  piftol  to  his  head.  Uttering  a  faint 
imprecation,  he  alarmed  the  reft,  and 
both  fides  immediately  fired.  We  then 
pufhed  forward,  without  any  regard  for 
thofe  who  fell  j  and  purfuing  the  relt 
through  the  various  avenues  of  the  den, 
fecured  them  all,  as  we  have  reafon  to  ima- 
gine, aftoniihment  half  depriving  them 
of  the  power  of  refiftance.  In  the  largeft 
apartment  of  this  ftrange  place,  we  found 
(guefs,  Madam,  how  we  were  amazed)  our 
Lord,  with  an  unknown  lady,  and  three 
of  our  fellow  fervants,  who  were  newly 
brought  in  by  the  ruffians,  and  bound  ; 
j^readful  no  doubt  would  have  been  theij 
D  3  dfath^ 
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death,  but  for  this  miraculous  deliver- 
ance." Alienated  as  my  affe6lions  muft 
long  have  been  from  my  father,  continu- 
ed Mifs  Cecil,  turning  the  difcourfe  to 
herfelf,  I  could  not  hear  of  his  wonderful 
efcape,  without  feeling  the  mod  lively 
fatisfa6lionx  It  was  damped,  however, 
by  recolleding  the  body  of  Williams.  I 
faw  too  plainly,  that  I  muft  now  account 
for  it  to  one  inverted  with  authority  to 
enquire,  and  refolution  to  convift  me. 
Loft  in  a  variety  of  plans,  my  father  had 
been  fome  minutes  in  the  houfe,  ere  I 
ftirred  from  my  own  anti-chamber,  where 
his  approach  at  once  confined  me.  Faint 
and  filent  I  arofe,  and  bending  before 
him,  wept  forth  my  duty  and  my  joy. 
"  I  know  all  you  would  fay,  my  child, 
cried  lie  eagerly,  and  how  this  horrible 
place  was  difcovered  j  but  where  is  Lord 
Leicefter  and  his  Lady  ?"  Struck  dumb 
with  a  queuion,  as  clear  and  decifive  as. 
if  he  had  been  a  fliarer  in  the  tranfadions 
of  the  night,  my  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
him  in  terror  and  ftupefadlion  ;  when 
my  brother,  impatient  for  the  difcovery^ 

m.ade 
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made  his  way  at  once  into  nay  chamber ; 
whither  the  loud  exclamation  he  gave 
colleded  all  prefcnt,  nor  could  my  father 
refift  haitening,  as  fafi:  as  his  infirmities 
permitted  3  hoping,  as  I  had  realbn  to 
imagine,  he  there  fhould  find  that  enemy, 
who  more  engroffed  his  thoughts  than 
the  preiervation  of  his  own  life,  or  mine. 
How  were  all  amazed  when  the  lifelefs 
villain  Williams,  alone  appeared  ?  Some 
examined  his  pockets,  while  others  fearch- 
ed  the  chamber.  My  father  fpoke  not  for 
fome  time,  when  fixing  an  eye  on  me  falf- 
hood  never  durft  encounter,  he  pointed 
ironically  to  the  body  :  "  I'oii  killed 
him,  doubtlefs,  faid  he,  and  relapfed 
again  into  his  meditation.  After  a  time, 
Ibm.c  faint  remembrance  glanced  acrofs 
his  mind.  He  drew  near,  andexaminino- 
the  dead  man's  features,  fcemed  to  re- 
coiled, and  in  recollecting  to  dread  him  j 
for  at  once  he  fiirunk  into  himfeif,  and 
repeated  in  a  low  voice,  ''  that  villain  !" 
Not  having,  however,  any  clue  to  hii 
thoughts,  though  he  had  to  mine,  there 
relied  my  idea  of  the  matter.  1  colleclei 
Da  aU 
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all  my  courage,  and  framing  the  mod 
plaufible  tale  the  prefent  fituation  allow- 
ed, refolved  to  abide  by  it  whatever  the 
event.  My  father  likewife  fettled  his 
plan  of  proceeding,  and  far  from  regulat- 
ing the  fervants,  whofe  every  motion  fear 
made  virild  and  eccentric,  turned  his  at- 
tention folely  on  me.  Rifing  at  laft  with 
a  ftern  air,  "  Rofe,  faid  he,  follow  me." 
I  had  of  late  been  but  too  much  accuf- 
tomcd  to  that  harfh  voice,  and  obeyed  in 
filence.  Seating  himfelf  in  an  adjacent 
apartment,  he  demanded  an  exadl  recital 
of  all  the  horrors  of  the  night.  1  com- 
menced with  the  being  roufed  by  Willi- 
ams. I  related  his  defign,  and  the  threats 
which  had  almoit  brought  my  life  to  the 
point  of  a  moment,  when  fubftituting  Ar- 
thur for  Lord  Leicefter,  I  affirmed  that  it 
was  his  providential  arrival,  guided  by  an 
unknown  lady,  and  the  defperate  courage 
fuppli.'d  by  the  emergency,  which  had 
refcued  me  from  the  knife  of  that  invete- 
rate villain.  He  interrupted  me,  eagerly 
enquiring  for  the  lady.  On  my  affuring 
him  111 e  Was  gone, — <*  think  wtl),  cried 

he. 
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he,  in  a  terrible  voicCj  think  well,  rafli, 
romantic  girl,  ere  you  venture  again  to 
anfwer  nne.  I  know  the  caufe  of  J.eicef- 
ler's  flight,  I  know  too  its  companion; 
]  know  that  he  efcaped  a  few  hours  be- 
fore from  the  dungeon  in  which  I  was 
found;  I  know,  if  fo,  who  muft  be  his 
confederate.  Stain  to  the  name  of  Cecil, 
degenerate  wretch,  not  content  with  the 
blind  credulity  of  youth,  to  embofom, 
refcue,  and  abet  a  traitor,  wilt  thou  con- 
ceal his  wife?  Tremble  at  the  vengeance 
of  thy  fovereign — tremble  alike  at  that 
I  of  thy  father."  Convinced  (by  whatever 
wonderful  imfcins  he  was  fo  fully  inform- 
ed) that  I  could  not  hope  to  delude  him, 
i  J  ftarted  up,  my  complexion  changing 
'  every  moment.  I  indeed  find  myfelf,  my 
!  "'Lord,  cried  I,  unequal  to  a  falfbood,  but 
you  will  find  me  equal  to  the  mofl  def- 
perate  truth.  It  was  Lord  Leicefter,  I 
own,  whom  Heaven  itfelf  brought  to  my 
relief,  and  fhall  I  deliver  him  up  to  death 
who  faved  me  from  it?  Oh  never,  never  ! 
Sheltered  in  a  fpot  lefs  liable  to  fufpicion 
than  that  from  which  they  lately  efcaped, 

he 
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he  with  hischofen  happy  bride  can  fafely 
wait  till  the  violence  of  the  Queen  gives 
place  to  juftice.  Tortures  fhould  wring 
no  more  from  me,  and  whatever  my  fate, 
it  will  always  admit  of  one  fweet  confo- 
lation,  in  the  remembrance  that  Heaven 
allowed  me  to  recompence  a  benefit  at  the 
moment  of  rtceiving  it.  Why  fhould  I 
repeat,  fighcd  our  fair  narrator,  all  the 
rage,  tears,  and  altercation,  that  for  a  few 
days  made  life  a  torment  to  me  ?  Totally 
confined  to  my  apartment,  and  treated 
like  a  criminal,  it  was  even  hinted  that 
my  continued  obftinacy  would  provoke 
my  father  into  making  that  horrible  den, 
the  Recefs,  my  prifon.  In  one  inftance 
alone  v/as  I  fortunate:  my  myfterious 
fpeech  had  impreffed  on  my  father's  mind 
an  opinion,  he  had  previoufly  adopted, 
that  Lord  Leicefter,  with  his  Lady,  mud 
be  fecreted  in  or  near  Kenilworth  Caille, 
whither  his  nioft  trufted  fpies  immediately 
reforted,  and  amufed  him  with  various 
fuppofitionsdifpatched  daily  from  thence. 
Opprcffed  with  unkindnefs  and  feverity, 
often  did  my  weak,   my  wavering  heart 

prompt 
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iprompt  me    to  follow,  and    if  pofTible 
overtake  you;    but   the  inftant  recollec- 
ition  of  tJie  obvious  track  fuch  a  rafli  flight 
muft  open  to  your  inveterate  purfucrs, 
always  fubdued   fo   iinjuftifiable   a  wifh. 
'My  father  at  once  changed  his  nneafures, 
■and   releafing,  carried  me  with    him   to 
every  fufpefled  place  in    the  neighbour- 
hood;  hoping  from  the  alteration  of  my 
iifeatures  to  difcover  that  which  contained 
Lord    Leicefter.       By    a   fatality   which 
completed    my   misfortunes,   in    one  of 
thefe  tours   we  encountered   Irton,  that 
i lover  v/ho  coft  me  both  the  Queen's  and 
^my  father's  favour;  encouraged  by  Lord 
IBurleigh  once  more  he  returned  with  us, 
! Incapable  of  love,  but   infatuated  with 
'politics,  his  ardent    defire  of  holding  a 
rrank  in  his  favourite  line  through   my 
1  means  revived.     Regardlefs  of  my  tears, 
^coldnefs,    and    difdain,    he   had   always 
Hooked  up  to  my  father  as  the  decider  of 
I  his  fate,  and  ftill  continued  to  do  fo.      I 
Ihad  the  mifery  of  learning  a  bargain  was 
!  made,  of  which  I  mud  be  the  unconfent- 
ing   pledge,  and  thaD   almoil    immedi- 
ately. 
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ately.  I  knew  my  father's  inexorable  na- 
ture J  I  knew  likewife  that  of  Irton  -,  and 
had  reafon  to  dread  that  the  next  fitofrage 
would  confign  me  to  legal  infamy,  unlefs 
by  a  defperation  on  my  own  part,  I  pre- 
vented this  on  theirs.  Wondernot  that  at 
laft  I  yielded  to  a  meafure  fo-long  com- 
bated. I  ffleded  a  fervant  in  whom  I  had 
a  confidence,  who  procured  me  this  dif- 
guife,  and  offered  to  protect  me.  I  bleft 
that  faith  I  could  never  hope  fufficiently 
to  rewards  and  winged  alike  with  hope 
and  fear,  purfued  your  route  with  indefa- 
tigable diligences  having  left  a  letter 
which  fpoke  of  London  as  my  afylum." 

To  this  generous  recital,  my  Lord,  and 
felf,  replied  with  reiterated  aflurances  of 
friendlliip  and  protection,  as  well  as  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  her  courage  and 
condudl.  Shortly  after  which,  my  Lord 
quitted  the  cabin.  "  You  who  have  long 
been  the  confidante,  the  fole  confidante  of 
my  weaknefs,  refumed  Mifs  Cecil  in  a  ten- 
der tone,  while  her  doubtful  eyefeemed  to 
fearch  my  very  foul,  will  be  lefs  furprized 
At  its  effect  than  its  confelBon.     Yet  even 
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'tliat,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  fprung  from 
prudence.  1  had  well  confidered,  my  deaf 
^Matilda,  every  part  of  my  pad  and  future 
conduct.  I  too  plainly  felt,  that  while 
|I  im.agined  my  Lord  a  flranger  to  the 
impulfes  of  my  heart,  it  might  ftill 
adhere  to  him  with  a  dangerous  ten- 
idernefs.  By  the  boldnefs  of  this  fiep 
I  have  made  him  a  judge  over  me,  and 
'fhall  afl  with  the  feverell  prudence.  I 
know  your  generous  difpofuion,  feeing 
lOnly  the  better  part  of  mine,  might  have 
linduced  you  ftill  to  wifli  me  near  you3— - 
^how could  I  refift  fo  fweet  an  invitation? 
'Ah,  only  by  filencing  the  mod  decifive 
pleader !  Lord  Leicefter  can  now  never 
tirge  me  on  the  dangerous  fubjeft.  In 
whatever  place  you  fix  your  refidence,  I 
■mW  retire  to  a  neighbouring  monaftcry 
as  a  boarder,  where  always  hearing  of, 
and  fometimes  feeing  both,  added  ihe  in 
a  voice  broken  by  fobs,  my  wifhes  will 
be  completed  :  nor  do  I  imagine  you  will 
■in  the  interim  grudge  me  a  (hare  in  Lord 
'Leicefler's  danger."  "Ah  little  do  you 
I  know  me,  returned  I,  prefling  her  hand 
i  .  af- 
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affedllonately,  if  you  thinki  could  grudge 
you  a  fhare  in  his  happinefsj  never,  my 
tender  generous  girl,  never  more  will 
we  part ;  never  could  Lord  Leicefter 
hopejOr  his  w'l^e  fear  any  thing  unbecom- 
ing from  a  foul  like  yours.  A6tuated 
but  by  one  fcnriment,  counterparts  by 
nature  of  each  other,  you  and  I  fhould 
violate  her  laws  were  we  to  feparate." 
"  To  own  the  whole  truth,  my  fweet 
friend,  returned  fhe,  with  her  ufual  noble 
ingenuoufnefs,  I  expefted  this  inftance  of 
your  generofity  ;  but  it  only  confirms  my 
refolution,  and  my  own  heart  would  an- 
ticipate the  condemnation  of  yours  were 
it  pofiible  for  me  to  waver." 

A  fenfe  of  fafety,  and  of  gratitude  to 
my  fair  friend,  difFufed  itfelf  through  my 
foul  as  the  evening  clofed,  to  which  I  had 
for  fome  time  been  a  ftranger:  Lord  Lei- 
cefter prelTcd  us  to  enjoy  the  fweetnefsof 
the  hour.  We  afcended  the  deck,  and 
ieating  ourftlves  in  a  little  boat  lafiied  to 
it,  every  fear,  every  hope  feemed  fuf- 
pended,  and  the  prefent  all  of  our  lives 
for  which  any  had  a  fenfe.     The  gentle 
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"breezes  only  played  upon  the  white  fails, 
and  the  velTel  cut  with  a  fafe  and  pleafant 
motion,  through  thofe  green  waves  whofe 
points  the  full  moon  exquifitely  filvered, 
as  breaking  they  gave  life  to  the  ftillnefs 
of  the  night.  I  turned  my  eyes  with  the- 
fweeteft  fatisfaflion  from  my  love  to  my 
friend,  from  my  friend  to  my  love  j  the 
fame  mild  orb  delicately  illumed  either 
face  J  a  manly  tendernefs  marked  Lord 
Leicefter's  attention  to  me,  a  grateful  de- 
ference that  to  Mifs  Cecil,  while  the  fair 
Rofe,  rich  in  the  applaufes  of  her  own  heart, 
and  nobly  confcious  of  her  claims  on  ours, 
forgot  that  there  was  any  thing  wanting  to 
her  happinefs.  Thefe  facred  paufes  in 
life,  which  lovers  only  know,  invigorate 
the  foul  as  fleep  does  the  bod^/,  and  alone 
can  enable  us  to  fuftain  the  paft  and  com- 
ing ills.  Prepared  by  a  mental  calm  for 
the  happieft  repofe,  fleep  aflerted  a  claim 
to  thofe  hours  fear  and  fatigue  had  long 
poffeffed,  and  my  Lord  infifted  on  re- 
maining above  :  the  lovelinefs  of  the  v/ea- 
ther,  though  the  autumn  was  far  advanc- 
ed, made  this  lefs  dangerous,  and  Mifs 
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Cecil  at  lad  confented  to  fhare  with  me 
the  only  miferable  bed,  which  neverthe-^ 
lefs  afforded  us  that  reft  a  palace  had  often 
denied.  The  next  morning  entirely  re- 
verfed  the  fcene,  and  deftroyed  at  once 
our  comfort  and  tranquillity ;  with  the 
moon  the  weather  changed,  and  the  wind. 
becoming  entirely  contrary,  that  deadly 
ficknefs  incident  to  voyagers,  feized 
alike  on  Mifs  Cecil  and  me,  abforbinsr 
even  the  fenfe  of  danger.  With  an  ex- 
haufted  fullennefs  we  furveyed  thofe  roar- 
ing furges,  whofe  hollows  fancy  could  not 
venture  to  fathom,  and  faw  ourfelves 
driven  almoft  back  to  the  fhore  of  Ens- 
land,  without  ftrengthor  fpirits  even  to  la- 
ment our  cruel  deftiny.  My  lord,  happily, 
more  ufed  to  the  fea,  refifled  its  influ- 
ence, and  exerted  himfelf  equally  in  com- 
forting the  fufFerers  and  affifting  the  fai- 
lors :  happily  too  they  were  all  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  coaft  j  while  the  con- 
trary wind,  and  enraged  elements,  confti- 
tuted  in  one  fenfe,  our  fafety,  as  every 
other  vefiel  took  fiielter  in  the  neareft 
port,  and  waited  in  fafety  more  favourable 

weather. 
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weather.  Toft:  about  for  near  ten  days, 
we  at  laft:  made  Havre  de-grace  early  in 
the  morning,  when  more  dead  than  alive 
I  was  conveyed  to  the  firfl:  inn,  and  in- 
ftantly  put  to  bed. 

Here  my  fatigues  and  apprehenfions 
were  very  near  producing  a  misfortune  I 
from  the  firft  had  dreaded.  I  had  but  too 
much  reafon  to  fear  that  the  poor  babe 
who  had  been  the  innocent  caufe  of  thefe 
calamities  would  never  live  to  reward  us 
for  them,  but  urged  into  a  premature  ex- 
iftence,  of  all  this  mighty  world  would 
claim  only  a  grave.  The  grief  this  gave 
me  increafed  the  danger  j  I  knew  the  paf- 
fionate  defire  of  offspring  which  pofleifed 
my  Lord.  I  had  often  flattered  myfelf  this 
iwifli,  if  indulged,  would  fill  up  that  void 
in  his  life  the  promife  had  caufed.  What 
then  Ihould  I  fufFer  to  fee  fuch  a  difap- 
;•  pointment  added  to  the  facrifices  and  de^ 
gradations  I  had  already  entailed  upon 
him  ?  It  was  at  this  crifis  all  the  merit 
of  Mifs  Cecil  flione  forth  :  to  the  deli- 
neate attentions  of  a  friend  ihe  united  th<: 
foft  folicitude  of  a  mother.    She  foothed 

Vol.  II.  E  mv 
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my  mind  with  the  moil  flattering  hopes^ 
and  jealous  left  in  any  fretful  moment  my 
fecret  foul  fhould  doubt  her  attachment, 
fhe  fo  entirely  foreftal led  every  fufpicion, 
that  uninformed  fpeftators  would  rather 
have  imagined  me  the  only  fource  of  her 
happinefs,  than  the  fole  obftacle  to  it.  At 
length  1  conquered  the  danger,  and  then 
my  fpirits returned  fafter than  my  ftrength. 
Often  I  talked  of  England,  of  my  fifter, 
and  the  expected  difpatches.  1  wrote  to 
Lady  Mortimer,  and  briefly  related  thofe 
incidents  I  have  here  explained  in  many 
pages ;  I  claimed  her  aHiance,vher  protec- 
tion, explained  the  prefent  delicate  fitua- 
tion  of  my  health,  and  enclofed  my  pic- 
ture in  little,  not  doubting  but  that  would 
identify  my  birth  :  and  part  of  the  dia- 
monds we  brought  with  us  were  Converted 
into  money,  to  eftablifli  our  rank,  if  we 
found  it  prudent  to  acknowledge  it. 

I  continued  a  long  time  too  weak  to 
quit  my  chamber,  yet  at  intervals  a  new 
fear  difturbed  me.  I  perceived  my  Lord 
abfent  and  an^xious ;  an  extreme  palenefs 
often  overcame  the  floridnefs  of  nature, 

and 
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and  traverfing  the  room  for  hours,  he 
would  give  way  to  a  chagrin  the  caufc 
of  which  not  all  my  tendered  entreaties 
could'wring  from  him.  I  often  recalled 
the  words  of  my  fifter  j  I  fancied  he  vainly 
regretted  the  diftindion  of  royalty,  the 
pride  of  fplendor,  and  the  pleafure  of 
popularity.  Accuftomed  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  every  eye,  to  have  every  wifh  fore- 
ftalled,  to  be  obeyed  ere  he  fpoke,  I,  figh- 
ing,  owned  the  change  in  his  fate  might 
well  appear  dreary.  Not  daring  to  hint 
my  ideas,  I  impatiently  expeded  the  re- 
turn of  the  exprefs  fent  to  Rouen,  hoping 
it  would  open  new  profpedls,  and  difperfe 
the  heavy  cloud  between  him  and  felicity. 
But  oh  how  delufive  is  human  perfpica- 
city ! — Infolently  vain  of  our  bounded 
knowledge,  we  boafl:  of  tracing  every 
thought  and  adlion  of  individuals  feas  di- 
vide from  us,  even  at  the  very  moment  we 
misjudge  all  with  whom  we  are  immedi- 
ately furrounded.  My  fond  attention  fixed 
partially  on  Lord  Leicefter,  looked  not 
out  of  himfclf  for  caufes  of  grief.  Lady 
Mortimer's  anfwer  at  length  arrived,;  fhc 
;acknov/ledged  her  relationlhip  to  me  with 
E  2  lurprizc 
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furprize  and  pleafure,  and  kindly  lament- 
ed that  her  infirnn  health  did  not  permit 
her  to  pay,  in  coming  to  me,  that  defer- 
ence my  regal  birth  intitled  me  toj  but 
aflured  her  train  waited  our  permiflion  to 
efcort  us  to  Rouen,  whither  fhe  urged  us  to 
haften,  as  well  for  our  own  fafety  as  to 
gratify  her  impatience.  My  expedlations 
being  fully  anfwered  by  this  letter,  breath- 
lefs  with  joy  I  raifed  my  eyes  to  Lord 
Leicefter,  who  had  been  perufing  it  over 
my  fhoulderj  they  met  his  full  of  a  fad- 
nefs  fo  meaning,  that  it  numbed  my  very 
heart. 

Long  ufed  to  dread  every  day  would 
teem  with  fome  horrible  event,  I  fnatched 
his  hand,  and  in  broken  accents  only  beg-, 
ged  to  know  it.  He  funk  at  my  {eQt» 
and  hiding  his  tears  with  my  robe,  fwelled 
with  fobs  that  almoft  cracked  my  heartj;. 
firings.  "  You  have  told  me  you  loved 
me,  Matilda  ?"  faid  he,  in  a  broken  and 
doubtful  voice.—  "  Told  you  !  re-echoed 
I ;  heavens  and  earth,  can  that,  my  Lord, 
remain  a  queftion  ?  have  I  not  for  you 
forgot  the  rights  of  fex,  of  rank,  of  every 
thing  but  love  r"   "  Have  I  not  done  all 

man 
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man  could  to  deferve  thefe  facrlfices  ?'* 
again  demanded  he.  "  Debate  no  more 
admitted  merits,  cried  I,  with  wild  im- 
patience J  oh  give  me  the  truth,  and  all 
the  truth  at  once  j  nor  doubly  torture  md 
with  this  pomp  of  preparation.  What- 
ever it  is,  I  will  remember  there  might 
be  a  worfe,  fince  my  eyes  dill  behold 
you;  every  evil  but  your  danger  my  foul 
(can  furely  cope  with.  You  fpeak  not 
yet:    we  are  then  difcovered,  betrayed, 

delivered   up,    condemned the  fatal 

power  of  Elizabeth  has  reached  us  even 
here,  for  nothing  elfe  can  furely  thus  af- 
fe<5l  you  ?"  *^  It  has  indeed,"  fighed  he. 
"  Oh  why  then,  exclaimed  I,  forgetful  of 
all  my  aflTurances,  am  I  unprovided  with 
poifon  ?  for  death  muft  now  be  the  only 
mercy  hoped.  May  the  ocean,  from 
which  we  with  fo  much  difficulty  efcaped, 
entomb  us  on  our  return,  rather  than 
refign  us  up  to  her  licenfed  vengeance." 
"  The  power  of  Elizabeth  has  reached  us^ 
added  he,  more  mournfully,  though  not 
in  our  own  perfons.  Safe  ftill  in  m^ 
arms,  in  my  heart,  you  may,  my  love 
long  arraign  and  bewail  a  misfortune  all 
E  3  Europe 
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Europe  will  bewail  with  you."  His  fym- 
pathifmg  eyes  explained  the  truth — the 
agonizing  truth — my  foul  underftood  him 
— aghaft  with  horror,  my  eyes  Teemed  to 
fet,  and  every  limb  to  ftiffen  to  marble  j 
a  fenfation,  to  which  fainting  is  eafe,  con- 
denfed  every  faculty,  and  nature,  powerful 
nature,  ftruck  on  my  heart  at  the  thought 
of  my  mother,  with  a  pang  perhaps 
equal  to  that  with  which  flie  bore  me. 
The  radiant  fun  of  love  feemed  to  dip 
into  a  fea  of  blood,  and  fink  there  for- 
ever. Unable  to  reduce  the  torrent  of 
my  ideas  into  language,  I  buried  my  head 
in  my  robe,  and  pointed  to  the  door, 
that  all  might  leave  me.  Happily,  my 
Lord  faw  a  prudence  in  compliance,  and 
laying  down  feveral  letters,  inftantly  re- 
tired. A  horrible  tranfport  for  fome 
moments  benumbed  me ; — how  multi- 
plied, how  complicated,  how  various,  how 
new,  were  then  my  feelings!  feelings 
which  ever  return  with  the  remembrance  ! 
feelings  which  opened  a  vein  in  my  cha- 
ra£ler  as  well  as  my  heart — all  fenfe  of 
gentlenefs  vanifhed.     The  firfl:  paper  I 
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p^fufed  confirmed  my  fears — I  faw  in  the 
firfl:  lines  the  decided  fate  of  the  royal 
Mary — 1  feemed  to   behold   the  favage 
hand   of  Elizabeth,  dipt   in   the    blood 
of  an  anointed  filler  fovereign. — I  felt  that 
(he  was  my  mother,  my  fond,  my  helplefs 
mother,  and  my  heart  floated  in    tears, 
which  were  hours  working  their  way  up 
to  my  burning  eyes.  The  furies  of  Oreftes 
furrounded  me,  and  thundered  parricide, 
nothing  but  parricide,  in  my  ear.   What, 
groaned  I,  after  fo   long  an  endurance, 
fuch  complicated  evils,  fupported  with  a 
patience  that  left  not  her  enemies  a  pre- 
tence for  facrificing  her,  that  mifery  was 
referved  for  her  daughter  ?  Perhaps  even 
at  the  moment  ihe  laid  that  beauteous  . 
head,  fo  many  hearts  were  born-  to  vi^or- 
ihip,  on  the  block,  every  agony  of  death 
was    doubled,    by    the   knowledge     her 
daughter  brought  her  there. — Why  did! 
not  perilh  in  the  Recefs   by  lightning  ? 
W^hy  did  not  the  ocean  entomb  me  ?  W^hy, 
why,  oh  God,  was  I  permitted  to  furvive 
my  innocence  ?-  In  the  wildnefs  of  my  af- 
flidion,  I  curfed  the  hour,  the  fatal  hour, 
E  4  when 
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■when  I  ventured  beyond  the  bounds  pre- 
fcribed  mc.     Yes  love,  love    itfelf  was 
annihilated,  and  (could  I  once  have  be- 
lieved it)  deeply  did  I  wifh  1  had  never 
feen  Lord  Leicefter.    PafTing  from  paper 
to  paper,  I  faw  friends  and  enemies  unite 
in  the  eulogium  of  the  Royal  Martyr. — 
What  magnanimity,  what  fweetnefs,  what 
fanflitude  did  they  afTign  to  her — the  be- 
came a  bright  example  in  the  mod  awful 
of  trials — Subliming  the  idea  of  revenge 
infeparable  from  human  nature  (he  com- 
prized it   in  comparifon. — And  what  a 
comparifon  ! — cafting  off  the  veil  of  her 
mortality,  to  darken  over  the  future  days 
of  Elizabeth,  the  radiant  track  of  her 
afcenfion  concentered,  while  it  dimmed 
the  eyesof  thofefurrounding  nations,  who 
too  late  bewailed  their  fhameful  inadivity. 
Spirit  of  the  Royal  Mary !  oh  thou  mod 
injured  !  fighed  out  at  laft  my  exhaufted 
foul,  from  that  blcflcdnefs  to  which   the 
wretch  now  levelled  with  the  dud,   per- 
haps too  early  tranflated  thee,  beam  peace 
and  pardon  !  Afluage  the  horrors  of  the 
involuntary  fin,  and  oh,  receivemy  life  as 

its 
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its  expiation;  or   a  little,   but  a  little, 
foothe  its  fad  remainder. 

Yet  vain  and  uncertain  were  all  my 
ideas  refpeding  the  difcovery  I  imputed 
to  Elizabeth.  Convinced  that  nothina: 
had  ever  been  intrufted  to  friendlliip,  I 
was  alTured  nothing  could  have  been  be- 
trayed. In  the  bofom  of  my  fifter  our 
mutual  fecret  refted,  and  there  I  imagined 
every  motive  muft  bury  it.  1  reviewed 
every  paper  once  more  ;  alas,  I  only  added 
to  my  affliction,  by  obferving  that  the 
name  of  EUinor  was  induftrioufly  avoided. 
Loft  in  conjecture,  it  was  fome  time  ere 
I  perceived  one  letter  my  robe  half  co- 
vered i  I  prefTed  to  my  lips  the  writing 
of  Lady  Arundel. 

"  Scarce  dare  I  allow  myfelf  time  to 
■  congratulate  you,  my  moft  honoured 
friend,  on  efcaping  the  deadly  rage  of 
Elizabeth,  fo  much  do  I  know  you  long 
for  news  of  your  fifter.  Alas,  that  I  could 
*  return,  in  that  information,  the  pleafure 
yours  gave  me.  Called  to  vifit  Lady  Pem- 
broke, whofe  danger  v^^as  too  fudden  for 
rue  to  be  apprized  of  it,  EUinor  came  back 

to 
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to  Court  the  very  hour  that  my  lord  and 
you  left  it.  She  took  the  place  of  my  fif- 
ter  (who  ought  to  have  been  in  waiting) 
and  by  this  means  fhe  was  unfortunately 
prefent  at  the  time  the  Queen  perufed 
Lord  Leicefter's  explanatory  letter.  Un- 
bounded in  herrefentment,  Elizabeth  le- 
velled it  all  againft  the  unfortunate  Elli- 
nor  J  and  in  feverely  taxing  her  with 
treachery  and  guilt,  dropt  expreHlons  by 
which  fhe  learnt  the  dangerous  fituation 
your  Plight  had  unfortunately  placed  her 
in,  as  well  as  the  evils  to  which  you  both 
ftood  expofed. — Grief,  fear,  and  indigna- 
tion almoft  deprived  her  of  reafon  j  and 
the  Queen  infifting  her  filence  proceeded 
from  obftinacy,  threw  at  her  a  large  book 
flie  had  been  reading,  which  ftriking  the 
fweet  Ell i  nor  on  the  temple,  flie  dropt 
fenfelefs  at  once.  The  other  ladies  cut 
her  laces ;  and  the  eager  eyes  of  the  Queen 
were  attracted  by  a  fmall  pacquetfufpend* 
cd  to  the  black  ribbon  fhe  alv/ays  wore 
round  her  neck.  Not  even  the  furprizing 
€fi'e<5t  its  contents  took  on  the  Queen,  has 
ever  enabled  any  one  to  guefs  at  them ; 

colour. 
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colour,  ftrength,  and  fpeech,  for  fome  mo- 
ments foiTook  Elizabeth,  when  recovering 
her  faculties,  fhe  once  more  perufed  the 
memorials;  then  deliberately  tore  them 
into  atoms ;  and  fumrnoning  Walfinghani 
and  Burleigh,  all  her  attendants,  fave  the 
old  Lady  Latimer,  retired.  From  the 
Court  Ellinor  was  conveyed  that  night, 
though  by  whom  or  whither,  is  yet  a  fecret* 
Love  and  friendihip  are  however  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  her  favour;  nor  can 
her  prifon  long  remain  fo  when  once  it  is 
difcovered.  Were  I  to  name  the  mofl:  ar- 
dent and  anxious  of  her  lovers  I  fhould 
furprize  you,  but  he  (liall  only  be  known, 
when  with  confcious  pride  he  prefents  her 
to  you,  and  claims  his  reward. 

The  profound  policy  Elizabeth  has  al- 
ways preferved  with  refpeft  to  Lord  Lei- 
cefter  fince  his  flight,  is  far  from  being 
fatisfadlory  to  his  friends.  She  fpeaks  of 
him  only  in  an  indifferent  light,  and  as  if 
employed  by  herfelf ;  while  all  that  pafled 
between  them  almoft  every  body  under- 
ftands,  though  no  one  dares  to  fay  fo.  It 
feems  indeed  as  if  her  rage  had  been  di- 

ver-ted 
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verted  from  him  by  another  obje(5l:.  I 
need  not  name  her  here.  Alas,  how  fe- 
verely  are  you  both  revenged  on  the 
Queen.  The  galling  chain  from  which 
file  has  at  laft  enfranchifed  Mary,  writhes 
round  her  own  heart  j  and  if  it  would  gra- 
tify you  to  fee  Elizabeth  tremble,  believe, 
me  you  need  only  fee  her.  Obliged  to 
avow  remorfe,  to  give  an  example  in  the 
feverity  of  her  mourning,  for  a  deed  only 
her  will  could  have  authorifed,  (he  has  the 
mifcry  of  knowing  her  murdered  royal 
prifoner  enthroned  in  Heaven,  and  em- 
balmed in  the  tears  of  even  her  own  peoi» 
pie.  Never  more  will  fhe  tafte  of  peace 
for  that  indeed  can  only  dwell  with  inno- 
cence.'* 

The  full  convi6llon  that  Elizabeth  had 
incurred  the  abhorrence  of  all  the  world, 
by  this  horrible  infraflion  of  the  rights 
erf  royalty,  fociety,  and  fex,  a  little  gra- 
tified my  exquifite  refentment.  Yes, 
fighed  I,  Heaven  has  invented  a  punifh- 
ment  proportionable  to  her  crime.  Coun. 
terafling  by  one  ftroke  the  policy  of  her 
whole  life,  Cac  has  permitted  herfelf  to  be 

known. 
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known,  and  of  confcquence  execrated. 
Deftined  to  furvive  her  youth,  her  virtue, 
her  fame,  and  her  happinefsj  although 
encircled  with  a  diadenn,  her  weary  head 
iliall  vainly  feek  one  faithful  tender  bofom 
to  repofe  on.  Thofe  fiery  pafTions,  fo 
often  deflruftive  to  others,  wanting  now 
an  objed,  muft  prey  upon  the  heart  that 
conceals  them  ;  till  envying  the  glorious 
end,  as  (he  ever  did  the  diftinguifhed 
bloom  of  Mary  Stuart,  her  fate  is  wound 
up  in  fears  of  her  offspring.  In  vain  her 
cruel  care  would  extirpate  them  ;  every 
crime  will  but  give  birth  to  a  new  fear, 
and  the  martyrdom  of  the  Queen  of  Scots 
"will  multiply  the  caufes  of  her  terror, 
fince  fhe  now  knows  that  more  than  one 
child  furvives  her. 

As  the  evening  clofed,  this  bilict  was 
given  me  from  my  Lord  : 

**  The  heart  which  has  long  bled  by 
anticipation  for  your  forrow,  demands  to 
partake  it  with  you.  Oh !  my  fole  love^ 
deny  me  not  a  Ihare  in  your  compafTioi]. 
Fearful  every  moment  left  Ifhould  lofe  the 
daughter,  the  fate  of  the  mother  ftruggl.ed 

with 
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with  that  grief  in  my  foul,  nor  durft  I 
xon:imunicate  it  till  concealment  becanticr 
impofiible. — I  do  not  aflc  you  to  be  com- 
forted i  weep  on,  my  dear  Matilda,  but 
weep  in  my  arms,  for  what  have  1  left  in 
life  if  you  forget  to  love  me  ?" 

This  little  billet,  happily  calculated  to 
awaken  the  fofter  paflions,  drew  forth  my 
tears  in  great  abundance.  1  reproached 
myfelf  with  violence  and  unkindnefs. 
Let  me  not,  cried  I,  while  fo  feverely  la- 
menting one  error,  be  guilty  of  another. 
Loft  to  the  duties,  the  claims  (oh  Heaven 
that  I  fhould  be  fo  !)  of  a  daughter,  thofe 
of  a  wife  ought  to  aflume  a  double  influ- 
ence. Yes,  chofen  Leicefter,  I  am  yours, 
amever  yours ;  if  this  opprefied  heart  docs 
not  wholly  difiblve  in  forrow,  you  will 
one  day  become  again  its  only  object  j  and 
fiicred  from  this  moment  be  the  rights  of 
all  united  with  me.  I  coUeded  my  wild 
afflided  thoughts,  and  raifing  them  in 
prayer,  a  bleffcd  compofure  overcame  the 
agitations  of  my  mind.  Pafiing  into  the 
next  room,  where  I  heard  my  Lord  walk- 
ing, I  threw  miyfelf  into  his  arms.     "  Oh 

you 
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you  whom  I  have  fo  fatally  loved,  faltered 
!_,  you  who  are  now  nearly  my  all,  fill  up, 
if  poflible,  every  avenue  to  my  heart, 
and  guard  it  from  retrofpedion."  He 
anfwered  not  a  word,  but  prefllng  his 
cheek  to  mine,  our  tears  mingled. 

"  1  fee  too  plainly  the  truth,  the  fatal 

truth,  faid  I,  recurring  to  Lady  Arundel's 

letter.    Lovely,  ill  fated  filler,  it  was  you 

then  who  accelerated  our  haplefs  mother's 

death  !     That  Elizabeth  knew  me  for  a 

daughter  of  the  Stuart  line,  (he  took  a 

deadly  means  to  certify,  but  how  fhe  dif- 

covered  it,  mufi:  ever  have  appeared  mi.^ 

raculous  without  this  letter;  1  nov.'  plainly 

perceive  that  my  fifter  indifcreetly  wore 

the  duplicate  proof  of  our  birth,  its  deareft 

and  bed   teftimonial,  while  mine  is  yet 

treafured  in  the  fecret  cabinet  at  Kenil- 

worth ;  and  this  in  one  moment  deftroyed 

her  own  peace,  and  determined  the  fate  of 

her  mother.  Oh,  moil  inexorable  !  Could 

thy   vengeance  demand  more   than  one 

Viflim  ?  Is  then  the  daughter  filently  fa- 

crificed  on  the  lamented  grave  of  her  pa-< 

rcntf    Never'more,  beloved  filler  of  my 

blood 
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blood  and  heart,  ft  all  I  behold  thee! 
never  more  draw  comfort  from  thy  fweet 
accents,  nor  with  thee  pierce  through  the 
veil  of  futurity,  and  catch  gleams  of 
golden  days.  Doubtlefs  Elizabeth  ima- 
gines this  the  only  authentic  proof  exill- 
ing?  Oh,  if  in  confequence  of  that  opi- 
nion Die  touches  the  innocent  life  of  El- 
linor,  I  will  offer  inconteftible  evidence 
alike  of  Mary's  marriage  with  Norfolk* 
and  our  birth,  at  the  foot  of  Henry's 
throne.  He  is  famed  for  juftice  and  ge- 
nerofityj  I  am,  alas,  the  helplefs  objedlof 
both.  The  houfe  of  Guife  will  unite  to 
protect  me  ;  perhaps  all  Europe  will  aid 
too  late  the  powerlcfs  King  of  Scots,  and 
fave  him  from  feeling  his  impotence  of 
royalty." 

Unable  entirely  to  Ihare,  unwilling  in 
the  leaft  to  controul,  my  tender  feelings 
for  my  family.  Lord  Leicefter's  life  could 
not  at  this  period  be  called  happy.  Mifs 
Cecil  again  appeared  our  guardian  angel. 
As  an  intermediate  perfon  Ihe  felt  for,  fhe 
foothed  both,  till  my  irritated  paflions 
meliorated  iflfenfibly  into  fadnefs.    I  be- 
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gan  to  liften  to  the  flattering  hopes  (he 
continually  inftilled,  that  my  fifter  ftill 
lived,  and  fome  fortunate  event  might  yet 
reftore  her  to  us.  My  Lord  was  affured, 
by  the  united  teftimony  of  his  friends, 
that  Elizabeth  had  no  pretence  for  im- 
peaching him,  and  Henry  learnt  with  plea- 
fure  his  defign  of  fixing  his  refidence  in 
France.  Thus  again  our  peace  feemcd  re- 
eftabliflied  on  a  better  foundation  than  it 
had  yet  been  :  and  I  devoted  my  attention, 
for  theprefent,  folely  to  recompencing  my 
Lord  for  all  he  had  renounced  in  my  favor. 

Overwhelmed  with  the  repeated  folici* 

tations  of  Lady'Mortimer,  I  at  laft  fum- 

moned  refolution  to  fet  out  for  Rouen ; 

from  whence  we  had  been  fupplied  with 

every  accommodation  fuitable  to  our  rank. 

That  city  having  long  been  diftinguifhed 

as  the  refuge  of  every  noble  exile,  my  Lord 

fixed  on  it  for  our  refidence  :  my  relation 

to  Lady  Mortimer  enfured  me  every  ho« 

:  nor,  and  Lord  Leiceftcr's  name  would  foon 

1  form  us  a  little  court.     The   crifis  now 

;  approached  very  near,  which  both  confi- 

( dercd  yvith  joy  and  terror,  and  it  appeared 

Vol.  U.  F  fome 
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fome  relief  co  be  under  the  eye  of  a  Lady, 
■whofe  experience  and  tendernefs  might 
leflen  my  fufFcFings.  Lord  Leicefter's 
unwearied  indulgence  and  anxious  confi- 
deration,  every  hour  endeared  him  more 
to  me,  and  I  gladly  on  refledion  com- 
pounded with  fortune  for  all  her  other 
feverities,  fince  the  firfl:  objedt  of  my  heart 
was  ftill  unaltered. 

Averfe  to  being  known  ere  we  had  form- 
ed a  fuite,  and  feleded  a  habitation,  my 
Lord  gave  Lady  Mortimer  notice  that  we 
fhouid  not  arrive  till  night.  As  we  paft 
through  the  gates  of  Rouen,  cfcorted  by 
her  train,  my  heart  beat  high  with  the 
idea  of  meeting  the  filter  of  the  noble 
Norfolk ;  the  only  being  (my  own  ex- 
cepted) allied  in  blood  to  me.  She  met 
me  at  the  entrance  of  a  falcon  j  I  clafpcd 
her  hands  with  emotion;  I  wept  upon,  I 
prefixed  them  to  my  bofom.  She  em- 
braced me  with  extreme  compofure,  and 
holding  me  back  a  moment,  ran  over  my 
features  and  perfon  with  fo  keen  a  fcru- 
tiny,  as  convinced  mc  that  fenfibility  was 
not  her  charafteriflie.  While  due  compli- 
ments 
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ments  pafTed  between  Mifs   Cecil,   my 
Lord,  and  her,  I,  in  turn,  indulged  my- 
felf  with   an  examination.      Her  perfon 
was  full-fized,  tall,  and  graceful,  like  all 
the  family  of  Howard  -,  her  features  vifi- 
bly   marked  both  by  age,  and   decayed 
beauty  j  her  drefs  fimple,  being  like  my 
own,    of  mourning,    and   her  manners 
ftrongly  conveyed  the  idea  of  fuperiority. 
Dignity  tinflured  with  aufterity,  marked 
her  converfation  j  and  I  felt,  to  my  great 
regret,  that  I  had  gained  a  relation,  with- 
out winning  a  friend.     Two  monks,    to 
\?hom  fhe  paid  a  profound  deference  ;  an 
qld  officer  of  the  Mortimer  family,   and 
his  fifter,  were  introduced  to  us  as  perfons 
entitled  to  fhare  our  fecretj  and  we  faw 
it  indeed  lodged  with  them,  ere  our  con- 
ient  was  demanded.     Lord  Leiccfter  was 
ilruck  difagreeably  at  this  difcovery,  but 
ftruggled  with  his    pride,   and    afFe(5ted 
good     humour;    while    finding   myfelf, 
after  all  my  dangers,  under  a  roof  fandi- 
fied    by  alliance,    and   v;here   my    Lord 
feemed  reftored  to  his  proper  fphere,  plea- 
Jure   dilated   my  whole  foul,  and    I  fat 
F  2  down 
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down  to  a  fumptuous  entertainment  pre- 
pared on  the  occafion^  with  an  appetite  I 
had  long  wanted. 

My  aunt  avoided,   in  confideration  of 
my  ftate  and  fatigues,  entering  into  our 
affairs,  and   brought  her  own  before   lis 
with  a  kind  freedom;  afTurcd  us  of  the 
friendfhip  of  her  eldeft  fon.  Lord  Morti- 
mer, who  had  preferred  the  pleafure  of  li- 
berty in  both  his  religion  and  adions,  by 
ferving  in  the  wars  of  France,  to  feeking 
a  precarious  fortune  in   England,  under 
an  enemy  to  the  Pope.     The  landed  pro- 
perty, once  the  inheritance  of  the  Mortir 
mers,  her  Lord  had  prudently  difpofed 
of  ere  the  return  of  Philip  to  Spain,   in 
■whofe  fervice  he  had  ever  continued  :  and 
that  Monarch,  famed  as  he  was  for  mean- 
nefs  and  ingratitude,  had  fhewn  a  fignai. 
fenfe  of  the  attachment,  by  a  grant  to  her 
youngeft  fon  of  a  confiderabte  portion  df 
land  in  Jamaica,  which  he  had  cultivated 
under  fuch  indulgences,  as  made  it  every 
day  more  valuable.     His  marriage  with 
a  Spanifli   lady,  had  united  him   more 
jRrmly  to  their  government  and  interefts: 

but 
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,  but  having  lately  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  his  wife,  he  had  ^yielded  to  the  in- 
treaties  of  his  mother  to  vifit  France,  and 
,was  hourly  expected.  Occupied  with  her 
own  narration,  my  aunt  no  longer  remem- 
bered that  I  was  weary.  Mifs  Cecil  how- 
ever reminded  her  of  the  hour,  and  we  were 
conduced  to  a  magnificent  apartment. 

Lord  Leicefter  (lightly  touched  on  the 
little  difguft  he  had  jutlly  conceived,  and 
indulged  a  drowfinefs  which  1  could  nof 
immediately  partake.  New  objecls  had 
awakened  my  fancy,  and  invaded  my  reft; 
images  more  pleafing  than  had  bled  me 
fince  the  moment  I  quitted  Kenilworth 
Caftle  now  enlivened  my  foul.  Yes,  my 
Xeicefter,  faid  I,  foftly  grafping  the 
hand  of  my  fleeping  love,  for  me  thou 
ihalt  no  more  be  endangered,  and  de- 
graded ;  beyond  the  reach  of  our  enemies 
we  may  now  laugh  at  all  their  impotent 
malice.  Ah  vain  and  prefumptuousl  a 
deadly  fr^are  was  at  that  moment  winding 
round  my  heart,  and  a  punifliment  pre- 
pared which  pierced  it  through  the  bofom 
offecurity.  Alas!  madam,  this  night  of 
F3  pro. 


it 
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promifed  peace  proved  the  sera  in  my  life ; 
and  became  fo  by  a  misfortune  which  ab- 
forbed  the  fenfe  of  every  other.  Flow, 
how  fhall  I  recall  the  fcene,  and  preferve 
recolledion  enough  to  paint  it  ?  Drop- 
ping into  that  foft  lethargy  which  fore- 
runs flcep— -ah,  why  had  I  not  been  bu- 
ried in  the  deepeft  ?  but  I  was  born  the 
fate  of  thofe  I  loved.  It  was  my  peculiar 
mifery  to  raife  the  hand  which  cut  them 
off  from  all  but  my  memory,  and  oh  to 
weep  through  life  the  errors  of  too  foft 
a  heart ! — Sinking,  as  I  have  already  faid, 
into  flumber,  I  fancied  I  heard  a  noife  in 
the  room— Starting  up  with  a  fear  habit 
had  made  almoft  intuitive,  I  awakened 
Lord  Leiceder,  who  inftantly  drew  afide 
the  curtain.  I  difcerned  with  inexprefTible 
horror,  by  the  pale  light  of  a  lanthorn, 
many  men  furrounding  the  bed  with  le- 
velled arms,  while  one  with  an  imperious 
voice  called  out  to  him  to  furrender  to  the 
Queen  of  England.  At  that  fatal  found 
my  very  foul  recoiled,  but  my  Lord,  not 
deigning  to  anfwer,  drew  a  fword,  always 
laid  under  his  pillow,  and  haughtily  com- 
manded 
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iTianded  them  to  leave  the  chamber.  The 
men  advancing,  he  aimed  at  the  one  near- 
eft  him,  who,  by  inftantly  retreating, 
jarred  the  arm  of  his  companion.  The 
flafli  of  death,  the  tremendous  found,  the 
falling  of  the  fword — all,  all,  confirmed 

in  a  moment  my  fate Lord  Leicefter, 

the  worfhipped  of  my  foul — my   ail   on 

earth alas,  almoft  my  all  in  heaven, 

funk  into  my  weak  arms  in  a  laft  convul- 

fion. That  which,  at  the  appointed 

period,  fhall  annihilate  nature,  can  alone 
forpafs  the  impreffion  of  the  moment. 
Terrible  too  was  the  confufion  of  thefe 
wretches  at  fo  unforefeen  an  event.  Thg 
faint  light  they  cariied  gleamed  over 
thofe  features  fo  adored.  He  tremuloufly 
railed  my  hand  to  his  lips,  and  gave  up 
his  foul  in  filence  on  my  bofom. 

But  who  (hall  fpeak  the  mifery  of  my 
mind?  Precipitated,  like  the  offending 
angels,  at  once  from  heaven  to  hell,  an  aw-, 
ful  filence  took  place  of  lamentation.  Ob 
it  was  a  woe  too  mighty  for  complaint  i 
^,-jlnfenfible  to  fear,  I  at  length  defperately 
urged  his  murderers  once  more  to  unite 
F  4  thofc 
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thofe  they  had  thus  feparated.  I  bathed 
my  bofom  in  the  blefled  crimfon  which 
ftill  flowed  from  his,  and  called  alike  on 
heaven  and  nnan  to  end  me.  Alas,  the 
only  objedb  of  my  hope?,  my  fears,  my 
cares,  my  wifhes,  was  congealing  before 
the  eyes  of  the  forlorn  wretch  condemned 
to  furvive  him.  The  entrance  of  Lady 
Mortimer  wrought  grief  up  to  phrenzy, 
and  for  many  days  gave  that  relief  to  all 
my  agonies. 

Reafon  dawned  upon  my  difordercd 
foul  like  light  through  chaos.  A  dim  re- 
membrance of  what  I.  had  been,  preceded 
that  of  what  I  was.  Faintly  I  recognized 
even  the  weak  hand  with  which  I  drew 
back  the  curtain.  I  found  myftlf  in  a 
narrow  cell,  lighted  only  through  an  ob- 
fcure  cafement  of  painted  glafs.  Intui- 
tively my  lips  pronounced   the  name  of 

Leicefter—in  vain Nothing  but  my 

own  voice  returned  upon  my  ear;  and  the 
lonely  dungeon  in  which  I  beheld  myfelf 
enclofcd,  overwhelmed  me  with  fo  deadly 
a  chillnefs,  that  the  fhutting  of  my  eyes 
appeared  a  degree   ol  relief     Thought 

TOfQ 
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rofe  tumulcuoufly  on  thought,  till  in  one 
moment  the  terrible  whole  riaflied  upon 
my  mind.  I  feemed  once  more  in  that 
magnificent  bed  which  from  the  peaceful 
afylum  of  love  an  inftant  converted  into 
the  bier  of  death— -once  more  I  caught 
that  laft,  laft  look,  indelibly  imprefled—- 
and  felt  once  more  my  heart  congeal 
with  the  life-blood  which  fprung  in  tor- 
rents from  his.  I  ftarted  up  once  more 
in  wild  defpair ;  and  wringing  my  hands, 
groaned  forth  his  name  in  accents  fo  pierc- 
ing, that  they  roufcd  the  withered  atten- 
dant allotted  me,  from  her  undifcovered 
pallet-bed  at  the  foot  of  mine.  Hurry- 
ing towards  mc,  (he  muttered  fomething 
I  did  not  underftand.  Heavens  !  cried 
I,  furveying  her  habit  in  amazement, 
(for  'till  then  I  had  never  fcen  a  nun) 
where  am  I  ?  furely  in  the  Recefs ;  and 
the  grave  has  given  up  its  former  inha- 
bitants for  my  relief  and  comfort? 

*'  Jefu  Marie  !  cried  Qie  in  French,  which 
I  very  imperfectly  underftood,  will   this  t 
poor   thing    ever  recover    her   fenfes  ?'* 
*'  Ah  no,  added  J,  anfwcring  myfelf,  that 

fatal 
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fatal  language  confirms  every  dire  recol- 
leflion  :  inform  me  you,  who  are  (I  know 
not  why)  interwoven  in  my  fate,  where, 
where  is  my  Lord?  if  all  that  fiafhes  over 
my  foul  be  but  a  wandering  of  intellect, 
and  he  yetlives."— -She  caft  down  her  eyes 
muttering,  "  Yes,  my  poor  child,  you 
are  fcnfible  by  that  queflion."  "  Vain, 
vain  hope !  cried  I,  burfting  into  tears, 
and  returning  to  my  native  tongue  j  yet 
ph  !  alive  or  dead,  him  alone  do  I  require  j 
reftore  him,  but  reftore  him  !  a  dear,  a 
facred  duty  attaches  me  even  to  his  afbes. 
Lead  me  to  them,  fince  they  are  all  now 
left  me,  and  allow  me  to  lament  at  leifure." 
She  fhrugged  up  her  (boulders,  implying 
that  (lie  did  not  thoroughly  comprehend 
my  language,  and  crolTing  herfelf,  de- 
nounced eternal  perdition  on  me  if  I  longer 
thought  of  a  heretic,  who  feduced  me  from 
the  true  faith,  and  who  of  confequence 
became  a  dreadful  example  of  vengeance  j 
charging  me  to  adore  the  holy  Virgin  Mo- 
ther, who  had  by  fo  gentle  a  punifhment 
recalled  me  to  the  Catholick  church.  Yes, 
Y fainted  Leicelter,  in  the  infatuation  of  her 

bigotry 
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bigotry  fhe  dared  to  term  thy  death  ^gen* 
tie  puniihment.  Indignation  throbbed 
through  thofe  pulfes  grief  had  nearly 
ftilled,  and  I  gave  vent  to  all  the  an- 
guifh  of  my  f^ul :  abjured  with  an  ag- 
gravated contempt  the  erroneous  faith  of 
my  ancedors,  bewailed  too  late  the  cre- 
dulity infpired  by  my  own — execrated  the 
cruel,  the  treacherous  Lady  Mortimer, 
and  demanded  my  liberty  with  a  fpirit 
that  perplexed  and  furprized  the  Nuns. 
Alas!  1  perceived  at  the  fame  moment, 
bythe^increafing  number  who  now  gather- 
ed round  my  bed,  how  vain  either  threats 
or  intrearies  mud  prove  in  that  inftance. 
The  Superior  approached,  and  in  an  au- 
thoritative decifive  voice  informed  mc, 
that  Lady  Mortimer,  in  right  of  her  rela- 
tionfhip,  had  placed  me  entirely  under 
their  care  and  protection,  relying  on  their 
pious  endeavours  both  for  the  recovery  of 
my  reafon  and  my  principles :  nor  could  I 
make  fo  good  a  ufe  of  the  firfl:  as  to  apply 
it  folely  to  the  recovery  of  the  latter,  in- 
ftead  of  idly  lamenting  a  lofs  which  alone 
could   have  preferved   my  foul.      They 

called 
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called  the  noble  hufband,  of  whom  their 
illiberal  tenets  had  jiift  deprived  me,  an 
heretic  j  an  outcaft  of  fociety  3  a  wretch 
not  worthy  interment.  I  heard  without 
replying,  but  my  foul  was  not  filent.  I 
appealed  to  the  Mod  High,  and  he  will 
not  forget  me.  Oh  !  in  the  awful  day  of 
retribution,  dreadfully  will  he  diftinguifh 
the  bigotted  diftators  in  religion  ! 

Happily  for  me,  they  underftood  lefs 
of  my  language  than  I  did  of  theirs  ;  this 
alone  perhaps  faved  me  from  a  harfhnefs 
which  mufl  have  added  the  ruin  of  my 
conftitution  to  that  of  my  peace. 

You  will  be  aftonifhed,  madam,  at  my 
furviving  fuch  unceafing  complicated  mif- 
fortunes,  and  above  all,  the  lofs  of  my 
beloved.  I  regard  it  myfelf  with  wonder, 
and  impute  my  flrength  both  of  body  and 
mind  folely  to  the  knowing  no  interval  in 
my  fuffcrings.  Driven  from  one  fatigue 
to  another,  from  one  agony  to  another, 
lamentation  was  continually  fufpended 
either  by  amazement,  or  that  neceffity  for 
exertion  which  gives  a  fpring  to  all  but  the 
^,weakeft  minds,  and  counterads  defpon- 
'^  dency. 
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dency.  Grief,  I  may  affirm  from  fad  ex- 
perience, cannot  be  fatal  till  it  ftills  and 
condenfes  every  other  paffion. 

Left  at  lafl  with  only  that  miferable 
companion,  my  own  heart,  I  ruminated 
at  leifure.     Deprived  of  Lord  Leicefter, 
happinefs,  revenge,  name,  fortune,  every 
charm  of  exidence,  every  right  in  foci- 
etyj  entombed  alive,  ere  the  afhes  of  my 
Lord  were  allotted  a  refting  place,  I  re- 
viewed my  whole  fate  with  aftonifliment. 
Often  wearied  with  fuffering  did  I  medi- 
tate giving  up  a  life  no  longer  endeared 
to    me,  ^and  quietly  purfuing  my  foul's 
better  part.     Alas,  the  unborn  caufe  of 
all  my  late  dangers  would  ftill  recall,  dill 
hold  me  down  to  fulFer !     Yes,  precious 
remnant  of  my  love,  fole  pledge  of  pad 
felicity;  laft  of  the  mighty  Dudley  line, 
fighed  f,  I  owe  thee  the   painful  blefTinor 
of  exiftencej  I  owe  thy  noble  father's  me- 
mory juf!  ice.     I  know  the  profound,  the 
execrable  policy  of  Elizabeth,  nor  doubt 
her  efcaping  the  flighted  cenfure,  unlefs 
I  appear, — and  diaJl   I,  diall  I,  oh   Lei- 
ceder,  living  or  dead,  forfake  thee  ?  fliall 

■.■'iJJb'i'iJi.  .  f  ft    _ 
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Ihe  who  cofV  thee  every  worldly  good, 
allow  thy  honour,  thy  fortune,  thy  life, 
to  be  annihilated  without  one  effort  to 
retrieve  either  ?  No,  fince  revenge  is  the 
little  all  now  left  me,  let  me  fecure  that 
little.  Difappoint,  oh  God !  the  weak 
and  enthufiaftic  views  of  my  unworthy 
relation  i  permit  me  to  convey  from  this 
unhallowed  grave,  the  honoured  aflies  of 
my  love  ;  let  them  overwhelm  Elizabeth 
■with  late  contrition  and  fruitlefs  (name, 
and  then,  oh  then,  allow  me  to  bequeathe 
to  my  trembling  babe  that  life,  I  no  longer 
"wifli  to  groan  under ! 

To  effect  any  part  of  thefe  complicated 
■defigns,  I  found  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to 
flifie,  in  a  degree,  my  feelings  -,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  a  diffimulation  my  foul  abhor- 
red, 1  requefted  to  fee  that  woman  who 
was  more  terrible  to  my  eyes  than  any 
thing  human,  Elizabeth  excepted.  This 
requell  flattered  the  Nuns  with  the  hope 
of  my  converfion,  and  a  little  opened 
their  hearts  towards  me.  I  now  learnt 
that  the  wretches  who  robbed  my  days  ot 
comfort,  imputed  the  event  folely  to  ac- 
cident. 
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cident,  nor  pleaded  a  commifTion  beyond 
conveying  Lord  Leicefter  to  England, 
and  even  that  in  fo  private  a  manner  as 
fliewed  them  \\ithout  legal  authority. — 
The  whole  had  been  condufled  with  To 
profound  a  fecrecy,  that  neither  the  de- 
fign  nor  its  bloody  event  had  ever  reached 
the  knowledge  of  the  police  ;  to  prevent 
which,  the  body  of  Lord  Leicefter  had. 
been  immediately  brought  into  an  outer 
vault  of  the  Chapel  of  the  Convent,  where 
it  had  been  embalmed  ready  to  fend  over 
to  England,  if  fuch  ihould  be  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Queen  ;  which,  as  it  appeared, 
was  all  they  confidered.  Thejev*'els  and 
money,  both  Lord  Leicefter  and  myfelf 
pofTefled,  when  we  entered  the  fatal  gates 
of  Rouen,  feemed  to  have  departed  with 
him,  as  well  as  every  information  refped- 
ing  the  lodgment  of  thofe  fums  I  have 
already  mentioned  ;  and  I  faw  myfelf,  for 
all  that  fortune  once  promifed  me,  inhe- 
riting only  a  weed. 

As  1  endured  with  patience  the  religious 
vifitations  and  homilies  of  the  Nuns,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  various  Monks,    who 

united 
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united  with  them  in  converting  me,  Lady 
Mortimer  in  a  few  days  confented  to  judge 
of  their  cares  by  feeing  me.  This  infolent 
woman  confidered  the  vific  as  a  conde- 
fcenfion,  and  hardly  held  out  a  hand  mine 
ihuddered  again  to  touch.  Unmoved  with 
my  palenefs,  my  condicion,  or  my  habit, 
Ihe  cahnly  difcourfed  with  the  fifterhood 
and  the  Monks,  while  I  continued  drown- 
ed in  tears  that  no  human  effort  could 
ftifle.  A  gentleman,  who  I  underflood 
was  her  younger  fon,  addrefl  me  with  the 
voice  of  fympathy;  uninfluenced  by  his 
mother's  pious  prejudices,  hefpokeofmy 
misfortune  as  the  firft  on  earth,  and  of 
Lord  Leicefter  as  the  man  who  mofl:  de- 
ferved  to  be  lamented  ;  and  bewailed  the 
delays  in  his  paffage  which  had  made  him 
unhappily  arrive  too  late  to  fuccour either. 
He  fpokc  too  in  Englilh.  The  words, 
the  manner,  the  language,  funk  into  my 
foul,  and  a  faint  hope  they  ftruck  ouL 
alone  enabled  me  to  fupport  the  enfuing 
converfation.  Lady  Mortimer  addreft  me 
with  an  air  at  once  tenacious  and  haughty  > 
treated  me  like  a  mere  girl,  who  to  a 

blind 
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blind  and  unpardonable  ptiffloh-,  liid  made 
perpetual  facrjfices  of  ev^ry  loilcrduty  of 
religion  and  morality  ;  reprefentcd  me  as 
the  Idle  caufe  of  my  mother's  martyrdoiTJ, 
a  fin  no  penapxe  could  ever  expiate ; 
mentioned  with  horror  that  imidri,  vvhicH 
wanting  the  fantlion  of  the  l'op>,  could 
not  by  her  be  termed  a  marriage:  and 
valued  herfelf  on  the  happy  plan  ih-c  had- 
laid  to  feparace  us.  It  appeared  that  the 
information  cf  our  place  of  refidence  had 
paffed  from  her  to  Elizabeth,  who  bar- 
gained for  the  fecret  delivery  of  Lord 
Leicefter  to  her  emiflaries  :  a  requeil  Lady 
Mortimer  complied  with  gladly,  as  the 
eafieft  and  mofi:  efFeflual  meafns  of  re- 
imiting  me  to  the  Church.  The  plaii  of 
feizing  him  at  midnight,  had,  Hie  o'v/ned, 
been;  concerted  by  herfelf,  as  that  was  a 
t4me  when  he  could  neither  refift,  nor  I 
follow  him,  to  create  any  alarm  :  a  cif- 
cumftance  Hie  dreaded  beyond  any  other. 
From  the  bloody  confequence  of  this 
treachery  fiie  affected  to  acquit  herfelf, 
though  without  exprefTing  any^  farrow  on 
ithe  occafion.  .;..-■ 

<VoL.  II.  G  Oh, 
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Oh,  negative  fin  !  groaned  I  inwardly  5 
oh,   dire  collufion !  wanting  courage  to 
afl  an  ill,  are  you,  when  pre-acquainted, 
lefs  guilty  in  not  preventing  it  ?  the  law3 
of  England  reached  not  hither  5  nor  was^ 
Lord  Leicefter  amenable  by  thofe  lawsj 
wherefore   entice  and  murder  him,   be- 
neath a  roof  alliance  and  hofpitalityfhould, 
have  doubly  confecrated  ?  Wherefore,  bu6 
that  the  commoneft  inn  would  have  pro- 
teded  him  ?  Tears  and  fighs  being  all  my,; 
comments  on  her  fpeech,  fhe  joined  the- 
Monks    in    elaborate   exhortations  j    in 
high  promifes  of  prefenting  me  to  all 
my  mother's  partifans,  and  rendering  me^ 
the  head  of  the  Englifli  Catholic  party^ . 
whenever  I  voluntarily  recanted  my  cf^f, 
rors }  or  if  I  perfifted  in  them,    anticiy. 
pating  the  judgment  of  Heaven,  Ihe  re-^ 
folved  to  punilh  my  apoflacy  by  an  abfo-f^ 
lute  feclufion  within  the  walls  which  at 
prefent  confined  me.     Faint,   and   over-^ 
come,  I  promifed  to  deliberate,  and  with 
difficulty  obtained  the  only  rcqueft  I  had 
ventured  : — the  fad  indulgence  of  weep-^ 
ing  over  the  coffin  of  Lord  Leicefl:er. 

I  could 
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I  could  hardly  fail  to  difcover,  through  . 
this  veil  of  fimuJation,  pride  and  bigotry, 
a  ftrong  felf-intereft.  The  agreement  for 
delivering  up  Lord  Leicefter  to  Elizabeth 
very  highly  offended  thofe  laws  which  pro- 
tefled  Lady  Mortimer,  and  to  which  (he 
muft  have  anfwered,  had  the  intention 
only  tranfpired ;  but  when  to  that  was 
added  his  murder,  his  midnight  murder, 
in  a  city  chiefly  compofed  of  Huguenots, 
hardly  dared  flie  guefs  at  her  own  danger. 
The  narrow  faith  which  embofomed  her 
: among  Catholics,  proved  in  this  inftance 
Iher  fafety,  fince  united  in  her  danger  as 
iwell  as  principles,  they  were  refolved  to 
(venture  the  utmoft  to  fecure  her.  Every 
Ifubfequent  day  confirmed  my  opinion, 
:and  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  winning  me 
[over,  or  entombing  me  alive,  made  the 
iNuns  omit  no  care  or  indulgence,  after 
ipnce  I  feemed  to  liflen  to  them. 

Fearful  of  roufing  all  my  palTions,  and 
reviving  every  prejudice,  by  conducing 
me  to  the  dreary  unhallowed  vault  Lord 
Leicefter  wab  laid  in,  and  not  daring  to 
bring  bis  facriiegcous  aflies  within  their 
G  2.  own 
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own  Chapel,  the  Nuns  amufed  themfelves- 
with  decorating  his  lepulchre  with  all  the 
pompous  infignia  of  Death. — Ah!  vain 
attennpt  to  fadden  anguifli  !  Can  midnight 
tapers,  fufpended  black,  or  waving  plumes 
■  relieve  thofe  eyes  v/hich  feek  in  vain  their 
only  objeft  ?  or  gratify  a  heart  writhing 
under  the  iron  hand  of  calamity  ?  Can 
mortal  prayers  enfure  immortal  happi- 
nefs  ?  or  can  felf- fainted  wretches  bribe 
the  Almighty  even  with  the  ore  his  boun- 
ty laviflies  ?  Prepofterous  blindnefs  !— 
Such  were  my  mental  replies  to  all  their 
cnthufiallic  harangues ;  and  this  ill-chofea 
moment  of  afiailing  me,  only  fixed  my 
fiuduating  religious  principles.  On  the 
coffin  of  Lord  Leicefter,  my  fecret  foul 
pronounced  a  vow  folemn  and  irrevoca- 
ble, to  know  no  heaven  but  his,  nor  feek 
It  in  another  manner.  Thou  too,  oh 
moft  beloved !  wert  prefcnt — but  not  to 
me — no  more  my  eyes  were  to  imbibe 
pleafure  from  the  lucid  beams  of  thine! 
—  no  more  my  foul  was  to  mingle  with 
thine,  effufions  which  fo  often  had  ena- 
bled me  to  fuflain  the  malevolence  of 
,  '  >  '''^~--  r  for- 
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fortune!  Ah,  no!  thou,  thou,  alone wert  by 

a  ftrange  tranfition  become  my  foveieign 

grief  J  and  the  -cold  lead  which  feared  up 

I  duft  fo  precious,  enclofed  at  the  fame  mo- 

I  iftcnt  the  heart  of  thy  fad  widow  I 

!       I  had  in  vain  enquired  for  Mifs  Cecil  j 

"the  Nuns  affured  me  they  knew'only  from 

my  delirium   that  fuch  a  perfon  exifled, 

and  Lady  Mortimer  inexorably  refufed  to 

inform     me,    whether    fhe    ftill  did   fo. 

'  Deeply  I  lamented  the  lofs  of  the  only 

;  friend  who  could  have  foothed  by  (liaring 

j  tny  affliflion.     Death    had    hallowed  her 

I  'paflion  with  rights  fcarce  inferior  to  my 

:  ov/n,  and  my  heart   too  frequently  felt 

!  none  but  thofe  who  loved  could  lament 

i  'Lord  Leicefter  as  he  merited. 

Mr.  Mortimer  foon  became  the  medi- 
um between  me  and  his  mother  ;  defpair- 
ing  to  touch  her  impenetrable  foul,  I 
'.employed  every  moment  of  lonelinefs  in 
fubduing  her  fon's.  Slov/ly  I  unfolded 
my  views,  and  flowly  he  too  liftened 
to  them ;  yet  he  did  lifien.  Fearful 
that  every  hour  would  add  a  nevy  incon- 
'I  venience,  by  the  birth  of  that  poor  babe 
G3  for 
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for  whom  IfufFered  fucH  unremitting  ca* 
lamity,  and  dubious  whether  the  pious 
policy  of  the  Nuns  might  not  fnatch  it, 
as  foon  as  born,  from  my  feeble  arms,  as 
well  to  enfure  my  ftay  as  my  abjuration, 
new  terrors  fprung  up  in  my  foul.  I  could 
not  but  pe  ceivc  that  an  interefted  motive 
aduated  Mortimer;  reduced,  however, 
to  owe  my  freedom  to  any  thing,  I  ap^ 
peared  blind  to  a  tendernefs  every  circum- 
(lance  forbade  him  to  avow.  A  very  few 
days  determined  him,  and  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  fecured  an  Englifh  veflelj 
the  crew  of  which  were  to  be  his  only 
afTiftants.  How  flowly  is  hope  extin- 
guifhed,  and  oh,  how  fwiftly  does  it 
revive  !  aduated  with  the  moft  impatient 
defire  of  efcaping,  I  made  even  my  grief 
fubfervient  to  it;  and  propofed  to  the 
Nuns  periodically  to  watch  in  the  vault 
with  Lord  Leicefter,  (a  fad  ceremony 
their  religion  permitted,  and  mine  did 
not  forbid)  being  told  it  would  be  eafier 
to  force  a  way  into  this  than  the  interior 
parts  of  the.  Convent.  Mortimer  had 
himfelf  direfled  in  conveying  thither  my 
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departed  love,  and  allowed  it  to  be  an 
eafy  means  of  cfcape,  and  perhaps  the 
only  one.  ''>fi  ""(^ 

I  paft  part  of  feveral  preceding  nights 
jn   the  fame  manner,    accompanied    by 
different  Nuns,  to  lull  fufpicion,  were  it 
poffible  any  fbould  have  arifen.     What 
quick,    what    multiplied,    what  various 
emotions  foreran  the  appointed  time !— i 
Every  eye  feemed  to  dive  into  my  defign, 
and  every  heart  feemed  intent  to  coun- 
teradl  it.    I  found  it  impoffible  to  obtain 
the  privilege  of  watching  alone,  and  (hi- 
vercd  left  my  deliverers  (hould  arrive  ere 
my  pale  companion  was  fummoned  ;  or 
J  Ihould   want  ftrength   to  prevent  her 
alarming  the  fifterhood.     Fortunately  the 
night  proved  fevercly  cold,  and  obferving 
that  fhe  was  no  fliarer  in  my  penance,  I 
recommended  to  her  to  retire  to  her  cell, 
and  rejoin   me  when  the  mattins  were 
over.     Pifgufted  with  her  employmenti 
and  already  froft-nipt,  fhe  fullenly  com- 
plied, leaving  me    alone  with  the  cof- 
fin of  Lord  Lcicefter— Loft  hufband  of 
my  choice  !  Oh,  ever  dear,  and  ever  la- 
G  4  mented  1 
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mented!  fighed  I,  kneeling  before,  and 
invoking  the  fenfelefs  lead,  not  for  her- 
felf  is  thy  Matilda  thus  anxious.:  to  vin- 
dicate thy  honor,  to  preferve  the  preci- 
ous earth  which  once  was  part  of  thee, 
apd  that  which  will  foon  become  fo,  is  all 
the  ufe  fhe  now  can  make  of  freedom. 
An  awful  filence,  which  feemed  only  in- 
terrupted by  the  throbbing  of  my  pulfes, 
fucceeded.  Regardlefs  of  all  thofe  em- 
blems of  the  grave,  which  harrow  up  the 
minds  of  the  happy,  I  knew  no  fear  but 
of  the  living.  The  bell  ilruck  upon  my 
heart  the  decifive  twelve.  A  jarring  in 
the  farthefi  vault  reached  my  ear  j  ano- 
ther opened  j  I  heard  the  feet  of  men; 
another  yeCj  I  was  environed  by  my  de- 
liverers, and  one  fpark  of  pleafure  ran 
through  my  cold  frame,  as  I  raifed  my 
head  from  the  coffin  of  Lord  1  eicefter. 
*'  Fly,  fair  Matilda,"  cried  the  impatient 
Mortimer,  fnatching  my  hand  to  rai(e 
me. — "  Stay,  generous  friend,  and  hear 
me,  faid  I,  with  firmnefs.  You  refcue  only 
half  of  me,  if  you  leave  the  aflies  of  my 

Lord 
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Lord  behind.  Would  you  part  a  mifer 
from  his  treafure  ?  rather  will  he  be  maf- 
lacred  upon  it.  'There  is  enclofcd  the 
whole  of  mine  ;  bear  that  likewife  away, 
or  entomb  me  with  it ;  for  never,  I  fwear 
by  him  in  whofe  prefence  we  were  united, 
never  will  I,  alive  or  dead,  confent  to 
part  with  my  hufband."  Offended  at  fo 
unexpefled  a  demand,  he  urged  the  diffi- 
culty and  the  danger,  with  a  harfhnefs  I 
thought  him  incapable  of;  neverthelefs, 
the  place  and  time  allowed  not  of  long 
deliberation,  and  finding  me  inflexible, 
he  at  lafl  ordered  the  failors  to  convey 
away  the  coffin  likewife.  An  order  they 
only  complied  with,  from  taking  the  me- 
taphorical phrafe  1  had  ufed,  "  of  a  trea- 
fure," in  a  literal  fenfe.  Attached  to  Lord 
Leicefter  beyond  mortality,  1  always  felt 
proteded  v;hen  he  was  prefent,  and  with 
ceafelefs  care  watched  my  deliverers,  con- 
vinced they  would  be  but  too  ready  to 
leave  fo  great  an  incumbrance  behind. 

They  bore  me  with  fwiftnefs  to  the 
banks  of  the  Seine,  where  a  bo?it  waited  j 
and  the  tide  favoring,  we  foon  reached  a 

Ihip 
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fhip  of  confiderable  burden,  which  weighs 
ed  anchor  immediately.  Agitated  with 
a  thoufand  remembrances,  that  of  Mor- 
timer hardly  occurred  to  me  till  the  vef- 
fel  was  under  fail,  and  I  dill  perceived 
him  on  board.  I  had  ever  underftood  he 
was  to  leave  me  as  foon  as  I  was  placed 
in  fafety,  and  reminded  him  of  this  pro- 
mife.  "  I  will  leave  you,  faireft  of  wo- 
men, cried  he,  eagerly  grafping  my  hand^ 
when  you  are  placed  in  fafety  ;  if  you  ftill 
are  cruel  enough  to  defire  it.  But  can  1 
quit  you  now  ?  or  venture  to  fet  foot  in 
a  country  v»here  1  have  for  your  fake  vio- 
lated the  mod  facred  law,  and  expofcd 
myfelf  to  condign  punifliment  ?"  I  fhould; 
have  found  reafon  enough  in  this  anfwer,- 
but  that  his  ftifled,  fhort- breathed  joy,  hia 
ungovernable  ardor,  imprefled  my  fecret 
foul  with  terror,  and  robbed  freedom  of, 
all  comfort.  .  ^ 

I  found  in  the  cabin,  to  which  I  was 
conduced,  a  woman  allotted  to  attend 
ine,  who  ftrongly  recommended  that  re- 
pofe  my  fate  had  long  denied:  the  mis- 
fortunes from  which  1  had  efcaped,  united 

with 
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with  thofe  that  ftill  threatened  me,  to  oc- 
cupy my  whole  foul  j  and  willing  to  avert 
the  fearful  anticipation,  I  entered  into 
fome  common  difcourfe,  with  my  attend- 
ant. I  found,  with  infinite  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  flie  was  a  midwife,  and  pro- 
vided with  every  neceflary  for  the  expe^- 
ed  babe.  I  fhould  have  confidered  this 
as  the  moft  tender  obligation,  had  not  a 
fatal  doubt  fprung  up  in  my  heart, 
which  fufpended  every  generous  emotion. 
Alas,  it  foon  matured  into  certainty ! 
The  vain  and  eternal  fondnefs  which  made 
me  infift  on  having  the  coffin  of  Lord 
Lciceftcr  placed  in  the  cabin,  allotted  for 
me,  at  firft  feemed  to  infpire  in  Morti- 
mer that  horror  common  to  weak  or 
guilty  minds,  at  fight  of  fuch  an  awful 
memento  :  a  few  days,  however,  rendered 
it  familiar  to  him.  A  paflion  he  no  longer 
concealed,  led  him  continually  into  my 
prefencej  neither  the  unburied  dead,  the 
black  which  feemed  to  envelop  my  wi- 
thered heart  as  well  as  form,  nor  the  fad 
circumftances  in  which  I  was  widowed, 
{jny  longer  operated  on  his  imagination. 

I  too 
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I  too  plainly  perceived,  that  he  confidered 
me  as  his  own,  and  only  waited  my  reco- 
very to  avow  his  unwarranted  pretcnfions. 
What  dire  vicilTitudes  of  fear  did  my  ti- 
mid foul  experience !  I  faw  myfelf  en- 
tirely in  the  power  of  this  man  ;  forlorn 
of  every  human  aid  !   hopelefs,  helplefs, 

fave  in  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty Oh> 

thou  fupreme  !  fighed  I,  hourly  raifing 
my  ftreamingcycs  to  Heaven,  thou  whofe 
omnifcient  breath  rolls  on  this  mighty 
v/orld  of  waters  !  oh,  grant  that  they  may 
prove  m.y  fafety  or  my  grave ! 

A  little  gallery  ran  before  my  cabin, 
vv'hither  I  fometimes  went  for  air.  De- 
voured with  reveries  like  thofe  recapitu- 
lated, !  one  evening  found  them  interrupt- 
ed by  the  voice  of  a  woman  finging.  The 
elegance  of  her  manner,  and  the  fwect- 
nefs  of  her  tone,  convinced  me  it  coidd 
not  be  my  coarfe  attendant  ;  nor  did  I 
know  the  fhip,  contained  another  female 
fave  myfelf.  Rapt  in  aftoniihment  and 
curiofity,  every  fenfe  fubfided  into  ear. 
I  recognized  a  favourite  hymn;  a  hymn 
fo   fv/elling,  folemn,  and   fublime,   that 

my 
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tny  charmed  fenfe  purfued  the  fubjefl  al- 
moft  to  Heaven.  She  changed  to  death, 
-—one  tone,  one  deep,  one  dirge-like 
tone,  ftruck  on  my  vibrating  heart,  and 
almoft  filenced  every  pulfe.  A  loud  cry, 
with  the  name  of  Rofe,  burfi:  from  me — 
the  noife  of  a  perfon  falling  fucceeded, 
and  the  finging  ceafed.  I  ran  wildly  up 
to  the  deck,  and  loudly  demanded  my 
riear  loft  friend  of  the  aftonifhed  Morti- 
mer. Confufed  beyond  the  power  of  de- 
ceiving me,  he  opened  a  cabin  immedi- 
ately over  my  own.  Ah,  with  what  tu- 
multous emotions  did  1  raife  the  much- 
loved,  rnuch-lamented  partnerof  my  fate! 
flowly  fhe  recovered  from  the  ftupor  fcr- 
prize  had  occafionedj  a  thoufand  remem- 
brances endeared  the  pleafme  of  the  re- 
union i  alas  !  as  many  annihilated  all  fenfe 
of  pleafure.  Embraces  and  tears  at  length 
fubfided.  As  foon  as  alone,  1  queftioned 
her  concerning  the  interval,  the  dire  de- 
eifive  interval. — "  Waked  by  the  univer- 
fal  confufion,  faid  the  fair  Rofe  with  bitter 
fobs,  which  fucceeded  the  fatal  accident 
of  the  night  that  parted  us,  I  demanded 

you. 
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you,  my  friend j  with  franCic  ardor,  but 
in  vain.  A  man>  I  foon  underftood  to 
be  the  fon  of  Lady  Mortimer,  who  was 
concealed  in  the  houfe  when  we  arrived> 
iLortly  after  entered  my  apartment,  and 
ordered  others  who  attended  him,  to  con- 
vey me  on  board  the  fhip  which  brought 
him  from  Jamaica.  Tears  and  intreaties 
were  fruitlefs,  and  in  the  dead  of  night 
I  was  conducted  to  the  banks  of  the  Seine, 
and  rowed  to  this  vefiel,  in  which  I  found 
myfelf  imprifoned,  without  the  lead  hope 
of  meeting  you.  I  foon  learnt,  from  the 
coarfe  jefts  of  the  failors,  that  their  owner 
was  an  unprincipled  villain  in  all  refpeds, 
and  more  efpecially  where  women  were 
concerned  ;  every  hope  of  an  efcape  was 
finally  taken  from  me,  by  my  having  the 
ill-fortune  to  attach  the  Captain,  whom 
fear  of  Mortimer  alone  has  kept  within 
bounds.  I  underftood  the  veflel  v.^as 
bound  for  Jamaica,  and  only  waited  to 
take  in  a  new  cargo  :  neverthelefs,  I  faw 
that  completed  without  our  fetting  fail ; 
and  hoped  from  this  the  hand  of  provi- 
dence would  yet  interpofe  in  my  favor. 

Alas, 
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Alas,  little  did  I  imagine  that  it  was  in- 
volving you  in  the  fame  hopelefs,  defpe- 
rate  fituation !— Judge  then,  oh  moji  un- 
fortunate, concluded  the  amiable Mifs Ce- 
cil, what  fate  awaits  us  both— refcued  from 
the  licentious  wilhes  of  your  coufin,  his 
worthlefs  heart  has  only  exchanged  its 
o.bjedl,  and  refigns  me  as  the  more  igno- 
ble prey  to  his  more  worthlefs  companion : 
the  little  decency  Mortimer  has  hitherto 
preferved  towards  you,  this  miferable 
meeting  will  finally  put  an  end  to.  He 
now  knows  you  are  infallibly  apprized  of 
your  deftination,  and  how  will  you  form 
your  mind  to  it?  The  ifland  to  which  we 
are  bound  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  a  fcv7 
fettlers  ;  power  is  almofl  their  only  law, 
and  he  doubtlefs  does  not  want  that,  fmce 
he  ventures  to  defy  every  other.  Never 
more  (hall  my  aching  eyes  difcern  the 
fafe,  the  pleafant  fiiores  of  England^ 
thofe  fhores  they  joyed  to  lofe  fight  of. 
—Alas,  they  then  were  fixed  upon  an 
objefV,  offended  Heaven  has  punifli«d  mc 
by  claiming!" 

How> 
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^How,  how  (hould  wejefifl  the  numb- 
ii>g  powcr^oj^.defperation,  did  not  the  fa- 
cred  fenf^pf'  devotion  moftly  fpring  from 
it,  and  lift  the  foul  above  humanity!  Al- 
though more  deplorably  circumftaficed 
than  my  friend,  by  a  courageous  effort  I 
refolved  to  foothe  and  confole  her  j  and 
gently  preparing  her  tender  heart  for  the 
fatal  objcft  it  was  deilined  to  encounter, 
I  led  her  down  to  my  cabin.  Ah  what 
affe.ftion  ftreamed  equally  from  our  hearty 
and  eyes  upon  the  cold  memento  !         ,^^ 

tVlifs  Cecil   judged  too  truly,  and  the* 
infamous  Mortimer  no  longer  deigned  to 
veil  his  views ;  perpetually  Ihocking  m.e 
"with  free  and  haughty  declarations  of  his 
palTion.     It  was  but  too  obvious  that  lies 
knew  his  power,  and  confidcred  his  inten*-- 
tion  of  marrying  me  as  the  mofi:  honour-; 
able  diftintiion  ;  even  at  the   moment  h©i 
fcoffed  at  every  one  cuftom  or  nature  had 
eltablifhed.     Mifs  Cecil  was  not  lefs  im^ 
portuned,   by  a  wretch  rough  as  the  ele- 
ment by  which  he  fubfifted,  and  both  fo 
regularly  vifited   our    cabin,    that   fcarce 
could  we  call  it  our  own,    even  at  the 

hours 
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hours  facred  to  repofe.  In  the  eternal 
conflids,  fuch  a  fituation  muft  caufc,  def- 
pair  would  too  often  prevail  j  and  Glently 
with  dubious  eyes  we  fathomed  the  abyfs 
of  waters  on  which  we  floated,  confider- 
ing  it  as  the  laft  terrible  afylum. 
I  *■  In  the  midll  of  thefe  horrors  the  ap- 
pointed period  revolved,  and  nature  made 
her  agonizing  effort.  At  that  awful  mo- 
ment I  lofl:  every  fenfation  of  fear,  and 
refigned  myfelf  into  the  hands  of  my 
Creator;  befeeching  him  to  recall  the 
troubled  foul  which  fo  long  had  groaned 
before  him,  with  that  of  the  tender  babe, 
whofe  firfl:  feeble  cries  pierced  my  every 
fenfe.  As  foon  as  my  weaknefs  allowed, 
they  gave  into  my  arms  a  girl ;  a  dear,  a 
fatherlefs  girl,  who  feemed  at  her  firft  en- 
trance into  exiftence  to  bewail  her  un- 
known calamity.  An  impulfe  new,  ex- 
quifite,  unexpefted,  took  pofleflion  of  my 
foul  J  an  impulfe  fo  fweet,  fo  ftrong,  fo 
facred,  it  feemed  as  if  I  had  never  loved 
till  then.  Feebly  ftraining  her  to  my 
bofom,  I  enthufiaftically  prayed  the  AU 
mighty  to  bcftow  on  her  every  blelTing 
Vol.  II,  H  fhe 


P         THB    RECESS,    &c. 

fhe  had  innocently  wrefted  from  me, 
while  my  fond  heart  baptifed  her  in  its 
tears.  Powerful,  powerful  nature !  how 
did  I  worfhip  all  thy  ordinations !  No 
fate  can  be  wrought  up  to  fuch  a  height 
of  happinefs,  but  fome  interwoven  for- 
row  ehaftens  us  with  the  fad  fenfe  of  im- 
perfedion  j  nor  any  fo  fteeped  in  afflic- 
tion, but  fome  celeftial  ray  ftreams 
through  this  frail  manfion  of  mortalityj 
fubliming  all  our  fufferings. 

While  my  eager  eyes  gazed  unwearieki 
on  my  new-born  cherub,  and  traced  in 
her  infant  lineaments  her  father's  match- 
lefs  beauty,  even  till  they  ached  with 
fondnefs,  fancy  pierced  through  the  veil 
of  futurity  to  unite  each  grace  of  perlbh. 
and  of  mind,  and  enduing  her  with  alJ, 
every  human  claim  upon  tny  feelings 
feemed  condenfed,  and  retrived  in  this 
new  one.  Oh,  hope  !  fweet  fubftitute  for 
happinefs,  whofe  mental  gildings  dawn 
periodically  upon  the  foul,  like  light  upon 
creation,  awakening  and  Invigorating 
every  adive  prjnciplt  of  being;  recalled 
by  thy  itrsfiftible  influence  even  from 

the 
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the  dark,  the  dreary  grave,  each  troubled 
heart  arifes,  and  fhaking  off  the  heavy 
dews  of  forrow,  flowly  refumcs  its  wonted 
habits.     The  pale  converts  of  experience 
ho  longer  dare  to  appropriate  the  darling 
object  of  their  wilbes,  but  meekly  then, 
receive  the  appointed  pleafure,  prepared 
alike  cither  to  enjoy  or  to  refign  it.      -^ 
As  thus  the  maternal  tye  engrafted  it- 
felf  in  my  fouJ,  I  perpetually  endeavoured 
to  imprefs  that  of  my  dear  unfortunate 
friend  with  the  fame  train  of  ideas.  Alas, 
in  vain! — Rather furpri zed  at  finding  me 
lenlibleof  confolation,  than  difpofed  to  re- 
ceive it,  Mifs  Cecil  gradually  withdrew  a 
•Confidence  I  did  not  eafily  mifs,  and  deli- 
vered herfelf  up  to  that  cold  and  fullen 
.  defpair,  which  unfectles  every  principle. 
intreaties  andarguments  foonloft  all  effect 
£!©n  her.     Starting  at  times  from  an  impe- 
Kiietrable  reverie,^  broken  figh  would  over- 
nturn  all  I  could  urge,  while  my  continued 
^adjurations  produced  too  often  a  marked 
gdifguft.     Obliged  at  intervals  to  quit  the 
f>tiibin  (left  evcJnTYiy  prefent  fituation  fhould 
••"^iJ  to  protect  it  from  intruders)  and  liften 
H2  to 
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to  the  hateful  addreffes  of  her  boifteroir^ 
lover,  often  did  the  feat  of  reafon  appear 
fhaken  in  this  dear  unfortunate  on  her 
return,  and  a  vague  and  extravagant  joy 
would  fuddenly  give  place  to  the  deepeft 
gloom  and  inanity.  I  faw  thefe  flu£bua- 
tions  with  horror,  and  dreaded  the  mo- 
ment when  a  rude  demand  of  marriage 
fhould  bring  her  fate  to  a  climax.  Ah^ 
not  without  reafon  did  I  dread  it !  One 
evening  after  a  converfation  of  this  kind, 
I  perceived  her  more  than  ufually  difturb- 
ed.  Neither  my  prayers,  nor  the  pour- 
ing rain  could  bring  her  from  the  balcony, 
where  for  hours  (he  told  her  weary  fteps. 
I  ftarted  at  lad  from  a  momentary  flum- 
ber  on  her  re-entering  the  cabin.  The 
dim  lamp  burning  in  it,  Ihewed  her  witji 
a  flow  and  tottering  pace  approaching  the 
lad  afylum  of  Lord  Leicefter;  finking 
by  this  repofitory  of  her  breaking  heart, 
fhe  clafped  her  hands  upon  her  bofom 
with  a  moll  fpeaking  fenfe  of  woe  i  whi^e 
over  it  her  fair  locks  fell  wild  and  di- 
flievelled,  heavy  with  the  midnight  rain, 
and  fliivering  to  its  beatings.  The  wet  dra- 
pery 
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pery  of  her  white  garments  floated  far  over 
the  floor,  and  combined  to  form  fo  perfect 
an  image  of  defolation,  as  froze  up  all 
my  faculties.  I  llruggled  for  articulation. 
A  feeble  cry  alone  efcaped  me.  She  ftart- 
ed  at  the  found  from  her  icy  fl:upor,  and 
glanced  her  eyes  every  where,  with  that 
acutenefs  of  perception  which  marks  a 
difturbed  imagination;  then  with  a  long 
ligh  funk  once  more  into  herfelf.  A  fe- 
cond  cry,  followed  by  her  name,  my 
bounding  eager  heart  pronounced.  She 
half  arofe  ;  the  motion  of  her  lips  feemed 
contending  with  the  drear  filence  of  the 
moment,  but  not  a  murmur  broke  it,— 
amazement,  horror,  the  wrings  of  death 
transfixed  me.  Springing  up  with  ethe- 
real lightnefs,  even  while  her  feeble  frame 
Ihivered  with  agony  and  afreftion,  (he 
fixed  on  my  convulfed  features  a  long, 
long  look,  then  waving  majeftically  a 
lafl:  adieu,  ruflied  again  into  the  balconyV 
Unabte  to  move  a  limb,  my  harrowed 
foul  feemed,  through  the  jar  of  the  ele- 
ments, to  diftinguifli  her  dreadful  plunge 
into  the  world  of  waters.  A  fomething 
H  3  too 
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too  mighty  to  defcribe  or  endure  came 
over  me,  and  fenfe  fled  before  it. 

How  long  it  was  ere  my  carelefs  atten- 
dant returned  to  my  relief  1  know  not,  but 
a  fucceflion  of  fits,  accompanied  with  dan- 
gerous fliudderings,  and  a  raging  fever, 
feemed  every  moment  to  promife  me, from 
the  ordination  of  providence,  that  relief 
my  loll  Rofe  had  ventured  to  precipitate. 
Whether  her  fatal  example,  or  my  fufFer- 
ings, influenced  my  tyrant,!  know  not,  but 
his  perfecution  entirely  fubfided ;  in  the 
fhort  intervals  of  reafon  my  weaknefs  pro- 
duced, he  condemned  his  own  conduift, 
boundhimfelf  by  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
mifes  to  convey  me  home,  and  conjured 
me  to  flruggle  for  life,  if  not  for  my  own 
fake,  at  leafl:  for  that  of  my  infant.  Alas, 
my  babe !  when  my  cheek  felt  once  more 
thy  tender  breathings,  I  accufed  myfelf  for 
wifliing  to  leave  thee,  and  acknowledged 
the  fad  necefTity  of  living.  My  cruel  ma- 
ladyrobbing  the  cherub  of  her  natural  fuf- 
tcnance,  it  was  with  difficulty  flie  received 
any  other,  and  the  propofal  he  made  mcj 
of  having  her  baptized,  was  readily  ac- 
cepted. 


THE   RECESS,   kc.       iqj 

cepted-  That  ceremony  was  performed 
the  fame  evening.  Alas,  my  precious  in- 
fant, no  velvet  pillowed  thy  innocent  face  1 
no  coftjy  canopies  preferved  ;t !  no  noblp^ 
fponfors,  with  ready  arms,  contended  to 
receive  thee!  no  father's  blefling  followed 
that  of  Heaven ;  thou  wcrt,  ialas,  given  by 
a  fordid  nijrfe,  to  a  more  fordid  chaplain, 
and  by  a  dim  lamp,  within  a  narrow  ca^- 
bin,  thy  woful  mother  raifed  her  feeble 
head  to  fee  the  child  of  Lord  Lei cefter, 
a  daughter  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  con- 
fecraped  by  the  name  of  Mary, 

Recovered  a  little  from  the  efFeds,  as 
well  as  the  impreffion  caufed  by  the  un-- 
happy  cataftrophe  of  my  darling  friend,, 
I  could  not  faij  to  adore  that  gracious, 
providence  with  whole  decrees  Ihe  had^ 
dared  to  blend  her  own,  on  learning  that 
the  infolent  Captain  had,  on  that  fatal 
evening,  by  a  fall  broke  both  his  arms, 
and  loft  the  power  of  molefting  her.  Ac. 
iirft  this  appeared  a  bitter  aggravation^ 
but  foon  it  funk  into  my  foul,,  and  regu-, 
lated  all  my  future  condufl:.  Never !  ah 
never,  from  that  moment  hayeilvyfJ^tWr^i 
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to  yield  tG  ri(kntCs  and  defpairjbut  when 
unable  to  obey  I  have  refolved  to  en- 
dure. How  feverely  has  this  principle 
been  tried  ?  How  often,  when  overr 
weighed  by  the  heavy  hand  of  misfor- 
tune, have  I  been  obliged  to  interpofe 
between  myfelf  and  my  fate,  the  fleeting 
Form  of  the  beauteous  Cecil  efcaping  my 
helplefs  will,  and  rufliing,  uncalled,  into 
eternity  ? 

The  vain  hope  of  returning  to  England, 
with  which  Mortimer  had  flattered  me 
into  health,  daily  diminifliedj  and  the 
alteration  of  the  air,  united  with  the  dif- 
courfe  of  the  mariners,  rr>  j  rove  that  the 
period  of  my  difafl:rous  voyage  approach- 
ed. 1  heard  the  fond,  theuniverfal  fhout; 
and  that  fweet  emotion  failors  only  feel  at 
fight  of  land,  agitated  every  heart  but 
mine.  Averfe  and  gloomy,  I  turned  my 
hopelefs  eyes  towards  a  fliore  where  na- 
ture's lavifli  hand  had  fpread  a  fertility, 
which  feemed  to  fcorn  the  aid  of  art.  Ah, 
where  are  now  the  barren  hills,  the  chalky 
cliffs  of  England  ?  fighed  I  in  filence.  I 
perceived  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  j  and  in 

the 
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the  idea  of  intcrcfting  the.  Governor  I 
jclted  my  laft  hope.  I  knew  not  that  eager 
»lto  poflTefs  the  abundant  conveniences  my 
tyrant  had  brought  over  I  (hould  efcape 
-the  notice  of  the  inhabitants,  or  be  con- 
1  fidered  as  living  lumber  not  worth  en- 
r  cjuiry.  Confined  within  the  narrow  bounds 
of  my  own  cabin,  I  had  the  mortification 
opf  hearing  the  cannon  and  mufick  pro- 
claim the  arrival  and  departure  of  the 
Governor  and  Officers,  after  partaking  a, 
Jirfumptuous  entertainment  j    and  on   the 
fame  evening,  while  intoxication  fecured 
the  chief  people  of  the  ifland  in  their  own 
houfes,  I  was  landed,  and  put  into  a  litter, 
^.'JV^hich  the   flaves  of  Mortimer  bore  to- 
wards his  plantations.     The  few  idlers 
'..•whom   curiofity  drew  round  me,   difre- 
-.,,garded  my  adjurations,  and  with  cold  in- 
•  folence  examined  my  features.    Their  re- 
marks were  made  in  a  language  I  did  not 
underftand,  and  I  plainly  difcerned  they 
did  not  wiih  to  qnderlland  mine.      I  too 
laterecoUeded  my  being  unveiled  might 
.  make  them  form  a  falfe  judgment  of  my 
character.    Meek,  by  nature,  and  bowed 

to 
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to  the  earth   by  misfortune,  1  lafl  all 
power  of  contending  with  my  fate  j  and 
fupplicating  only  the  Almighty,  awaited  5 
its  dire  completion. 

I  perceived  it  was  not  without  reafon 
thatMortimer  had  boaftedof  his  authority;>[ 
with  overbearing  infolence  he  now  de- 
manded my  hand,  and  bade  me  remember  ^ 
he  was  there  a  fovereign,  nor  did  I  fee  ^ 
being  who  dared  even  to  murmur  at  his 
will.  He  prefumed  to  rally  the  anguifli 
he  occafioned,  and  even  facrilegiou/ly  to 
infult  the  cold  remains  of  that  adored 
hu/band  whofe  rights  he  feemed  every 
moment  ready  to  violate.  Imagination 
had  long  fince  been  exhaufted  in  fceking 
means  of  redrefs.  Flight  was  impoffible  in 
a  country  where  I  neither  knew  the  roads, 
the  natives,  nor  whether  it  fupplied  an» 
individual  willing  or  able  to  protefl  me. 
Many  of  his  Spanifh  domeftics  I  was  not 
permitted  to  fee  ;  thofc  that  were  allowed 
to  approach  me  appeared  haughty,  re- 
pelling, and  filent.  1  foon  found  that 
they  compounded  with  their  pride  for  the 
fervile  exactions  of  duty  paid  to  him,  by  • 

lording 
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lording  it  equally  over  his  flaves;  who, 
timid  by  nature,  and  fubducd  by  cruelty, 
feemed  to  have  loft  the  very  wifti  of  any 
other  good  than  that  of  exiftence. 

Tears,  fighs,  and  refufals,  could  no 
longer  avert,  or  even  delay  the  facrifice  j 
and  having  only  a  few  hours  of  folitude 
allowed  to  prepare  my  mind  for  the  cere- 
mony, I  huihed  my  fmiling  babe  at  my 
throbbing  breaft,  and  wearied  alike  with 
mifery  and  prayer,  dropt  into  a  flumber. 
A  dream  reprefented  me  in  the  pofition  I 
really  was — funk  on  the  ground  near  the 
coffin  of  Lord  Leicefter.  Suddenly  I  per-r 
ceived  the  lid  was  removed.  I  ftarted  up, 
impatient  to  behold  the  chofen  of  my 
heart.  I  faw  him  qnce  more,  tho'  wrapt 
in  the  garments  of  the  grave — once  more 
I  faw  rich  life  mantling  on  that  manly 
cheek,  and  thofe  fine  eyes,  mine  never 
beheld  without  pleafure,  once  more  beam-, 
ed  brightnefs  upon  me.  Surprized,  en-» 
tranced,  I  made  a  thoufand  ineffedual  ef- 
forts to  fpeak,  and  holding  out  my  new- 
born Mary,  1  faw  (oh  fweet,  (hough  vair» 
delufion)  a  father's  arms  enfold  her.     My 

fenfes 
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fenfes  Teemed  unequal  to  the  ecflafy :  im- 
penetrable darknefs  fpread  over  my  eyes, 
and  a  burft  of  ethereal  mufick  abforbed 
every  faculty:  recovering  all,  however, 
inftantaneoufly,  I  looked  upward.  Alas, 
Lord  Leicefter  was  afcending  with  his 
daughter  in  his  arms.  I  demanded  her 
with  agonizing  cries j  and,  catching  at  a 
mantle  which  yet  fecmed  within  myreach, 
it  fell  upon  me  like  the  crafh  of  nature, 
burying  me  under  an  immoveable  weight. 
I  awakened  at  the  moment.  'Tis  but  a 
dream,  cried  my  feared  heart,  but  fuch  a 
dream  as  the  horrors  of  the  approaching 
moment  alone  could  counterpoife. 

Scarce  had  I  recalled  my  fhook  fenfes, 
when  Mortimer,  attended  by  his  chap- 
lain and  domeftics,  entered  my  apartment. 
While  the  latter  were  decorating  it  with 
Catholic  pomp,  I  fummoned  the  fmall  re- 
mains of  my  courage  to  addrefs  the  prieff, 
who  ftood  ready  to  mock  the  religion  he 
profefled. — "  By  that  awful  God,  to  whom 
you  are  confecrated,  hear  me,  Father ! 
cried  I,  finking  at  his  feet,  and  oh,  that 
he   may  gracioufly  impirefs  upon   your 

heart 
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heart  the  fad  proteft  of  mine !  by  bar- 
barous hands  at  once  widowed  and  be- 
trayed, it  is  no  longer  pofllble  for  every 
human  power  combined  to  make  me 
happy ;  you,  you  a-lone,  may  make  me 
wholly  miferable.  If  to  complete  thofe 
manifold  evils  which  the  Almighty  (for 
ends  I  cannotjudge  of)  has  permitted  me 
to  furvive,  with  the  violation  of  every 
right,  both  of  religion  and  morality, 
can  be  called  marriage,  and  you  as  the 
delegate  of  Heaven  dare  facrilegioufly  to 
pronounce  the  ceremony,  1  (land  here  a 
devoted  wretch,  the  hopelefs,  helplcfs, 
vidlim  of  my  duty !  But  mark,  I  adjure 
you,  my  laft  declaration.  I  have  a  will, 
which  circumftances  can  neither  alter  or 
bend — delivered  up  to  this  abandoned 
man,  it  is  in  his  power  to  make  me  any 
.thing  but  his  wife,  and  againft  that  title 
my  foul  will  ever  revolt,  and  my  laft 
breath  proteft." — "  Unhappy,  deluded 
young  creature,  returned  the  fordid  prieft 
in  French,  were  my  confcience  to  pre- 
vent this  marriage,  it  would  be  from  a 
;4^fFcrent  motive  than  thofe  you  adjure  me 

by; 
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by  J  and  fuch  is  die  horror  your  obftlnate 
herefy  infpires,  that  did  I  not  hope  time, 
and  a  better  hufband's  cares  would  con- 
vert your  erring  heart,  hardly  fiiould  I 
venture  to  unite  you  with  amemberof  our 
holy  church.'* — "  Subnnityourfelf  atonce 
to  your  fate,  imperioufly  cried  Mortimer, 
for  to  end  your  hopes  of  the  church's 
interpofmg  in  your  favor,  I  will  frankly 
acknowledge  fhe  put  you  into  my  power." 
I  turned  my  hands,  as  well  as  eyes,  in 
fpeechlefs  aftoniihment  towards  Heaven. 
*"  Hope  not,  my  fair  coufin,  rejoined  he 
with  a  malicious  fmile,  your  fentimental 
innocence  can  cope  with  the  arts  of  a 
fifterhood  of  Nuns.  Wearied  with  your 
obftinacy,  fearful  of  your  efcape,  they 
gladly  refigned  you  to  me  to  enfure 
their  own  fafety."  He  paufed — my  mind 
took  in  at  once  the  dreadful  truth — My 
innocence^  ah  rather  fay  ignorance^  groaned 
I  mentally,  that  fatal  error  which  ever  too 

feverely  punifhes  itfelf Hardly  could 

I  pardon  myfelf  the  extravagantcredulity. 
**  Scarce  was  my  mother  able  to  perfuade 
me,  refumed  he,  that  you  would  be  duped 

by 
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by  (b  obvious  a  collufion;  fmce  a  fingle 
moment's  rcfledlion  mud  have  convinced 
you  that  never  mart  pervaded  the  laft  retreat 

itdf  difappointed  women,  but  by  their  own 
connivance !  and  all  the  precious  mum- 
imery  of  the  bufmefs  but  heightened  the 
pleafure  of  the  triumph.  How  could  I 
fail  to  fmile  to  lee  the  breathlefs  fpoufe 
borne  in  the  train  of  a  living  one  ?  who 
proudly  clafped  a  timid  heart  which  knew 
not  then  it  throbbed  againft  its  mafter's!" 
Alike  unable  to  utter,  or  fupprefs,  the 
burning  indignation  this  unmanly  boafb, 
this  elaborate  wickednefs  excited,  I  fixed 

;my  eyes  inflexibly  on  the  coffin  of  Lord 

vLeicefter,  almoft  believing  heaven  itfelf 
would  efFedl  a  miracle  in  my  favour,  by 
renovating  my  only  proteftor.  The  ce- 
remony ncverthelefs  commenced  j  when  a 
new  event  transfixed  not  only  me,  but 

tCvery  perfon  prefent.  A  yell,  wild;  deep, 
fhrill,  and  horrible,  was  fucceeded  by  a 
tumult  univerfal  and  tremendous.  The 
palenefs  of  death  crept  upon  the  cheeks 
of  my  late  inhuman  tyrant,  who,  with  his 
confcjderatesj  turned  around  His  hopelefs 

'  :  eves 
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eyes  for  fome  inftrument  of  defence  in'-"' 
vain.  Impelled  by  defperation  they  all 
rufhed  out  j  but  were  inftantly  driven 
back  by  the  tide  of  exafperated  flaves. 
Appalled  by  their  ferocious  eyes,  and 
bloody  hands,  I  funk  into  a  fwoon,  but 
revived  as  it  were  by  heaven's  appoint-j^^ 
ment  to  fee  the  lad,  the  deadly  blow  gi-nti 
ven  to  Mortimer;  who  reeling  a  few  pa- 
ces, groaned  his  laft  on  the  coffin  of  Lord 
Leicefter :  thus  fignally  and  memorably 
avenged.  Surrounded  with  death  in  every 
horrid  form,  I  expefled  continually  the 
completion  of  my  deftiny  j  which  I  had 
certainly  found,  but  that  a  Spaniard,  who 
was  united  in  the  plot  of  the  flaves,  with 
the  gallantry  incident  to  his  nation  pro- 
tecfbed  me  in  confequence  of  my  fex  and 
wrongs,  and  led  me  away  to  their  rendez- 
vous ;  afiuring  me  I  fhould  there  be  in 
fafety.  Terror  almoft  annihilated  my  fa- 
culties as  the  ferocious  flaves  ran  back- 
ward and  forward,  heaping  in  their  huts 
the  bloody  plunder  new  murders  every 
moment  fecured.  Having  gathered  to- 
gether   all    they  thought  expedient    to 

fave. 
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fave,  they  loaded  the  horfes,  and  each 
other,  haflening  to  fecrete  themfelves  in 
thofe  woods,  which  by  narrow  pafles  led 
to  impenetrable  retreats  in  the  mountains. 
Many  were  the  unintelligible  difputes 
concerning  me.  Many  a  half-raifed  arm, 
and  inflamed  eye,  glared  death  upon 
mei  but  the  ftroke  v/as  as  eagerly  avert- 
ed by  the  interpofition  of  the  generous 
Emanuel.  Yet  perhaps  his  utmoft  exer- 
tions had  been  unequal  to  the  occafion, 
but  that  one  of  the  flaves  they  called  Ai- 
mor,  feemed  fuddenly  won  over  to  my 
party.  He  was  among  the  ringleaders 
of  this  confpiracy,  and  his  decifion 
filenced  every  murmur.  Horfes  were  fo 
precious,  that  Emanuel  could  only  pro- 
cure me  one  by  refigning  to  his  confe- 
derates his  (hare  of  the  plunder,  which  it 
had  been  allotted  him  to  convey. 

Fury  now  began  to  give  place  to  feari 
and  the  guilty  wretches  hafl:ened  their  de-^ 
parture.  The  march  commenced  about 
midnight.  Silent,  bewildered,  awe-ftruck, 
I  had  meditated  on  this  fuccefTion  of  ter- 
rible events,  without  extending  my  views 

Vol.  IL  I  be- 
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beyond  the  prefent  moment,  and  fcarce 
dared  look  towards  the  future.  To  fee 
myfelf  and  infant  led  away  thus  fuddenly 
into  flavery,  by  a  wild  and  unknown  peo- 
ple, feared  by  the  oppreffions  of  their 
murdered  mafter  to  all  fenfe  of  humanity, 
through  a  country  alike  wild  and  un- 
known ;  expofed  to  the  infults  of  two 
new-made  lovers,  and  only  fafe  in  the 
guard  they  kept  over  each  other ;  how 
flrange  the  tranfition  in  my  fate !  I  yet 
bent  my  foul  to  the  power,  who  by  fuch  ex- 
emplary juftice,  releafed  me  from  Morti- 
mer, and  thought  every  other  evil  lefs  than 
being  confirmed  his  wife,  fince  that  alone 
was  without  any  remedy  but  death. 

Ere  we  had  made  any  confiderable  pro- 
grefs  in  our  fearful  journey,  the  rolling 
clouds  became  tindlured  with  a  vivid 
crimfon,  and  my  companions  were  feized 
with  the  confternation  incident  to  guilt. 
Notwithftanding  they  had  ufed  every  pre- 
caution to  conceal  their  ravages,  on  the 
fpot  from  whence  they  had  efcaped>  till 
out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  fome  unex- 
tinguifhed  fpark  had  caught  fire,  and  ex- 
tending 
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tending  through  the  range  of  buildings, 
I  faw  the  rich,  though  ravaged  poflefiions 
of  Mortimer,  one  univerfal  conflagra- 
tion. The  apprehenfion  this  diffufed  thro' 
the  reft  of  the  wanderers,  gave  place  in 
me  to  a  nearer  and  more  afFe<fting  remem- 
brance. Sad  and  filent  tears  ftreamed 
down  my  checks,  when  I  confidered  that 
the  whole  riches  of  his  bafc  rival  formed 
but  the  funeral  pile  of  Lord  Leicefter. 
Farewell  !  a  long  farewell !  fighed  foi'th 
my  oppreiTed  foul.  Oh,  moft  beloved! 
Oh,  moft  avenged !  Whatever  fate  Heaven 
Ihall  appoint  thy  perfecuted  widow,  hum- 
bly let  her  obey  the  God,  who  fo  fignally 
interred  thee  ! — Alas !  a  few  hours  and  no 
memorial  of  thy  exiftence  will  remain, 
•except  that  poor  babe  who  feebly  trem- 
bles to  the  beatings  of  her  mother's  bo- 
fom.  No  faithful  hand  (hall  feparate 
'the  aflies  of  the  injurer  and  the  injured: 
Yet  let  me  not  complain,  fince  the  fiat 
of  the  Almighty  ftiall  awfully  adjudge 
the  fouls  this  fearful  moment  enlarges. 

As   Emanuel    ftill   walked   by  me,  I 

fought  from  him  to  underftand  the  caufe 

I  2  of 
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of  the  prefent  infurreflion,  and  the  dif* 
ferent  motives  of  himfelf  and  compani- 
ons.   "  Thofe  of  the  flaves,  faid  that  ge- 
nerous proteflor,  are  like  their  natures, 
■wild  and  various — my  own,   fimply  juf- 
tice  and  love.     The  tyrannic  Mortimer, 
tvhofe  fate  no   being  will   ever  deplore, 
eftablifhed  himfelf  in  this  ifland,  no  kfs 
by  the  favour  of  Philip  the  Second,  than 
by  marrying  the  fifter  of  the  prefent  Go- 
vernor, Don   Pedro   de  Sylva.     In  that 
nobleman  be  met  a  kindred  mind ;  mean, 
mercenary,  opprefTive,  and  cruel;  in  one 
particular  alone  they  differed  ;  Mortimer 
was  by  nature    bold    and   enterprifingi 
Don  Pedro  cautious  and  timid.  The  enor- 
mities of  the  firft,  however,  always  found 
ilTelter  in  the  juftice  of  the  latter 3  and 
Don  Pedro  not  daring  to  carry  on  in  his 
own  perfon  that  piratical  and  illicit  trade 
■which  alone  can  enrich  individuals  in  the 
infancy  of  a  fettlement,  fecretly  (hared 
with  his  brother-in-law  the  purchafe  and 
the  profit,  while  Mortimer  was  the  only 
oftenfible  perfon,  had  any  legal  enquiry 
arifen.    The  arrogance,  cruelty,  and  va- 
nity 
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Tiity  of  Mojcimer,  received  a  fatal  increafe 
by  the  accumulation  af  wealth,  and   fet 
him  above  all  reftraint.  Don  Pedro,  con - 
fcious    he  was  in    his    brother-in-law's 
power,  ventured  not  to  queftion,  much  lefs 
punifh  his  conduct.  The  intervals  between 
his  frequent  voyages  dcftroyed  the  peace, 
•and  fhortened  the  days  of  Donna  Vifloria, 
theuncamplaining  vi£lim  of  her  brother's 
and  hufband's  rapacious  league.     I  came 
with  her  into  the  family  as   major  donio^ 
a  poft,  which  by  rendering  me  a  witnefs 
of  the  brutality  of  Mortimer,  foon  turned 
the   difguft    he  generally  infpired    into 
'hatred.     I  was  the  fofter  brother  of  Vic- 
toria, and  attached  to  her  by  a  reverence 
fo   profound,  that  I   infenfibly  adopted 
her  vi'rongs   as  my  own.      Ungoverned 
and  licentious  in  every  in Ilanee,  but  more 
.<;fpecially  when  women  were  the  objeds, 
"force  generally  was  employed  by  Morti- 
;mer,  where  fraud  failed  to  fucceed  ;    and 
.thole  domefties  alone  held  rank  in  his  fa- 
mily, who  were  readily  fubfervient  to  his 
grofs  and  vicious  purfuits.   My  views  died 
with  his  lady,  and!  fhould  gladly  have 
I  3  quir^. 
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quitted  him  to  return  to  Spain,  but  that 
he  meanly  retained  a  confiderable  fum  1 
had  been  provident  enough  to  fave,  as 
"Well  as  a  legacy  Donna  Victoria  had  be- 
queathed me.  Every  complaint,  or  even 
felicitation  for  my  own  was  filenced  v;ich 
the  mod  haughty  threats  of  perpetual 
imprifonment :  a  fentence  I  often  faw  in- 
fiifled  for  no  greater  fault.  Nor  could  I 
hope  to  quit  the  ifland,  as  the  confent  of 
the  Governor  depended  on  that  of  Morti- 
mer. The  fenfe  of  undeferved  oppreffion 
thus  corroded  my  very  foul,  and  prepared 
me  for  the  incident  which  at  laft  nerved 
my  arm  againft  the  tyrant. 

Meanwhile  the  bafe  accomplices  of  his 
pleafures  and  his  crimes,  afilimed  a  fo- 
vereignty  over  the  miferable  flaves,  which 
they  exercifed  till  invention  was  exhaufted 
in  cruelty  and  oppreffion.  In  vain  my 
nature  (hrunk  at  the  fight  of  calamities  I 
knew  not  how  to  remedy :  unable  to  quit 
the  ifland,  or  recover  my  money,  two 
years  elapfed  in  fruitlefs,  and  fometimes 
defperate  projects.  I  faw  the  pcrfecuted 
flaves  ripe  for  rebellion,  and  only  waiting 

a  favour- 
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a  favourable  moment  to  rife  and  facrifice 
their  train  of  opprefTors  j  and  though  I 
did  not  purpofe  to  join  the  confederacy, 
I  concealed  it  with  a  fullen  fatisfadion, 
till  the  day  which  at  onc«  determined  my 
condud.  Need  I  fay  it  was  that  Vv'hich 
brought  you  thither  ?  When  I  faw  you 
alike  irradiated  by  innocence  and  beauty, 
led  into  thofe  unhallowed  wal]s~  when  I 
faw  the  tear  of  misfortune  fall  on  your 
beauteous  babe,  like  the  fpring's  chafte 
dews  upon  the  early  bloflbm,  I  was  per- 
fuaded  your  nature  intuitively  fliuddered 
at  the  monfteri  and  I  fwore  to  preferve 
you  at  the  hazajrd  of  my  life  j  nay  even 
at  the  moment  when  hope  ihovild  be  an- 
nihilated in  your  heart.  I  joined  at  once 
in  the  confpiracy  -,  the  hands  wer^  ready 
the  head  alone  had  be^n  wanting.  By  va- 
rious artifices  I  procured  arms  for  the 
(laves,  and  fixed  the  infurreftion  on  the 
day  appointed  for  your  marriage,  as  that 
jon  which  Mortimer  and  his  favourites 
would  be  wholly  occupied,  and  of  courfo 
unguarded.  The  hand  of  Heaven  furelj- 
^uided  all  our. operations.  .  The  variou* 
V,  , .  1  4  '  vilUins 
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villains  have  atoned  (as  far  at  leaft  as  life 
can  atone)  fortheir  complicatediniquities. 
But,  alas!  Madam,  I  did  not  fufficiently 
confider  confequences.  It  is  dangerous 
to  arm  the  enraged  and  the  ignorant.  I 
know,  too  late,  your  life  and  mine  de- 
pend on  a  frail  tenure,  and  only  folemnly 
affure  you,  that  while  mine  lafts,  yours 
fhall  be  fafe.  The  uninformed,  defperate 
wretches,  with  whom  we  are  furrounded, 
are  not  the  fimple  happy  beings  inju- 
rious tyranny  firft  found  them.  Inflided 
cruelty  has  hardened  their  hearts,  and 
the  fight  of  untafted  luxuries  corrupted 
them.  Their  own  wants  have  increafed 
■with  the  knowledge  of  our  enjoyments, 
and  what  they  greatly  defire,  they  have 
learnt  to  go  any  lengths  to  attain.  Why 
ihould  I  conceal  from  you  that  your  only 
profpe6t  of  fafety  is  the  hope  of  being 
overtaken,  though  that  to  me  is  inevita- 
^^ble  ruin.  The  fatal  fire,  therefore,  which 
now  thefe  entangling  woods  almofl  hide 
from  us,  is  of  all  the  wonders  of  the  late 
evening,  the  mofl:  vifible  interpofition  of 
Heaven  in  your  favor." 
■  '    ■  The 
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The  nobility  of  fentiment  incident  to 
the  Spanilh  nation,  efpecially  in  what- 
e^ver  relates  to  the  fofter  fex,  prevented 
that  furprize  fo  romantic  a  generofity 
muft  otherwife  have  occafioned.  To 
gratify  a  requefl:  made  with  the  higheft 
refpefl,  I  entered  into  a  recital  of  my 
own  haplefs  (lory.  Aimor,  with  jealous 
care,  adhered  to  that  fide  of  my  horfe 
not  guarded  by  Emanuel,  and  being  ig- 
norant of  the  language  in  which  I  fpoke, 
depended  on  his  rival  for  a  tranflation ; 
who,  no  doubt,  gave  it  every  conftruc- 
tion  moft  favourable  to  his  own  views. 
The  information  that  I  was  the  daughter 
of  a  Queen  ran  through  the  troop,  and 
fomething  foftened  their  ferocity :  but 
foon  on  that  pompous  di(lin£lion,  were 
grounded  vain  hopes  of  an  imaginary 
good  they  were  all  to  derive  from  me  — 
from  me,  who  was  in  fa6l,  the  moft  hclp- 
lefs  and  unproteded  of  all  the  miferable 
wanderers. 

~  I  pondered  much  on  Emanuel's  re" 
mark,  that  my  fafety  could  only  be  afcer- 
tained  from  our  being  overtaken  ;    bu^t 

when 
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when  I  confidered  the  defperate  ftate  of 
all  the  wretches  with  me,  fhould  that 
happen,  hardly  dared  I  hope  it.  Still 
we  journeyed  onward,  through  woods 
the  il:ars  of  Heaven  could  fcarcely  pene- 
trate J  and  when  I  recollefled  the  fright* 
ful  wilds  and  mountains  beyond  them, 
in  which  myfelf  and  babe  mull  infallibly 
be  buried  for  life,  how  did  my  heart  diq 
within  me!  But  to  that  fear  was  added 
the  dread  of  evils  yet  more  horrible; 
Aimor,  I  was  convinced,  would  not 
want  the  aid  of  his  whole  party,  and 
how  could  I  hope  one  generous  indivi- 
dual would  be  able  to  flruggle  with  a 
tide  of  combining  foes  ?  Nay,  even  if 
Emanuel  had  the  addrefs  to  manage  them 
all,,  would  not  expectations  in  his  own 
favor,  hardly  lefs  fearful  to  my  thoughts, 
arife  in  his  heart  ?  Through  the  chill 
windings  of  the  woods,  I  raifed  my  foul 
to  him  whofc  eye  pervades  alike  the 
gloom  of  midnight  and  the  blaze  of 
noon,  and  fomething  feemed  to  alTure 
my  finking  fpirits,  that  he  refcued  me 

not 
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not  from  the  horrors  of  the  Recefs,  thus 

to  abandon  me, 1  did  not  err  in  that 

devout  confidence.  The  dawn  of  day 
obliging  the  body  to  be  more  guarded  in 
their  march,  they  chofe  a  lone  hollow, 
and  halted  to  fend  forth  fcouts,  and  re- 
frefh  themfelves.  Alas,  I  fighed  for  the 
poor  wretches,  who,  feduced  by  Euro- 
pean crimes  to  a  dire  imitation  of  them, 
had  wanted  forefight  to  fccure  the  com- 
mon comforts,  which  alone  render  life 
endurable,  though  overwhelmed  with 
gaudy  trifles  they  knew  not  how  to 
enjoy. 

The  temporary  calm  into  which  they 
funk,  was  fearfully  interrupted.  The 
fcouts  fent  out  prcfied  back,  with  imme- 
diate notice  that  they  were  intercepted, 
and  fo  hemmed  in  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  proceed  a  mile  further.  Though  by 
this  notice  my  own  fafety  was  afcertained, 
my  very  foul  partook  the  mifery  of  my 
companions.  The  wretched  women  threw 
their  arms,  for  the  laft  time,  round  their 
defpairing  hu/bands,  and  bathed  them 
with  tears  fo   bitter,  as  might  wafh  out 

the 
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the  (lains  of  blood  yet  recent.  The  men, 
thus  totally  devoted,  with  a  ftern  and 
unaltered  brow,  feized  their  arms,  and 
refolved  to  rufli  upon  the  broken  parties, 
gracing  their  own  death,  by  making  the 
lofs  equal  to  their  -enemies.  Even  fome 
of  their  wives,  rendered  furious  by  the 
occafion,  followed  with  fuch  fcattered 
weapons  as  they  could  colled",  and  the 
reft,  no  lefs  tamed,  gathered  themfelves 
and  haplefs  children  round  me,  as  if  I 
could  preferve  themj  purfuing  their 
friends  with  a  cry  that  might  fhake  the 
throne  of  mercy.  Aimor  and  Emanuel 
caft  a  lingering  eye  towards  the  foot 
of  the  tree  at  which  I  fat,  apparently 
the  Queen  of  Sorrow.  It  was  dreadful 
to  make  a  vifible  diftindion  at  that  mo- 
ment, and  perhaps  embitter  their  laft. 
Laying  my  babe  upon  my  lap,  I  ten?- 
dered  a  hand  to  each ;  the  boon  was  ea- 
gerly accepted.  Even  the  favage  became 
humanized,  an  impaffioned  tear  fell  on 
the  hand  that  (huddered  at  his  touch  j 
while  Emanuel,  more  gracefully  obfe- 
quioys,  bowed  to  the  earth,  and  remov- 
ing: 
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ing  his  ardent  eye  from  my  face  to  that 
of  his  rival — "  Adieu,  moft  worlhipped 
of  women  !  cried  the  gallant  Spaniard, 
adieu,  for  ever!  How  many  evils  does 
death  fave  us  all  from  !'* 

During  the  horrible  interval  of  blood 
and  flaughter,  I  endeavoured  to  clofe  my 
ears  to  the  found  of  the  firing,  which  was 
echoed  by  the  agonizing  groans  of  the 
wretches  around  me.  The  confiid  was 
fhortj  and  bands  of  Europeans  foon 
pierced  through  thofe  fhades,  where  a  few- 
minutes  had  made  fo  many  helplefs  wi- 
dows. Thofe  guilty  but  unfortunate  wo- 
men, proftrating  themfelves  before  the 
prefented  pieces,  endeavoured,  by  the 
moft  fubmiflive  geftures,  and  offers  of  their 
children,  to  afluage  the  wrath  of  the  in- 
cenfed  viftors.  I  feebly  arofe  likewife,  and 
prefTing  forward  to  the  apparent  leader, 
aftonifhed  him  with  the  fight  of  a  white 
among  the  furvivors.  I  exhaufted  my 
little  remaining  ftrength  in  foliciting  pro- 
tedion  for  myfelf  and  child,  and  pity  for 
my  companions.  He  heard,  without  com- 
prehending me ;  his  very  foul  was  in- 
tently 
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tenly  fixed  on  the  fcattered  riches  this 
leduclion  of  the  flaves  put  into  his  handsj 
and  neither  myfclf,  my  daughter,  or  mf 
fate,  feemed  an  objeft  worth  regard. 
The  whole  party  bufily  employed  them- 
felves  in  collefling  the  valuables  of  every 
kind,  and  afterwards  taking  into  confi- 
deration  the  human  plunder  fortune  had 
once  more  reflored  to  them,  they  drove 
off  the  female  flaves  and  their  children, 
bending  beneath  the  weight  of  mifery, 
fatigue,  and  manacles. 

Emerging  from  the  depth  of  thofe  un- 
Vv-holefome  woods,  through  which  I  had 
wandered,  I  lifted  my  eyes  devoutly  to- 
wards that  rifingorb,  which  feems  no  lefs 
to  give  light  to  the  mind  than  the  crea- 
tion :  and  called  on  the  pleafing  profpect 
of  the  future,  to  counteraft  the  horrible 
impreffion  of  the  pad.  Reftored  by  this 
extraordinary  means  once  more  to  civi- 
lized fociety,  my  heart  acknowledged  the 
charm,  the  fimple,  the  folitary  charm  of 
liberty,  and  fpringing  forward  toward 
England,  overleaped  every  intervening 
obilack.    Convinced,  by  fatal  experience, 

-it 
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at  once  of  the  fragility  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  and  the  perfecutions  to  which  na- 
ture's deareft  gifts  too  often  cxpofe  us, 
the  bright  forms  of  love,  ambition  and 
glory  vanilhed,  leaving  no  image  for  my 
fancy  to  reft  on;but  Content.  I  faw  her 
meek  eye  lifted  to  her  heaven-born  fifter, 
Refignationj  whofe  hallowed  beams 
ftreamed  through  her  earthly  cottage,  im- 
pearling  every  tear:  and  my  foul  fighed 
after  the  fad  peace  of  v^hich  I  found  ic 
yet  capable.  The  dear,  unconfcious  par- 
taker of  my  wayward  fate,  with  many  an 
innocent  fmile,  revived  my  fpirits  -,  and 
devoted  to  this  only  object  of  my  piea- 
fure,  I  fought  in  her  to  lofe  the  fenfe  of 
every  other  care. 

The  curiofity  I  had  at  firft  excited 
among  the  whole  party,  extended  not  be- 
yond common  enquiries,  and  as  I  fpoke 
no  Spanifh,  and  French  was  but  indifier- 
ently  underftood  by  either  them,  or  my- 
felf,  I  could  hardly  hope  greatly  to  inter- 
eft  them  in  my  favor.  I  had  made  theni 
comprehend  that  I  was  a  near  relation  of 
the  murdered  Mortimer,  but  that  circum- 
^  ftance. 
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ftance,  far  from  interefting,  feemed  rather 
to  alienate  and  difguft  them. 

It  was  night  ere  we  reached  St.  Jago  de 
la  Vega,  where  we  found  the  inhabitants 
univerfaliy  under  arms,  and  eagerly  ex- 
peding  the  return  of  thofe  fent  after  the 
rebellious  fugitives.  Confounded  with 
thofe  perfecuted  wretches — unlheltered 
from  the  taunts,  infuks  and  execrations 
of  an  incenfed  populace,  I  found  myfelf 
yet  the  vidlim  of  angry  fortune ;  and  over- 
worn with  fuffering,  dropt  fenfelefs  at 
the  door  of  a  prifon,  where  I  underftood 
my  journey  was  to  end.  I  revived  on  a 
miferable  bed,  in  a  dark  room,  and  with-' 
out  any  companions !  but  confcious  of 
fafety";  as  well  as  free  from  guilt,  I  recom- 
mended myfelf  to  God,  and  funk  into  the 
happieft  repofe  I  had  known  fince  I  pafTed 
the  fatal  gates  of  Rouen. 

A  black  flave  brought  me  fome  coarfe 
provifions  in  the  morning,  nor  did  I  know 
till  the  evening  that  it  was  meant  to  fuf- 
tain  myfelf  and  child  for  the  day.  It 
proved,  however,  more  than  fufficient; 
for  my  conftitution,  which  had  hitherto 

re- 
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retiftcd  every  danger,  had  now  received  a 
fiiock  of  the  mod  defperate  kind.  Racked 
with  intolerable  pains  through  all  my 
limbs,  I  was  fenfible,  too  late,  that  my 
own  imprudence  had  added  a  malady  of 
body  to  all  my  mental  fufferings.  Dur- 
ing the  laft  awful  conflifl,  when  the  of- 
fending rebels  expiated  with  life  the  ra- 
vages they  had  committed,  I,  in  common 
with  the  females  they  had  left  behind, 
had  thrown  myfelf  on  the  ground,  alike 
through  wearinefs  and  terror.  The  un- 
wholefome  damips  arifing  from  a  fpot 
which  the  fun  had  never  penetrated,  ftiff- 
€ned  every  joint,  a  rheumatic  fever  was 
the  cruel  confequence.  Alone,  uncom- 
fortcd,  unaiTiftedjConfumed  by  an  internal 
raging  fire,  I  groaned,  I  fhrieked,  with 
intenfe  tort-ure.  The  ftarts  and  cries  of 
my  little  one,  alone  informed  me  that  1 
had  done  fo;  I  hufhed  her  on  a  bofom  I 
feared  would  fcorch  her,  and  eagerly  fwal- 
lowing  whatever  liquid  was  brought  me, 
had  hardly  intervals  of  fenfe  enough  to 
fhare  it  with  my  babe,  or  fufficiently  to 
provide  for  her  nourifhment.  Th^daysof 
Vol,  IL  K  this 
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this  exceflive  mifery  were  unnumbered—^ 
infenfibly  the  fever  fubfided;  but  left  a 
lamenefs  happier  hours,  and  inceflant 
care,  could  never  cure. 

When  returning  reafon  allowed  me  to 
extend  my  refleftions  beyond  the  prefent 
evil,  I  recolled:ed  from  the  time  elapfed, 
that  my  imprifonment  mufl:  be  decided 
and  perpetual.  Emanuel  had  told  me  that 
the  Governor  was  timid,  mean,  and  ava- 
ricious; forgetful  of  this,  I  had  informed 
my  conductors  of  the  family  tie  between 
fnyfelf  and  Mortimer;  which  rendering 
me  his  natural  heir,  this  unworthy  Go- 
vernor, I  doubted  not,  had  annihilated  my 
claim  to  poffefiions  he  was  refolved  to  ap- 
propriate, by  claffing  me  v/ith  the  mur- 
derers, among  whom  I  was  found  :  and  by 
an  arbitrary  proceeding,  (not  uncommon 
there,  if  Emanuel  might  be  relied  on) 
fentenced  me  at  once,  unwilling  to  ven- 
ture a  judicial  enquiry.  The  languor  in- 
cident to  fuch  inceflant  fuflcrings,  both 
of  body  and  mind,  as  I  had  for  a  courfe 
of  time  endured,  rendered  me  lefs  fliocked 
and  grieved  at  this,  than  many  other  con- 
tingencies. 
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tingencieSi     It  feemed  in  my  power  to 
die^  and  difappoint  the  malice  of  my  op- 
prefibrs.     It  was  only  to  remit  a  little,  a 
very  little  care  of  myfelf,  and  my  confti- 
ttition  would  finally  give  way.     Perhaps 
I  fhould  have  delivered  myfelf  wholly  up 
to  this  idea,  but  that  the  firlt  great  tie  of. 
nature,  dill  wound  round   my  bleeding 
heart.    My  fate,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  is  fully, 
is  finally  accomplifned.     A  fad  inheritor 
of  my  mother's   misfortunes,    methinks 
they  arc  all  only    retraced   in  me — led 
like   her,  a  guiklcfs  captive  through  a 
vindidive  mob,  the  obje^l  of  vulgar  in- 
fult,  and  opprobrium — like  her  enclofed 
unjuftly  in  a  prifon  ;  even  in  the  bloom  o£ 
life,  a  broken  conftitution  is  anticipatinsj 
the  infirmities  of  age.     And  fiiail  the  fi- 
militude  end  here  ?  No,  let  me  like  her, 
extrafl  fortitude  from  each  accumulating 
injury,    and  if  the  will  of  my  Maker 
fhortens  the  common  term  of  life  allotted 
to  mortality,  oh  let  me  come  into  his 
prefence    a  fpotlefs   martyr!    and   thou> 
fweet  babe,  permitted  like  the  palm  tree 
to  fiouriih  under  oppreflion,  furely  for 
K  2  fome 
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fome  great  end  haft  thou  furvived  the  fuc- 
cefTion  of  calamities  which  foreran  thy 
exiftence,  nor  dares  thy  mother  once  wifh 
to  defert  thee ! 

The  days,  Madam,  thus  ftrangely  paft 
on.  The  female  Have  I  have  mentioned 
appeared  every  morning,  and  performing 
the  common  offices  of  life  in  filence, 
placed  near  me  the  food  allotted,  and  va- 
nifhed  till  the  next.  Imagine  not  I  ac- 
quiefced,  without  attempting  at  lead  to 
afcertain  my  imputed  crime,  but  I  found 
the  poor  wretch  was  fo  totally  deaf,  that 
not  one  word  reached  her,  nor  did  fhe 
fpeak  any  other  language  than  her  own, 
and  very  imperfedl  Spanifli,  to  which  I 
•was  a  ftranger.  Neither  could  I  convey 
to  her  by  figns,  ideas  I  could  find  no  vi- 
fibleobje£lto  reprefent.  The  tender  graces 
of  my  daughter,  ncverthelefs  operated 
gradually  on  the  untaught  foul  of  the 
Negro,  and  I  had  reafon  to  think  fiie 
would  even  have  connived  at  my  efcape, 
but  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  only  have 
increafed  my  misfortunes,  while  thus 
without  a  friend,  a  home,  or  a  hope. 

One 
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One  circumftance  continually  embit- 
tered my  mind  with  diftantremembrunces; 
the  tower  in  which  I  was  confined  adjoined 
to  the  fort,  and  had  one  window  com- 
manding the  Tea,  the  other  looked  toward 
the  inland  country.  The  cannon  con- 
ftantly  proclaimed  the  arrival,  or  depar- 
ture of  every  veffel,  and  my  eager  heart 
irrefiftibly  impelled  me  towards  the  win* 
dow.  But  it  was  not  for  me  they  came— . 
no  hope  of  releafe — no  well  knovv/n  face 
to  greet  mC'-i-thofe  fliips  that  departed 
imprefled  me  with  ideas  yet  more  painful 
and  gloomy.  The  arms  of  England, 
dijiant  England/  often  enriched  every 
ftreamer,  and  my  Tick  foul  groaned  under 
the  convi6lion,  that  I  mud  never  hope 
to  view-  the  port,  which  would  rcftoie 
thofe  mariners  (comparatively  carelefs  of 
the  advantage)  to  the  local  ties  of  coun- 
try, kindred,  and  friendfhip ;  to  all  that 
gives  charms  to  exidence. — Haunted  by 
a  pleafure  which  was  always  in  my  view, 
without  being  ever  within  my  reach,  I 
could  not  fubdue  the  killing  emotions 
thus  raifed  in  my  foul. 

'  K  ?  The 
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The  growth  of  my  child  alone  marked 
to  me  the  progrefs  of  time.  Ah  !  mo- 
ment how  fweet  art  thou  yet  to  my  me- 
mory, when  firll  her  little  voice  ftrove  at 
articulation!  The  bleffed  name  of  mo- 
ther at  length  broke  the  drear  filence  of 
my  prifon,  and  hardly  the  celeftial  founds 
of  hovering  Angels,  had  I  been  launch- 
ing into  eternity,  could  give  me  a  fub- 
limer  pleafure.  I  faw  her  walk  with  a 
tranfport  fcarcely  inferior.  Engroffed  by, 
and  devoted  to  this  fole  objedlof  my  eyes 
and  heart,  which  the  gracious  author  of 
iiniverfal  being  permitted  her  to  fill,  I  no 
longer  repined  at  my  unmerited  captivity. 
Only  anxious  left  any  one  fhould  fufpedt 
m.y  polTeffion  of  this  invaluable  gem,  I 
felt  ready  to  hide  her,  even  when  the  old 
flave  made  her  daily  appearance.  The 
common  raiment  with  which  we  were  pe- 
riodically fupplied,  I  became  ingenious  in 
fitting  to  her  little  form  -,  and  by  that  in- 
fenfible  contradion  of  our  faculties,  which 
extends  through  nature,  although  it  has 
been  remarked  only  in  the  organs  of  fight, 
I   drew  into   this  narrow    bound,  thofe 

fears. 
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fears,  hopes,  wifhes,  and  employments, 
which  in  rapid  fuccefnon  fill  up  our  lives, 
and  leave  behind  a  remembrance  that  we 
always  revert  to  with  fatisfadion,  and 
often  conceive  to  have  been  happinefs. 

Fearful,  at  fome  intervals,  left  the  want 
of  air  or  exercife  fhould  nip  my  beaute- 
ous bloffom,  I  devifed  a  thoufand  little 
plans  to  make  her  run  within  her  narrow 
confines]  and  ftrengthen  a  conftitutioa 
born  perhaps  to  trials,  not  inferior  to 
thofe  which  had  blighted  her  mother's 
youth.  I  held  her  to  the  v/indov.^,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  and  found  the  winds 
of  Heaven  blew  not  lefs  pure  through 
iron  bars  than  gilded  lattices.  Ah,  furely 
my  memory  does  not  err,  when  I  fay  with 
^the  poet,  that 

From  the  children  of  the  firft-born  Cain, 
•  To  him  who  did  but  yeilerday  fafpire, 
fj      There  was  not  fuch  a  gracious  creature  bornj 
For  nature's  gifts  flie  might  with  lilies  vie, 
And  with  the  half-blown  rofe. 

"  I  was  one  day  holding  the  dear  child 

to  the  evening  air,  her  little  hands  now 

K  4-  grafped 
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grafped  the  rough  bars,  and  now  were 
extended  through  them,  while  her  inno- 
cent tongue  beguiled  her  fond  mother's 
attention,  when  I  fuddenly  perceived  a 
black  woman,  apparently  of  diftincflion, 
leaning  under  an  awning,  raifed  at  no 
great  diftance ;  and  while  (he  talked  bu- 
fily  to  the  flaves  who  were  fanning  her, 
the  eyes  of  all  were  turned  intently  on 
my  infant.  I  fnatched  her  away,  with 
an  apprehenfion  the  mofl  lively  I  had  for 
years  felt  j  I  even  abfented  myfelf  fromthe 
window  for  a  long  time,  then  venturing  a 
glance,  without  approaching  near  enough 
to  be  feen,  I  perceived  the  Granger's 
eyes  were  ftill  fixed  upon  my  prifon,  and 
the  repofe  of  that  night  was  wholly  de- 
ftroyed  by  a  vague  fear  the  next  day  con- 
firmed. At  the  fame  hour  fhe  returned 
again  to  the  fame  pavillion,  and  after 
watching  the  window  in  vain,  (as  I  no 
longer  dared  approach  it)  fhe  fhewed 
manifeft  tokens  of  chagrin  and  difap- 
pointment.  Alas,  this  was  not  all.  My 
old  Negro  appeared  foon  after,  and  deli- 
vering me  an  unintelligible  meffage,  de- 
manded 
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manded  my  daughter.  I  prayed,  wept, 
increatcd,  groaned  to  the  poor  vvretchj 
whofe  eyes  alone  of  all  her  fenfes  feemed 
aiFe<5ted  by  my  agonies.  After  a  thoufand 
incomprehenfible  figns  on  her  part,  and 
refolute  refufals  on  my  own,  fhe  fnatched 
the  child  from  thofe  weak  arms  which 
wanted  an  equal  power  of  refiftance,  and 
left  me  ftretched  on  the  floor  from  the 
lamenefs  I  have  mentioned. 

It  was  long  ere  1  had  courage  to  ap- 
proach the  window  j  but  colle£ting  every 
power  of  mind  and  body,  I  at  length 
ventured  thither.  I  faw  the  darling  child 
feated  on  cufhions  at  the  feet  of  the  wo- 
man, whofe  power  wrefted  her  from  me, 
laden  with  toys  and  overwhelmed  with 
carefles.  This,  however,  was  but  a  fmall 
relief  to  my  maternal  anguidi,  while  un-, 
certain  whether  I  had  not  loft  her  for- 
ever :  nor  did  my  apprehenfions  diminifh, 
when  I  faw  the  attendant  Haves  bear  their 
miftrefs  avv^ay  on  a  covered  couch,  with 
my  child  in  her  arms.  Ah  then  my  pri- 
fon  became  a  dungeon  indeed  !  I  fmoie 
my  head  againft  the  enciofing  bars,  and 

■the 
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the  air  echoed  to  my  groans.  They  were 
only  relieved  by  the  return  of  my  old 
flave,  who  leading  in  my  lamented  che- 
rub, once  more  blefl:  my  arms  with  the 
burthen.  My  heart  rufhed  fo  impetu- 
cufly  towards  lifri  that  it  feemed  to  ex- 
tend through  my  whole  throbbing  frame. 
As  I  furveyed  the  recovered  blefling  with 
added  fondnefs,  I  perceived  that  the  gentle 
black  I  had  fo  injurioufly  diftrufted,  had 
lavifhly  adorned  the  tender  objeft  of  a 
furprizing  attachment.  Imagine  a  girl 
hetv</een  three  and  four  years  old,  flight, 
graceful,  fair,  and  blooming,  whofe  am- 
ber locks  the  hand  of  nature  had  twined 
into  a  thoufand  fpiral  rings,  which  fell 
over  a  loofe  veil  of  filver  muflin,  girt 
with  rofes:  her  little  arms  and  ancles  were 
encircled  with  fanciful  bracelets,  of  differ- 
ent coloured  beads,  while  her  hand  bore 
a  gilt  baflcet,  filled  with  fruits  of  the 
country.  She  feemed  a  being  of  another 
•world,  defcending  to  blefs  this — While 
yet  in  the  armiS  of  her  fable  conduftor. 
Hie  appeared  to  me  like  new-born  light, 
renofinsf  on  the  bofom  of  chaos.     I  took 

the 
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'the  little  luxuries  fiie  offered,  and  while 
indulging  a  fenfe  time  and  abftinence  had 
almoft  annihilated,  I  worfhipped  the  hand 
which  thus  at  length  relented. 

Ah,  Madam,  it  is  only  in  the  early  fea- 
fons  of  heavy  vifitation  we  dare  to  re- 
pine ;  when  mifery  once  reaches  the  ex- 
treme, it  has  always  falutary  effeds.  Pu- 
rified entirely  from  the  vain  wants  and 
wifhes,  our  pride  and  our  paffions  for  a 
long  time  reprefent  as  the  very  effentials 
of  our  being-,  we  then  {et  a  due  value  on 
the  commoneft  blefTings,  and  foon  find  in 
every  thing  an  enjoyment. 

When  I  pondered  over  the  infinite  and 
various  advantages  my  daughter  might 
•derive  from  the  partiality  of  a  v/oman, 
whole  authority  was  great  enough  to  open 
the  doors  of  our  prifon,  my  heart  became 
fenfible  of  hopes  in  her  favor,  I  had  long 
ceafed  to  indulge  in  myownj  and  refign- 
ing  myfelf  to  the  profped,  1  funk  into  a 
repofe  which  might  almoft  be  called  hap- 
py. A  fhort  tiine  habituated  me  to  pe- 
riodically parting  with,  and  receiving  my 
daughter,   always   laden  with  fame  little 

pre- 
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prefent,  conducive  either  to  my  health  or 
comfort.  Our  benefaftrefs  too,  ever  kind- 
ly retired  to  the  fpot  I  could  command, 
as  if  defirous  to  gratify  me,  at  the  fame 
moment  withherfelfj  and  greatly  indeed 
did  (lie  fulfil  her  purpofe.  I  faw,  infpite 
of  that  fatality  which  had  long  hung  over 
nDV  unhappy  family,  an  exertion  of  Hea- 
ven in  favor  of  my  child,  which  encou- 
raged me  to  hope  a  favorable  revolution 
at  fome  (perhaps  not  diftant)  period : 
while  in  the  tedious  interval,  the  means 
of  health  and  comfort  were  amply  be- 
llowed on  her,  and  the  latter,  through  her 
means,  on  her  exhaufted  mother. 

At  fome  intervals,  weeks,  nay  a  month, 
would  elapfe,  without  my  daughter's  be^ 
ing  fent  for,  by  which  I  concluded  fome 
one  in  ftill  higher  authority,  controlcd 
the  adions  of  her  Negro  friend  :  though 
the  benefits,  in  a  great  degree  remained 
tons ;  wholefome  fruits,  better  provifions, 
more  agreeable  cloathing,  and  a  more 
watchful  attendance.  1  fometimes  won- 
dered that  the  woman  who  thus  generoufiy 
alleviated  our  fufterings,  never  once  en-  * 

quired 
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quired  into  their  origin:  but  having 
learnt,  by  painful  experience,  the  impro- 
priety of  judging  without  information,  I 
Hill  flattered  myfelf  with  the  profpeft  of 
a  releafe  :  which  at  the  word  I  confidered 
as  only  delayed,  till  I  could  perfeft  my 
daughter  in  the  woful  tale  of  thofe  later 
events,  which  thus  unjuftly  confined  us. 

In  procefs  of  time,  I  underftood  from 
my  fweet  Mary's  improved  accents,  that 
our  benefadlrefs  was  named  Anana ;  and 
never  did  my  foul  offer  up  a  prayer,  in 
which  that  name  (however  unhallowed) 
was  not  included. 

The  total  ignorance  in  which  my 
daughter's  mind  yet  remained,  fhockcd 
and  grieved  me.  Being  wholly  without 
books,  I  knew  not  any  manner  of  fup- 
plying  their  place,  and  could  only  fubfti* 
tute  principles  for  modes,  and  inftii  into 
her  tender  mind  the  religious  and  moral 
documents,  which  yet  exiftcd  in  my  own. 
I  endeavoured  to  give  her  an  idea  of  the 
nature  and  appearance  of  books.  I  every 
day  made  her  repeat  that  word  a  hundred 
times  i  I  charged  her  to  do  fo  immedi- 
ately. 
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ately,  whenever  (lie  vifitcd  Anana.  But 
whatever  the  reafon,  1  faw  her  apparently 
near  eight  years  old,  without  having  been 
able  to  procure  her  the  advantage,  ormy- 
lei f  the  relief  of  reading. 

Thus  innocently  and  happily  employ- 
ed, I  one  day  faw  my  prifon  door  throv/n 
open,  and  the  interview  fo  long  defired, 
unexpectedly  granted  me.  Anana  enter- 
ed in  mourning.  I  incoherently  blended 
the  dictates  of  gratitude  and  forrow.  The 
amiable  Anana  told  me  in  broken  Frenchy 
that  (he  came  to  comfort  me.  Charm- 
ed to  find  it  in  my  power  to  render  my- 
felf  intelligible  to  her,  I  related  briefly 
my  ftory,  which  her  complacency  affured 
me  Ihe  did  not  half  underftand.  It  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  I  comprehend- 
ed from  her,  that  Don  Pedro  de  Sylva, 
the  unjuft  Governor,  who  had  condemned 
me  without  examination,  was  at  length 
dead;  that  flie  had  for  fome  time  pad 
been  his  favorite,  and  ufed  the  influence 
that  title  gave  her  to  indulge  her  fond- 
nefs  for  my  child,  and  lighten  my  cap- 
tivity :  that  it  had  always  been  as  much 

in 
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in  her  power  to  vifit  my  prifon  as  now, 
but  not  finding  any  certain  crime  imputed 
to  me,  and  fure  if  I  could  acquit  myfelf 
of  the  fufpicion,  fhe  fhould  become  warm- 
\y  interefted  in  my  favor,  (perhaps  to  the 
degree  of  exafperating  the  benefaflor,  fhe 
might  then  be  obliged  to  defpife)  ihe  had 
wifely  forborne  to  gratify  her  generous  cu- 
riofity,  and  contented  herfelf  with  beftow* 
ino  fuch  marks  of  her  attachment  as  would 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  Go- 
vernor, or  diminifli  her  own.  Finally, 
that  death  having  fnatched  away  the  only 
perfon  entitled  to  reftrain  her  inclinations, 
who  had  bequeathed  her  a  confiderable 
portion  of  his  wealth,  fhe  beflowed 
a  part  of  it,  to  obtain  from  the  new 
Governor  a  remifiion  of  my  fentence; 
and  having  fucceeded,  now  came  to  af- 
fure  me,  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  return 
to  Europe  ;  for  which  voyage  her  friend- 
fhip  would  amply  fupply  me  with  means, 
company,  and  attendance,  as  it  was  her 
purpol^  to  quit  for  ever  a  country,  where 
flie  had  loft  her  only  connexion,    and 

feek 
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feek  in  another,  prate^ion,  religion,  and 
peace. 

During  this  difcourfe,  I  thought  my 
fenfes  ahnoft  failed  me.  1  made  her  a 
thoufand  times  repeat  the  welcome,  the 
furprizing  intelligence  that  I  was  free; 
and  the  arrival  of  her  flaves  to  convey  me 
from  the  melancholy  dungeon,  which  I 
believed  the  day  before,  would  at  fomc 
future  one  become  my  grave,  alone  gave 
confirmation  to  fo  incredible  an  event* 
But  when  I  really  found  myfelf  at  liberty; 
when  I  faw  the  varied  Heavens  above  my 
head,  and  felt  the  green  earth  under  my 
feet;  when  the  foft  fragrance  of  the  ai- 
mod  forgotten  bloflbms  indulged  one 
fenfe,  and  the  fweet  founds  of  congratu- 
lating voices  bleft  anotherj  I  wonder  I 
did  not  expire  with  the  tumult  of  mdngkd 
emotions  this  happy  moment  revived  in 
my  heart.  I  raifed  rny  foul  to  him  who 
gave  thofe  fenfes,  and  breathed  life  int^ 
the  elements  which  fuftain  them,  and  be- 
fought  him  to  moderate  my  feelings,  or 
condenfe  them  all  in  gratitwk. 

Blended 
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Blended  once  more,  almoft  miracu- 
loufly  in  the  concerns  of  this  world,  I 
learnt  with  a  thoufand  fenfations  no  words 
can  defcribe,  that  Elizabeth  had  a  few 
months  before  paid  the  debt  of  nature,- 
and  that  my  brother  James,  as  well  by  her 
nomination  as  the  rights  of  his  birth,  and 
the  voice  of  the  people,  had  afcended  the 
throne  of  England:  happily  uniting  un- 
der his  fway  two  kingdoms,  fo  many  ages 
hollile  as  hardly  to  leave  a  hope  of  the 
event  which  was  now  without  bloodfhed 
fully  accomplifhed.  Time,  grief,  and 
misfortune,  had  fo  far  allayed  the  irrita- 
tion of  my  mind,  that  1  blelTed  the  ordi- 
nation  of  providence  which  thus  left  my 
refentment  without  an  obje(fl.  Higher, 
happier,  and  dearer  profpects  opened  be- 
fore me,  and  I  looked  forward  with  im- 
patience to  the  moment,  when  I  fliould 
prefent  my  fmiling  Mary  to  my  beloved 
lifter,  and  in  the  fociety  of  connexions 
fo  precious,  lofe  the  remainder  of  my 
days. 

A.las !  Madam,  I  required  fentiments 
like  thefe  to  fullain  me  againft  the  con- 

VoL.  II.  L  viftion 
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vidion  that  the  intenfe  heats  of  the  cli- 
mate had  united  with  the  want  of  air  and 
exercife  to  fix  the  lamenefs  left  by  the 
rheumatic  fever,  and  completely  debi- 
litate my  conftitution,  which  has  fron:^ 
that  period  been  fubjedt  to  a  thoufand 
little  wearing  namelefs  maladies,  that  in- 
fenfibly  abforb  the  fpirit  of  youth,  andf 
bring  on  an  early  old  age. 

Anana,  a6tuated  by  a  fondnei^  for  my 
daughter  fcarce  inferior  to  my  own,  (hared 
with  me  in  every  maternal  care,  and  ear- 
neftly  befought  me  to  receive  her  under 
my  proteftion  on  our  arrival  in  England  ; 
where  1  had  made  her  fenfibk  I  held  a 
diftinguifhed  rank.  Solemnly  aiTuring  me 
that  it  was  her  intention  to  bequeath  to, 
my  fweet  child  the  wealth  fhe  derived  from 
the  Governor,  alike  to  prove  her  own 
attachment,  and  as  a  compenfation  foe 
our  long  and  unjuft  imprifonment.  The 
flate  in  which  fhe  had  lived  with  Don  Pe- 
dro, lupplied  an  objeftion  at  which  my 
pride  revolted,  but  that  almoft  inftanta- 
neoufly  gave  way  to  principle.  I  refolved 
to  be  above  facrificing  the  duties  of  gra 

titud« 
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titude  and  benevolence  to  opinion,  and 
retTienbering  her  untaught  mind  knew  no 
tie  in  wedlock  but  conftancy,  and  >  per-* 
haps  in  that  inftance  might  vie  with  my- 
fclf,  I   fought,  by  cultivating  the  wild 
but  folid  virtues  of  her  foul,  to  bury  the 
remembrance   of  her  former  error,  and 
fortify  her  againft  any  future  one.     Open 
to  the  pure  impreffions  of  religion  and 
morality,  the  amiable  Anana  promifed  to 
become  an  ornament  to  human  nature  5 
but  alas,  a  greater  power  than  I  could 
over-rule  jfhortened  her  fpan,  and  at  once 
determined  for  us  all.     The  fmall  pox, 
always  fo  dangerous  in  the  illands,  broke 
out  fuddenly,  and  fweptoff  hundreds.-— 
The   apprehenfions  people  of    Anana's 
complexion  ever  entertainof  it,  contribute, 
moft  probably,  to  render  it  fo  fatal.     She 
threw  herfelf  into  fuch  agonies,  that  the 
eruption   foon  appeared,   with   the  mofl 
mortal  fymptoms.     Delirious  alike  with 
the  dreadful  malady,  and  extrenrte  fond  - 
nefs  for  my  daughter,  fhe  called  for  her 
inceflantly ;  fhe  ftrove  to  break  from  her 
attendants,  and  get  out  of  bed  in  fearch 
L  2  of 
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of  her.  She  intreated  me  in  the  moit 
moving,  broken  accents,  once  more  ta 
let  her  hear  the  little  angel  fhe  could  no 
longer  fee ;  to  fuffer  her  to  give  into  the 
dear  child's  hand  the  calket  fhe  was  Co 
foon  going  to  bequeath  her.  The  terrified 
mother  flirunk  in  filence  from  fuch  acon- 
fiid.  Ah,  what  are  the  gems  Ihe  will  be- 
ftow,  cried  1,  to  that  breathing  one  her- 
felf?— all  now  left  of  my  promifed  for- 
tunes.— The  dilates  of  gratitude  then 
prevailing,  I  would  cry,  but  can  I  refufe 
the  laft  requefl,  however  wild  and  erro- 
neous, of  her  who  preferved  the  being  fhe 
now  would  involuntarily  endanger  ?  Find- 
ing reafon  ineffectual  towards  conquering 
the  dying  wifh  of  Anana,  I  acquitted  my- 
felf  to  her,  by  leading  to  the  bed  of  in- 
fedlion  and  death,  my  little  treafure,  with 
a  refignation  I  could  only  compare  to  that 
of  Abraham,  and  like  the  innocent  he 
would  have  devoted,  my  child  was  re- 
turned to  me.  The  exhaufted  Anana,  con- 
iidering  this  with  juflice  as  the  highefl 
efibrt  of  gratitude  and  efteem, yielded  her- 
i*elf  patiently  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  which 
foon  called  her  hence.  The 
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The  fincere  concern  this  lofs  occafi- 
oned,  gave  way  to  one  flill  nearer;  my 
child  fickened  with  the  fame  horrible  dif- 
temper,  and  centred  in  anxiety  t-very  fa- 
culty of  my  foul.  It  foon,  however,  took 
the  moft  favourable  turn,  and  left  me  at 
leifure  to  endeavour  to  fecure  the  legacy 
our  loft  friend  had  put  into  my  hands. 
The  decealed  Governor  had  converted 
the  principal  part  of  the  property  he  rea- 
lized into  diamonds  ;  a  common  praftice 
in  countries  where  juftice  is  partially  ad- 
miniftered  j  nor  did  the  new  Governor 
know  either  their  number  or  value: 
Anana  having  followed  the  dircflions  of 
her  benefactor  in  hiding  a  part;  and  bribing 
his  fuccefibr  to  acquiefcence  by  fliarin;^ 
the  remainder.  I  had  now  gained  worldly 
wifdom  enough  to  adopt  the  fame  plan  j 
and  having  fulfilled  every  duty,  I  joyfully 
embarked  for  England,  accompanied  by 
feveral  flaves,  who  preferred  attending  on 
me  to  the  precarious  biefllng  of  emanci- 
pation under  arbitrary  power. 

Ah,  Madam,  how  different  was   this 

voyage  from  that  already  commemorated ! 

L  3  — from 
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—from  the  fallen  tree  I  then  continually 
"watered  with  my  tears,  a  tender,  a  lovely 
fcion  had  fprungupj  it  flouriflied  in  the 
ihade;  it  blofTonried  in  fundiinej  with 
fweet,  with  gentle  hopes,  I  bore  it  toward 
its  native  foil.  No  barbarous  hand  was 
now  lying  in  wait  to  deftroy  itj  no  pefti- 
lential  wind  blew  from  thofe  cliffs  which 
ihot  their  white  arms  into  the  ocean,  and 
hofpitably  invited  us  to  the  bofom  of 
peace.  Ah,  no  !  a  dear,  though  fmall  cir- 
cle of  fympathizing  friends  would  receive 
the  forlorn,  the  widowed  wanderer,  as  one 
arifen  from  the  deadj  would  grace  my 
woful  tale  with  many  a  lamenting  tear. 

My  filter  too,  my  darling  Ellinor— 
how  perfect,  how  pure,  cried  my  fwelling 
heart,  will  be  our  re-union  !  how  will  ihe 
fondly  fold  to  her  generous  bofom  this 
dear  child  of  the  ocean — this  foothing, 
unconfcious  fellow- fufFerer — this  early 
partner  in  her  Matilda's  wayward  fortune! 

■ Paufe,  Madam,  over  this  fair  prof- 

pe(5t,  and  let  me  reft  a  while  my  weary 
fingers  and  fpirits, 

THE 
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PART    IV. 


X  STRUGGLED  with  the  fad  remem- 
brances indelibly  imprefled  on  my  heart, 
when  my  eyes  aga'n  beheld  the  fhore  of 
England ;  and  folding  to  my  bofom  the 
dear  offspring  of  love  and  misfortune,  I 
fliut  up  every  fenfe  in  her.  Already  alive 
to  the  anxious  hopes  and  wiflies  that  fo 
<iarly  tin£lure  a  being  with  which  alone 
they  expire,  my  daughter  fondly  flattered 
herfelf  with  theexpectationof  an  unknown 
good,  and  impatiently  wiihcd  for  the  ter-: 
L  4  mination 
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mination  of  our  voyage.  I  landed  at 
Greenwich,  becaufe  the  fpot  where  I 
could  fooneft  learn  intelligence  of  the 
Sydney  family,  as  the  people  who  kept 
the  chief  inn,  I  remembered,  had  been 
fcrvants  to  Lord  Leicefter :  but  alas,  I  had 
overlooked  the  long  term  of  my  abfence, 
and  the  probability  that  they  might  either 
be  dead  or  removed.  Greenwich,  which 
I  had  left  the  feat  of  gaiety,  empire,  and 
magnificence,  now  appeared  a  dreary  fo- 
litude.  The  tide  in  filence  laved  the  walls 
of  a  deferred  palace,  which  verging  to 
decay  like  its  pafl:  poffeflbrs,  feemed  but 
a  gaudy  maufoleum.  I  paufed  over  thefe 
fragile  memorials  of  human  grandeur,  as 
the  boat  bore  me  towards  the  fhore  j  and 
half  furmifed  the  ftrangenefs  that  might 
await  me  there.  I  was  prefently  fur- 
rounded  by  a  fet  of  unknown  faces;  and 
after  much  tedious  enquiry,  learnt  that 
my  tender  friend.  Lady  Arundell,  ftili 
inhabited  her  houfe  near  Chelfea,  whither 
I  difpatched  a  meflenger  with  a  billet. 
It  demanded  "  a  welcome  for  a  pqor  wi- 
dowed wanderer,  and  a  babe,  for  whofe 

ex- 
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cxiftence  that  dear  woman  was  perhaps 
refponfible,  as  it  was  wholly  owing  to  her 
indulgence.  I  added,  I  would  not  venture 
one  enquiry  till  I  had  gained  fortitude 
from  her  prefence,  but  doubted  not  that 
I  Ihould  have  as  much  to  learn  as  to  unfold. 
If,  as  my  flattering  forebodings  informed 
me,  my  darling  filter  yet  furvived,  I  was 
perfuaded  by  whatever  name  fhe  was  now 
diftinguifhed  fhe  would  once  more  an- 
fwer  to  that  with  tranfport  j  and  fold  to 
her  glowing  bofom  a  weary  heart  which 
had  long  fought  in  vain  a  refting  place  j 
but  I  fubmitted  the  difcovery,  and  meet- 
ing, entirely  to  the  care  and  prudence  of 
our  mutual  friend." 

I  waited  not  long  in  fufpenfc,  for  my 
meflenger  haftened  back  with  a  billet,  in- 
coherent as  furprize  and  joy  could  make 
it.  "  Fly,  faid  the  generous  Lady  Arun- 
dell,  to  my  arms,  to  my  heart,  to  my 
home — they  will  ever  be  open  to  you  and 
yours — I  fufpend  all  explanations  till  I 
fee  you. — Ah,  Matilda,  dear  to  my  eyes 
will  be  that  lovely  face,  however  changed 
by  misfortune.'* 

Grate- 
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Grateful  as  this  invitation  proved,  rrif 
foul  was  fenfible  of  a  damp  and  difap- 
pointment,  from  the  obfcurity  caft  over 
the  interval  of  my  abfence,  and  her  leav- 
ing unanfwered  my  enquiry  for  my  fifter. 
I  haftened  neverthelefs  to  obey  the  re- 
iqueft".  The  fad  meditations  which  would 
have  engrofled  my  faculties  in  pafling 
through  London,  were  continually  inter- 
rupted by  the  tranfports  of  my  little  Ma- 
ry J  the  varying  ftreets  filled  with  gay 
Ihops,  and  thronged  with  fine-drefled 
people,  were  a  novelty  to  her  of  the  moft 
charming  and  interefting  nature.  Ere  I 
Gould  half  anfwer  her  enquiry  into  each 
new  wonder,  it  was  loft  in  the  next, 
and  that  chaftened  pleafure  a  mother  ex- 
trads  from  blending  the  figh  of  know- 
ledge with  the  fmile  of  innocence,  claim- 
ed its  turn  in  my  agitated  bofom,  fuf- 
pending  more  powerful  emotions:  but 
when  my  eyes  refted  on  the  gates  of  Lady 
Arundell's  houfe,  thofe  gates  from  whence 
I  lad  took  my  flight  fo  dearly  accompa- 
nied, a  pang  fo  pungent  wrung  my  heart, 
that  my  feeble  fenfe  funk  under  it,  and  I 

fwooned 
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fwooncd  away.  I  revived  j  and  it 
feemed  rather  by  the  cries  and  tears 
of  my  little  one,  than  the  remedies  of 
the  fervants  who  farrounded  me.  My 
Iweet  Mary  had  climbed  up  the  couch 
on  which  they  laid  me,  and  clafping 
her  arms  round  my  neck  laid  her  mant- 
ling check,  to  my  pale  one,  and  Ihed  de- 
luges of  tears.  I  comforted  her,  and 
feeling  my  hand  prefled  by  fome  body 
who  far  almoft  behind  me,  turned,  and 
fixing  my  eyes  on  the  ftreaming  ones  of 
Lady  Arundell,  I  threw  myfelf  filently 
into  her  arms,  and  felt  my  very  foul  dif- 
Iblve  upon  her  bofom.  Both  were  half 
fuffocated  withfeelings  too  high  wrought, 
and  the  prefence  of  my  daughter  proved 
a  fortunate  relief;  for  drawing  me  fondly 
down  to  her,  "  why  do  you  cry,  mama  ? 
faid  the  dear  one,  and  why  does  this  lady 
ci^y  ?  I  thought  we  came  home  to  be  hap- 
py." "  And  happy  we  will  be,  my  dar- 
ling, cried  Lady  Arundell,  prefling  her  to 
a  bofom  melting  in  her  favor,  who  can  be 
otherwife  bkft  with  fuch  a  cherub  ?  Can 
you  complain,  Matilda,  when  Heaven  has 

lefc 
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left  you  her  ?" — "  No,  my  admirable 
friend,  fighed  I,  I  do  not  complain,-— 
my  reafon  reproves  thofe  tears  my  wound- 
ed heart  will  not  ceafe  periodically  to 
pour  forth  j  this  houfe,  this  room,  even 
your  tendernefs  awakens  a  train  of  killing 
remembrances,  I  have  in  vain  endeavour- 
ed to  arm  myfelf  againft.  Here,  here, 
even  here  has  my  foul  expanded  towards 
her  father  with  a  pleafure  of  which  her- 
felf,  and  this  weed,  are  the  only  memo- 
rials." 

The  entrance  of  fervants  with  refrefli- 
ments,  fufpended  a  little  the  agitation  of 
both ;  and  Lady  Arundell  obftinately  re- 
fufed  every  kind  of  information  concern- 
ing my  filler  or  friends  till  the  next  day, 
infifting  that  1  fliould  devote  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening  to  a  minute  recital  of 
my  own  ftory.  The  aftonifhment  its  in- 
cidents every  moment  excited  in  Lady 
Arundell,  feemed  to  make  it  more  won^^ 
derfui  even  to  myfelf.  Having  the  happy^ 
afiurance  from  herthat  my  fifterftill  lived, 
I  gave  way  to  the  fweet  hope  of  feeing 
her,  and  filled  up  with  her  idea  si  cham- 
ber 
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ber  which  now  appeared  more  folitary 
than  ever. 

My  impatience  concerning  my  Ellinor 
could  no  longer  be  rellrained,  than  till 
we  met  in  the  morning,  when  I  importu- 
nately demanded  her  (lory.  The  vifiblc 
reluftance  with  which  Lady  Arundell 
granted  my  requefl,  confirmed  my  fears 
of  fome  dreadful  cataftrophe,  and  had  I 
not  been  aflured  my  fifler  yet  lived,  I 
(hould  have  concluded  her  lofs  the  fatal 
event  our  friend  feared  to  acknowledge : 
but  fatisfied  in  this  inftance,  and  having 
no  tie  which  could  comparatively  intereft 
me,  I  fortified  my  mind  againft  the  im- 
preflion  of  inferior  forrows,  by  the  deep 
fenfe  of  thofe  1  had  already  furvived. 

Whatever  courage  I  had  coUefted,  I 
needed  it  all,  when  with  that  fearful  pomp 
of  preparation  with  which  fricndfliip  ever 
binds  up  the  wounds  of  fatCj  Lady  Arun- 
dell produced  a  number  of  papers,  moft 
of  which  appeared  to  be  written  by  my 
fifter.  I  kifled  the  dear  traces  of  a  hand 
fo  beloved,  Alas,  thofe  fheets  are  yet  by 
me,  and  I  need  only  fubjoin  them. 
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The  Life  of  Ellinor,  addrejfcdto  Matilda: 

OH,  you!  much  loved,  but  little 
Irufted  !  dear  fifter  of  my  heart,  whom  it 
fondly  purfues  through  unknown  climes, 
where  yet  perhaps  you  wander,  the  viflim 
of  a  fatal  attachment;  receive  in  thefe 
papers,  if  they  ever  meet  your  eyes,  the 
greateft  teftimony  of  an  afFcftion,  which 
as  it  was  the  firft  my  foul  became  fen- 
fiblc  to,  fo  furely  will  it  be  the  lad. 
Allied  tome  indeftinyjno  lefs  than  blood, 
(for  we  were  bom  alike  to  be  unknown, 
except  to  each  other)  lo,  I  lay  my  heart 
unveiled  before  you,  its  paflions,  its 
pride,  its  prejudices  j  condemn  them  not 
my  fifter,  however  they  may  contradift 
your  own. — Eftimate  duly  the  filence  I 
have  fo  long  preferved ;  the  facrifices  I 
have  made,  facrifices  fo  much  the  more 
meritorious,  as  my  foul  ever  revolted 
againft  the  mean  impofer,  and  fubmitted 
but  to  you.  I  knew  the  delicacy  of  your 
mind,  and  would  not  add  to  the  weight 
v^rhich  hung  upon  its  nobler  faculties,  by 
a  confiidence  that  might  wrong  at   the 

fame 
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fame  moment  your  duty.  Ah  !  no,  I 
remembered  Williams,  and  was  from  that 
pioment  prudent,  if  not  happy — yet  as  I 
|:now  too  well  the  horrors  of  myftery,  in» 
certitude,  and  filence,  (for  have  I  not 
ipent  ages  in  vainly  guefiing  at  your  fate  ?) 
let  me  refcue  you  from  a  life  of  furiqife, 
by  preferving  this  fad  memorial.  Perhaps 
this  aftonifhing  feparation  will  prove  eter- 
nal.— If  then  my  heart  no  more  fhall  feel 
th^e  throb  of  afFe6lion  it  has  always  given 
when  yours  prefTed  againft  it,  (and  fome- 
thing  feems  to  tell  me  that  pleafure  (hall 
never  more  be  mine)  receive  in  this  recir 
tal  a  laft  proof  of  my  tendernefs,  and  oh, 
|ny  dear,  ill-fated  fifter,  may  it  mitigate 
the  keennefs  of  yourafflidlion,  to  learn  that 
you  have  not  been  the  greateft  fuiferer. 

In  one  part  of  this  ftory  I  muft  ever 
have  been  obfcure  and  infincere,  but  that 
fate  has  fnatched  away  the  worfhipped 
objeifl,  of  v/hofe  character  we  judged  in 
fo  different  a  manner.  Oh,  pardon  me  all- 
gracious  Heaven,  if  my  opinion  has  been 
erroneous!  — Paufe  here,  Matilda,  if  youp 
rifmg  foul  has  taken  the  alarm,  and  weigJ> 

well 
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•well  the    love  you  bear   me,  for  I  (baU/ 

need  it  all,  unlefs  I  falfify  the  fad. 

On  the  memorable  day,  when  Heave^n 
decided  the  deftiny  of  the  one  fifter,  and 
perplexed  that  of  the  other,  by  prefenting^ 
to  the  eyes  of  both  the  favorite  of  Eliza-, 
beth,  how  diametrically  oppofite  were  the 
imprefllons  each  took  of  his  charafler! 
Aftonifhing  that  two  agreeing  in  every 
inftance  till  that  moment,  fhould  for  the 
firlt  time  differ  in  fo  decided  a  manner  ! 
and  more  aftonidiing,  that  every  following 
day  only  confirmed  the  feparate  judg- 
ments.  The  darling  alike  of  art  and  of 
nature,  the  eye,  or  mind,  could  demand 
no  more  than  was  comprized  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Lord  Leicefter — but  here,  in  my 
opinion,  the  charm  ended.  His  heart, 
not  warm  by  nature,  had  been  rendered 
in  a  great  degree  callous,  from  its  hav- 
ing expanded  in  the  chilling  atmofphere 
of  a  Court.  Unbounded  in  his  pro- 
jeds,  timid  and  fubtle  in  his  adlions, 
tyrannic  in  his  purfuits,  the  obje6b  he 
could  not  govern,  never  long  attached 
him.    Ambition,  pride,  and  vanity,  thofe 

lead- 
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leading  traits  in  alnnofl  every  charafter, 
were  in  his  fo  exquifitely  blended,  and 
correfled  by  the  froft  of  his  nature,  that 
they  might  often  be  miftaken  for  nobler 
paffions.  You  were  prefented  to  his  eyes 
in  early  youth,  a  finilhed  pattern  of  beau- 
ty, endued  with  royaltyj  in  the  ten- 
der bloom  of  a  newly  awakened  love. 
Uniting  thus  in  your  own  perfon  the 
ftrongeft  powers  of  charming,  with  fuch  as 
were  peculiarly  congenial  to  the  heart  you 
wiflied  to  win,  it  laid  itfelf  at  your  feet. 
Oh  woful  moment  when  it  did  fo,  as  it 
entailed  upon  you  all  the  miferies  of  a 
mutual  paffion,  without  half  its  enjoy*- 
ments !  Alas,  Matilda,  had  you  really 
been  adored — yet  what  could  that  have 
done,  more  than  to  feverely  aggravate 
all  you  was  born  to  fuffer  ?  and  as  the 
apparent  paflion  of  Lord  Leicefter  had  to 
you  the  charms  of  reality,  I  am  to  blame 
perhaps  thus  to  reprefent  it :  but  the  fea- 
fon  of  dilTimulation  is  pa(t,  and  my  tor- 
tured heart  will  utter  nothing  but  truth. 
So  fixed  was  this  opinion  of  his  charader 
that  though  there  was  a  moment  of  my 
Vol.  II,  M  life. 
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life,  when  my  fate  feemcd  wholly  in  Lord' 
Leicefter'shandsjl  could  not  then  enough 
efteenri  him  to  venture  his  decifion.  Yet 
ftill  a  tender  pity  for  your  unmerited  and 
everlafting  paflion  fhould  have  fupprefled 
this  (in  your  mind)  harfh  judgment,  but 
that,  I  once  more  repeat,  my  own  a6lions 
muft  ever  then  have  appeared  eccentric 
and  enigmatical. 

How  deeply  both  father  Anthony  anci 
I  regretted  the  imprudence  which  intro- 
duced into  our  folitary  afylum  fo  danger- 
dusa  vrfitor,  it  were  needlefsnow  to  repeats' 
Prudence  was  for  once  on  the  fide  of  paf- 
fion,  and  your  fate  was  by  the  will  of 
your  only  remaining  guardian,  for  ever 
united  with  that  of  your  lover.  I  foon 
found  it  vain  to  oppofe  the  afcendancy  he 
had  gained  in  your  affe(5lions  ;  and  as  my 
own  were  yet  unoccupied,  I  looked  no  far- 
ther than  the  prefent moment;  and  follow^ 
€d  you  to  Kenilworth  Caftle  without  re- 
pining. Neverthelefs  I  admired  the  delu- 
lions  of  love,  which  in  a  moment  recon- 
ciled you  to  a  fituation  apparently  fo  ob- 
icure  and  abjedt ,  and  ftill  more  that  total 

blind- 
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bllndnefs  to  your  own  exquifite  perfeftion, 
which  could  make  you  fancy  that  low  ftatc 
would  ever  appear  to  obferving  fpe6bators 
yiyur  natural  one.  What  then  mud  be 
my  aftonifhmcnt  to  fee  Lord  Leicefter's 
love  dmpofc  fuch  humiliations,  on  an  ob- 
ject nature  and  fortune  had  placed  fo  far 
^ove  him,  and  meanly  content  himfelf 
with  monopolized  indulgences. 

Hardly  were  we  alone,  when  the  pre- 
fumption  of  that  wretch  Williams  filled 
fcoth  of  us  with  a  terror  which  required 
an  immediate  remedy.  Every  faculty  of 
•my  foul  revolted  again  ft  the  abjecl  com- 
pliances your  entreaties  exa6led  from  me ; 
but  even  thofe  only  ferved  to  ftrengthen 
the  contempt  which  began  to  predomi- 
jiate  in  it.  Lord  Leicefter's  return  gave 
•us  a  temporary  relief,  but  his  method  of 
getting  rid  of  the  villain  appeared  to  me 
alike  unfafeand  mean,  and  the  only  proper 
mode  of  ending  our  fears  never  once  feem- 
ed  to  occur  to  him.  I  mean,  acknowledg- 
ing his  marriage  j  which  perhaps  might; 
at  that  period  have  been  done  without 
any  great  danger  of  oftending  Elizabeth  j 
M  2  whofe 


•i54        THE    RECESS,   kt. 

whofe  withering  heart  was  becoming  ever^ 
day  lefs  fenfible  of  afFe(5lion,  and  whofe 
vanity  was  fo  highly  gratified  and  pofleiTed 
by  the  addreflcs  of  the  Duke  of  Anjou. 
But  it  was  the  intereft  of  my  Lord  to  break 
the  match  with  the  French  Prince,  and 
to  that  golden  idol  his  every  paflion  bow- 
ed. We  were  again  left  to  work  tapeftry, 
and  when  he  had  fucceeded  in  his  favo- 
rite projeft,  he  fufFered  the  Queen  in  turn^ 
to  bewail  alone  the  lofs  of  her  laft  lover, 
and  came  once  more  to  amufe  himfelf  at 
Kenilworth. 

But  he  was  not  always  to  fucceed  ;  the 
jealoufy  of  Elizabeth  had  now  juft  pro- 
vocation, and  in  her  fudden  arrival  at  Ke- 
nilworth Caflle,  fhe  at  laft  over-reached 
her  politic  favorite.  In  vain  Lord  Leicef- 
ter  would  have  concealed  us — in  vain  he 
would  have  reprefented  us  as  the  vaflals 
of  his  amufement :  the  fcrutinizing  eye  of 
the  Queen,  theuniverfal  voice  of  her  more 
impartial  train,  pronounced  this  impofTi- 
ble.  Reduced  to  frame  a  new  ftory,  tor- 
tured with  the  convidion  that  it  had  not 
gained  credit,  he  was  obliged  to  aggra- 
vate 
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yate  every  difagreeable  of  our  prefent 
Situation,  by  delivering  us  unwillingly 
into  the  hands  of  Elizabeth.  Alas,  my 
fiftcr,  I  faw,  I  underflood,  all  this  cofl  you 
on  my  account,  while  not  one  figh  on  your 
own  efcaped  you.  I  therefore  ftifled  the 
painful  and  proud  fenfations  that  fwelled 
at  my  heart,  and  ventured  into  the  world 
under  the  doubtful  and  rnyfterious  patro- 
nage of  the  Queen;  who,  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  finefies  of  her  favorite  than 
thofe  now  nearly  allied  to  him,  never  for 
one  moment  was  the  dupe  of  his  fiction, 
though  unable  to  difprove  it. 

Ah,  how  vifionary  feems  on  recollec- 
tion our  nev^  fituation  !  feen  without  be- 
ing known  j  adored,  without  being 
cfteemed ;  punifhed  without  being  guilty; 
applauded  without  being  meritorious,  we 
were  all  an  illufion.  Yet  while  furrounded 
with  fpies,  and  afting  for  ever  under  an 
eye  difpofed  to  condemn,  ere  it  could  half 
difcover,  how  difficult  was  it  for  us  to  avoid 
fufpicion  and  cenfure !  One  fole  advan- 
tage had  either  gained  by  converging  into 
the  fphere  f^f  a  ,cpurtj  ^  faithful  friend  : 
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though  even  that  blefling  was  curtailed 
by  the  eternal  policy  of  my  Lord,  who 
would  not  permit  us  to  confide  to  his 
own  amiable  nieces,  the  Ladies  Arundell 
and  Pembroke,  any  part  of  a  fecret  which 
might  afFed,  however  remotely,  his  own 
fafety.  Bounded  as  our  converfations 
muft  of  confequence  be,  the  charm  of 
attachment  neverthelefs  feized  upon  our 
fouls.  Mine  allied  itfelf  to  Lady  Pem- 
broke, while  yours  equally  inclined  to 
her  no  lefs  amiable  fifter,  and  each  took 
plcafure  in  pafllng  that  portion  of  her 
time  with  the  diftinfl  favourite  we  did 
not  fpend  together.  Ah,  here  Matilda, 
1  approach  the  appointed  moment,  when 
the  paths  of  life,  in  which  we  have  hitherto 
trod  harxi  in  hand,  begin  to  feparate; 
and  every  fucceeding  (lep  bears  us  farther 
from  each  other,'  till  darknefs  and  diftance 
rob  the  (training  eye  of  its  firft  dear  ob- 
je£t — In  vain  each  now  turns  back,  and 
feeks  the  accuftomed  way  a  thoufand 
various  ones  perplex  the  wearied  mind ; 
and  while  the  impetuous  paffions  drag  us 
onward,  we  give  to  the  fweet  memory 

of 
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of  early  youth  a  thoufand  fond  and  hope-, 
lefs  fighs,  then  follo\y  wit(i  trembling 
feet  thofe  ungovernable  leaders. 
'  Lord  Pembroke's  partiality  had  long 
diflinguilhed  a  noble  youth  the  policy  of 
Lord  Leiccfter  (till  kept  abroad.  I  had 
ieen  many  of  his  letters,  through  the  me- 
dium of  Lady  Pembroke  j  and  my  heart 
had  learnt  to  flutter  at  the  name  of  Effexi 
ere  yet  I  beheld  him.  Alas,  eyen  while 
I  repeat  it,  1  own  the  fame  fenfation  ! — ^ 
Oh,  love  !  exquifite  delufion  !  captivating 
^rror !  from,  the  moment  the  lips  find 
JR^eafure  in  that  word,  till  they  lofc  the 
power  of  pronouncing  it,  the  charm,  the 
inconceivable  charm  remains. — Whether 
^herifhed  by  the  fun  beams  of  hope,  or 
chilled  by  the  dews  of  difappointment — 
Whether  the  chofen  objed  is  faithful, 
or  unfaithful — glowing  with  animation 
before  our  eyes,  or  feared  up  in  the 
.dark  and  filent  grave;  the  paffion,  the 
-powerful  paflion  alTerts  its  eternal  in- 
fluence, and  decides  the  charader  where 
it  once  has  reigned.  While  I  dv/ell 
pn  the  moment  which  called  to  being 
M  4  this 
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this  fine?  and  rnore  poignant  fenfc,  fenfi; 
bility,  memory  retraces  its  dear  emotions, 
with  a  foftnefs  time  itfelf  can  never  ex- 
tinguifh. 

Tintcured  with  the  partiality  of  Lord 
Eflex's  friends ;  already  acquainted  with 
his  fentiments  on  heroifm,  glory,  and 
every  attachment  except  that  of  the  heart; 
1  fondly  flattered  myfelf  the  day  would 
come,  when  he  would  receive  from  me 
that  laft  and  livelieft  impreflion  which 
forms  and  finiflies  the  human  foul.  I  inter- 
wove myfelf  infenfibly  in  all  his  concerns ; 
I  deeply  lamented  the  tie  of  relationfhip, 
which  fubje£ted  his  adlions  to  the  will  of 
Lord  Leicefter ;  and  employed  fome  of 
the  little  time  I  fpent  with  my  Lord,  in 
endeavouring  to  bias  his  mind  in  favor  of 
the  abfent  hero.  Cold  and  filent  on  the 
merits  of  EiTex,  Lord  Leicefter  often 
bantered  me  on  being  fo  fenfible  of  them, 
and  feldom  failed  to  remind  me  of 
the  family  compact,  which  had  bound 
Lord  Eftex  to  wed  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham's  only  daughter  :  to  fulfil  which,  he 
\?urpofed  foon  to  recal  him  j  and  advifed 

me 
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me  rather  to  turn  my  eyes  on  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  whofe  talents  he  pronounced 
infinitely  fuperior,  and  whofe  homage 
was  wholly  paid  to  me.  As  this  was  a 
lover  he  knew  I  detefted,  the  converfa- 
tion  generally  ended  when  he  was  named, 
but  a  fucceffion  of  fuch  difcourfes,  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Lei- 
celter's  felfifhnefs,  and  prepared  me,  per- 
haps, to  decide  in  oppofition  to  it. 

Effex  was  at  length  fummoned  to  Eng- 
land. He  arrived.  An  idle,  unaccountable 
apprehenfion  at  once  overcame  my  reaibn. 
I  was  perfuaded  I  could  not  fee  him  with 
indifference.     I  feared  the  keen  eye  of 
Elizabeth,  and  thecolder  and  more  watch- 
ful one  of  Lord  Leicefter.     I  quitted  the 
Court  the  day  Effex  was  to  be  prefented, 
and  paft  it  with  Lady  Pembroke.  By  a  fin- 
gular  chance  Mifs  Walfingham  had  chofen 
^,to  do  the  fame.     The  party  enlarged  in- 
^cicnfibly   as  the  circle  decreafed.     Effex 
£-.\Yas  the  theme  of  every  tongue,  and  while 
Mifs  Walfingham's  triumphant  eyes  ac- 
knowledged the   implied   compliments, 
;  my  yielding  heart  received  them.    **  He 

is 
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is  here,"  cried  Lady  Pembroke,  in  thQ 
afternoon,  looking  out  of  the  window, 
and  kiffing  her  hand.  I  felt  ready  once 
more  to  run  away,  but  that  decorum  re- 
ftrained  me.  Lady  Pembroke  indulged 
one  of  the  gay  whims  which  fo  often  were 
a  fource  of  pleafure  at  once  to  herfelf  and 
h^r  friends,  and  infilled  that  he  Ihould 
only  be  told  his  bride  was  among  the  unr 
married  ladies,  from  whom  his  heart 
muft  felecl  her.  This  was  an  ill-judged 
project.  Mils  Walfingham  had  been  conr 
trafted  to  Lord  Effex  in  childhood,  ra- 
ther to  ratify  a  reconciliation  between  the 
families,  than  any  afFe(5lion.  The  rigid 
principles  of  Lady  Walfingham  had  hif 
therto  kept  her  daughter  in  total  feclu- 
fion,  and  the  death  of  her  mother  had  now 
given  the  young  lady  unbounded  liberty. 
Her  pafiions,  naturally  violent,  had  al- 
ways fpurned  reftrainti  but  compelled  for 
a  time  to  fubmit  to  it,  they  marked  hep 
charadler  even  in  early  youth  with  haugh- 
tinefs.  The  beauty  (he  eminently  pof- 
fefled,  foon  drew  around  her  a  croud  of 
lovers,  which  elevating  her  vanity,  added 

CO- 
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coquetry  to  pride,  and  united  in  her  per- 
fon  the  ftrange  extremes  of  four  referve 
and  unbounded  levity.  Sir  Philip  Sydney 
was  the  only  man  fuppofed  to  have  any 
intereft  in  her  heart,  but  as  he  had  from 
the  firfl  devoted  himfelf  to  another,  flie 
afFefted  to  defpife  him,  and  wait  the  re- 
turn of  her  alotted  hufband,  with  a  refo- 
lution  to  fulfil  the  contradl. 

Mifs  Walfingham  feconded  the  propo- 
fal  of  Lady  Pembroke,  which  rather  per^- 
plexed  the  reft  of  the  company  ;  and  after 
much  pleafancry  on  the  fubjefl  of  fympa- 
thy.  Lady  Pembroke  fent  for  her  Lord 
and  the  ftranger.--Ah,  Heavens,  that  in- 
vincible ftranger — born  to  decide  my  de- 
lliny— his  youth  had  accuftomed  me  to 
expeft  to  find  fomething  unformed  and 
unfinilhed  in  his  perfon  and  manners — 
how  then  was  I  furprized  to  fee  the  height 
and  majefty  of  Lord  Leicefter  united 
with  a  countenance  no  lefs  perfed  j  while 
every  grace  of  figure,  feature,  and  com- 
plexion were  lighted  up  by  brilliant 
youth,  an  air  at  once  elegant  and  inge* 
nuous,  and  an  expreflion  of  fenfibility 

which 
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"which  heightened  every  charm.  I  have  not 
half  defcribed  the  dear,  the  deep  impref- 
fion — I  would  in  vain  defcribe  it — he  look- 
ed and  I  then  firft  feenned  to  fee — he  fpoke 
and  I  then  firft  feemed  to  hear. — Fearful 
left  any  marked  diforder  ftiould  betray 
me,  I  rivetted  pxiy  eyes  upon  the  ground, 
but  they  had  already  borne  the  image 
into  my  heart :  I  ftill  faw  it  within,  and 
my  charmed  fenfe  retained  the  found  of 
that  voice,  regardlefs  of  all  others — Smil- 
ing exprefiively  at  Lady  Pembroke's  au- 
thoritative order,  he  kifted  the  hand  (he 
had  given  him,  and  dropping  it,  knelt 
gracefully  to  me. — Gracious  Heaven,  how 
exceflive  was  my  confufion  at  this  unlucky 
miftake,  yet  how  exquifite  my  filentplea- 
fure  1  The  overpowering  mirth  of  the 
whole  party  difpleafed  him — kindly  deign- 
ing to  impute  my  diftrefs  folely  to  that  . 
caufe,  he  folicited  my  pardon  for  having 
united  me  in  the  very  excellent  jeft  the 
ladies  were  obliging  enough  to  make  at 
his  expence.  Adding  in  a  lower  voice, 
that  wherever  parental  authority  had  de- 
ftined.him  to  bow,  he  fhould  always  re- 
member with  pride  and  pleafure  the  dif- 

tinguiftie4 
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tingulflied  choice  his  heart  had  ventured 
to  make.  Then  advancing  to  Mifs  Wal- 
fingham,  whofe  readinefs  faved  him  a  fe- 
cond  miftake,  he  made  her  fome  cold 
compliment^  which  awakened  every  fiery 
particle  of  her  nature,  and  pafled  on  to 
pay  the  fame  refpeft  to  the  reft  of  the 
ladies  :  while  his  eyes  ever  and  anon  re- 
turned to  me  with  that  paflionate  ingenu- 
oufnefs  which  through  life  has  been  his 
charaderiftic. 

1  left  him  behind,  and  returned  to 
Court;  glowing  with  the  fame  ardent  paf- 
fion  I  had  once  dared  to  condemn  in  you, 
and  flattering  myfelf  that  he  was  fludy- 
ing  how  to  break  an  engagement  not  ra- 
tified by  his  heart.  How  fweet  were  the 
hours,  rich  with  that  hope  !  ready  every 
moment  to  acknowledge  the  truth,  and 
to  indulge  my  paffion  by  repofing  it  ia 
your  faithful  bofom,  I  found  you  over- 
whelmed with  tears,  apprehenfion,  and 
anguilhi  for  it  was  at  this  very  period  the 
cruel  and  extravagant  jealoufy  of  Lord 
Leicefter  became  apparent.  Wanting 
courage  to  mention  an  incident  remote 

from 
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from  the  caufe  of  your  forrow,  I  buried 
the  dear  imprefTion  in  my  heart,  and 
devoted  myfelf  to  foothing  a  mind  fo 
deeply  wounded.  By  a  ftrange  tranfition 
in  my  own  fentimenis,  1  had  learnt  fairly 
tojudge  of  yours,  and  the  increafing  fimi- 
larity  interwove  our  fouls  every  day  more 
and  more  ftrongly,  though  not  one  word 
efcaped  me.  Dreams  of  pride  and  gran- 
deur, which  had  fometimes  embittered  a 
fpirit  I  will  venture  to  call  noble,  vanifh- 
ed  at  once  before  a  stronger  pafTion ; 
■which  strangely  filled  up  that  void  in  my 
mind  nothing  yet  had  ever  been  able  to 
fill.  I  no  longer  complained  of  the 
Queen — I  no  longer  thought  the  Court  a 
prifon — conforming  from  that  moment 
quietly  to  my  fate,  I  centred  every  wi(h 
in  one  fole  object. 

I  even  employed  myfelf  diligently 'in 
developing  Lord  Leicefter's  fentiments; 
and  conciliating  a  difference  both  of  you 
fuffered  alike  by,  though  neither  would 
allow  it.  Lord  EfTex,  during  thefe  con- 
verfations,  was  ever  near  us — with  watch- 
ful eye  endeavouring  to  dive  into  the  na- 
ture 
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ture  of  our  connexion,  and  the  myftery 
of  our  birth  ;  fo  induftrioufly  burred  by 
Leicefter  and  Elizabeth.  The  difguft 
your  Lord  already  fhewed  towards 
Eflcx,  became  on  thefe  occafions  more 
apparent,  and  as  its  caufe,  I  fought  by 
every  little  diftinftion  to  reward  that  dear 
lover's  patience :  a  diflike  fo  unjuft, 
heightened,  however,  that  I  already  felt 
towards  Lord  Leicefter,  though  at  the 
fame  moment  it  fupplied  a  ftill  more  ur- 
gent reafon  for  concealing  it,  than  thofe 
which  had  hitherto  influenced  me. 

The  fufFerings  of  your  mind  funk  into 
mine  j  and  profiting  by  the  fad  example 
of  a  paflion  imprudently  indulged,  I  call- 
ed myfelf  to  account  for  cherifhing  fo 
dangerous  a  weaknefs,  and  refolved  by  a 
courageous  effort  to  govern,  if  I  could 
not  extingiiilh  it.  But  ah,  how  vain  is 
that  attempt,  when  once  we  are  truly 
touched !  Love,  my  fifter,  like  the  en- 
writhed  ferpent,  only  compreffes  the  heart 
more  clofeiy,  for  every  effort  we  make  to 
Ihake  It  off.  In  vain  I  turned  my  con- 
templations towards  the  obfcurity  which 

had 
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had  hitherto  attended  our  lives,  the  dark, 
and  myfterlous  cloud  which  yet  hung  over 
them  ;  love  drew  a  vivid  rainbow  acrofs 
it,  and  every  tear  due  to  misfortune  fell 
tindured  with  Eflex.  Ah,  wherefore 
(hould  calamity  heighten  that  paffion  ? 
without  being  able  to  define  the  caufe, 
I  acknowledge  the  efFed?  Th«  heart 
for  ever  adlive,  perhaps  then  ferments 
moft  powerfully,  and  where  love  has 
once  found  room,  every  agitation  co- 
operates to  its  increafe,  however  diftindt 
its  origin. 

Yet  if  the  weaknefs  of  woman  could  be 
juflified  by  the  merit  of  the  objeft,  the 
more  I  examined  EfTex,  the  more  reafon 
I  had  to  be  fatisfied.  That  noble  candor, 
which  refilled  through  life  the  courtly 
artifice  he  would  neither  profit  by  or 
adopt,  was  atthis  period  eminently  confpi- 
cuous :  while  his  warm  heart,  and  polifh- 
ed  underflanding,  made  him  no  lefs  the 
friend  than  the  patron  of  genius.  .  Every 
indifferent  fpedator  admired  to  fee  even 
his  youth  rich  with  every  promife  fulfilled 
in  the  riper  years  of  Sydney,  and  thought 

Sir 
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Sir  Francis  Walfingham  the  happieft  of 
men,  in  being  able  to  match  his  daugh- 
ter with  either  of  thefe  diftinguifhed 
minds.  The  generous  EflTex  fcorned  to 
deceive  her  he  did  not  refufe  to  marry, 
and  paying  his  deccafed  father's  will  the 
deep  refped:  of  appearing  ready  to  comply 
with  if,  waited  the  operations  of  fortune 
^n  his  favor,  and  adored  me  m  filence. 

Atthisjunfture  the  camp  claimed  Lord 
Leicefter,  and  the  nobility  accompanied 
him.  I  (hared  the  mortal  fhagrin  with 
which  you  faw  him  depart  in  filence,  and 
followed  you  fo  truly  through  all  your 
feelings,  that  I  fought  to  perfuade  my- 
felf  EfTex  might  only  want  the  power  to 
treat  me  in  the  fame  manner.  This  pain- 
ful idea  operated  fo  flrongly,  as  to  make 
itie  afiume  a  coldnefs  at  parting,  to  which 
my  lover  was  unaccuftomed,  and  which, 
to  own  the  truth,  I  did  not  ceafe  regret- 
ting the  whole  time  of  his  abfence. 

The  difperfion  and  defeat  of  the  Ar- 
mada reftored  gaiety  and  eclat  to  the 
Court,  The  fullfeft  reconciliation  took 
place  between  you  and  Lord  Leicefter. 
^   Vol.  II.  N  Mv 
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My  heart  opened  once  more  to  hope,  to 
happinefs,  to  EfTex  j  who  now  took  cou- 
rage to  unfold  his  fentinnients  to  Lady 
Pembroke.  She  inftantly  adopted  his 
taufc,  and  promifed  to  find  him  an  op- 
portunity to  plead  it.  Nor  was  it  long 
ere  fhe  drew  me  to  her  houfe,  and  telling 
me,  with  one  of  thofe  happy  fmiles  which 
difpofed  us  to  grant  whatever  fhe  wifhcd, 
"  that  from  the  firft  moment  fhe  faw  me, 
it  had  been  one  of  the  darling  objefls  of 
her  life  to  unite  me  with  Lord  EfTex,  who 
alone  appeared  to  her  likely  to  deferve 
the  heart  fhe  had  fo  thoroughly  (ludied,  fhe 
had  therefore  engaged  her  Lord  to  join 
with  her  in  concerting  that  mode  of  intro- 
duction which  appeared  to  me  fo  wild  a 
whim.  !t  had  fully  anfwered  her  hopes 
in  fafcinating  one  of  the  parties,  and,  fhe 
added,  fhe  half  believed  it  was  not  lofl 
I'pon  the  other."  Fixing  her  eyes  for  a 
moment  on  my  glowing  cheeks,  fhe  gaily 
ilartcd  up  to  throw  open  her  clofet  door, 
*'  in  fliort,  my  dear,"  cried  fhe,  "  here  is 
Lord  Eflex  himfelf  j  allow  nim  to  plead 
his  own  caufe,  and  when  I  think  I  can 
'  fpeak 
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rpeak  more  to  the  purpofc,  depend  on 
my  interrupting  him :"  plucking  her 
robe  from  my  trembling  fingers,  fhe  ran 
out  of  the  room.  Diftrefled,  irrefolute, 
and  overcome  with  the  arrival  of  a  mo- 
ment fo  long  wiflied  for,  I  made  an  ef- 
fort to  follow  her,  but  ufing  the  fame 
means  to  detain  me,  I  had  unfuccefsfuUy 
tried  with  my  friend,  Lord  Effex  grafped 
my  robe  more  firmly.  I  turned,  and 
not  daring  to  fix  my  eyes  on  the  graceful 
form,  the  fine  face  on  which  they  fell,  I 
dropt  them,  and  yielded  in  filence  to 
hear  him.  How  deep,  ah  Heaven,  how 
exquifite,  is  the  remembrance  of  that 
moment,  when  the  name  of  love  firft 
reached  my  ear,  from  the  only  voice 
which  could  render  it  agreeable! — "  I 
will  not  imagine,  mod:  worlhipped  of 
women,  faid  the  Earl,  I  offer  you  any  new- 
homage  in  thus  bending  before  you. — 
The  moment  my  eyes  firft  beheld  yours, 
my  too-ready  knees  offered  up  to  you  a 
heart,  new  to  the  pafTion  that  moment 
made  eternal.  The  higheft  fenfeof  duty 
to  a  father,  whofe  will  in  all  other  in- 
N  2  fiances. 
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ftances,  was  governed  by  reafon,  hallowed 
even  the  generous  errorwhich  induced  him 
to  contrafl  me  to  MifsWalfingham.  Def- 
tined  to  refign  in  the  flower  of  his  days, 
every  advantage  which  makes  this  world 
dear  to  man,  he  fludioufly  fought  to  fe- 
cure  them  all  for  a  fon,  who  watered  his 
pale  cheek  with  the  tears  of  guilelefs  child- 
hood !  and  to  fecure  me  friends  at  Court, 
who  might  fupply  in  fome  degree  his  own 
place,  allied  me  nominally  to  the  politic 
Walfinghamj  perfuaded  his  intereft alone 
could  counter-balance  that  of  our  inveter- 
ate enemies,  the  Cecil  family.  The  event 
juftified  this  opinion.  A  combination  of 
circumftances  would  have  buried  me  in 
obfcurity,  had  1  not  had  the  fupport  and 
attachment  of  Sir  Francis.  Thus  circum- 
ftanced,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  reject 
the  daughter  of  the  man  to  whom  I  owe 
my  fafety  and  dillindionj  but  early  learn- 
ing her  charadler,  and  fearing  to  truft  my 
happinefs  in  the  hands  gf  agirl  whofe  vio- 
lent temper  deftroyed  her  own,  1  readily 
yielded  to  the  pleafure  of  Lord  Leicef- 
ter  in  remaining  abroad :  not  without  a 

hope 
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hope  (which  time  confirmed)  that  llie 
would  in  the  interim  give  her  heart  to 
fome  more  afliduous  lover.  I  had  reafoni 
to  believe  this  wifli  was  accomplifhcd  erd 
I  ventured  to  return  home.  Her  partia- 
lity for  Sir  Philip  Sydney  is  indeed  too 
apparent  for  me  to  think  of  uniting  with 
her,  were  the  friends  of  both  willing  to 
complete  the  match  j  but  as  I  cannot  help 
flattering  myfelf  that  the  determination  of 
Sir  Philip  will  regulate  that  of  the  Wal- 
iingham  family,  fain  would  I  learn  from 
your  indulgence  (if  indeed  you  deign  to 
interefl:  yourfelf  in  the  fate  of  a  man,  born 
but  to  adore  you)  whether  Sydney  has  any 
thing  to  hope  from  your  filler.  Accept 
in  this  explanation,  my  excufe  for  pre- 
fgming  to  hover  near  your  fecret ;  and 
do  not  imagine  by  uniting  myfelf  in  it,  I 
feek  to  intrude  on  engagements  I  fliall 
readily  yield  to,  whether  I  am  permitted 
to  underftand  them  or  not." 

Charmed  alike  with  the  accents  of  that 

harmonious  voice,  and  the  palTion  it  ge- 

neroufly. avowed — prepared  by  the  open- 

nefs  of  his.  recital  to.  indulge?  ptiy  natural 

N  3  cari*» 
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candor,  I  delivered  myfelf  wholly  up  to 
the  impulfe  of  my  heart;  and  the  im-i 
plied  acknowledgment  of  my  afFedion, 
made  when  I  condefcendcd  to  explain 
your  fentiments  refpecling  Sir  Philip, 
lighted  up  his  fine  eyes  with  new  foftnefs 
and  gratitude.  Infenfibly  led  on  to  fpeak 
of  Lord  Leiceftcr,  1  recollefled  at  once 
the  error  I  was  committing;  and  not  dar- 
ing to  violate  the  filence  I  had  promifed, 
I  broke  ofFabruptly,  covered  with  blufhes 

and  confufion a  long  paufe  enfued— 

I  raifed  my  eyes,  anxious  and  irrefolute, 
to  his — chagrin  had  dimmed  all  their 
luftre — he  faw  the  confiidt  in  my  mind, 
and  recolleding  the  fuperiority  of  his 
own  character,  he  conjured  me  *'  to  con- 
fider  well  all  I  would  fay,  and  to  believe 
that  confidence  would  be  only  a  weight 
upon  his  heart,  which  mine  lliould  ever  re- 
proach me  with  beftowing."  His  wound- 
ed feelings  gav«  a  perfuafive  tremulation 
to  his  voice-,  that,  and  the  delicacy  of 
mind  which  made  him  above  profiting  by 
the  error  of  mine — the  right  a  lover  in- 
ftantly  acquires  over  the  conduct  of  a 

wo- 
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woman  who  has  once  ventured  to  ac- 
knowledge her  partiality — alas,  the  ex- 
quifite  fear  fuch  ever  feel  at  appearing 
for  one  moment  to  diftriift  the  object  of 
their  choice,  all  united  to  authorize,  in 
my  own  judgment,  that  full  confeffioii 
the  occafion  won  from  me.  The  afto- 
nifhing  (lory  of  our  birth,  the  fecret  of 
the  Recefs,  its  difcovery  by  Lord  Leicef- 
ter,  your  fubfequent  marriage  with  hini, 
the  feint  by  which  the  Queen  was  influ- 
enced alike  to  remain  filent  on  every 
point  refpecling  us,  all  was  fully  revealed 
-—-the  veil  of  fidion  fell  at  once,  and  pre- 
fented  me  to  him  the  being  I  was  born. 
This  interefting  confidence  cemented  our 
mutual  palTion,  and  gave  fuch  charms  to 
the  moment,  as  memory  ever  returns  ta 
with  pleafure.  I  impofed  on  him  a  vow 
of  filence  and  fecrefy,  till  your  decifive 
refufal  of  Sir  Philip  Ihould  fix  his  mar- 
riage with  Mifs  Walfingham  i  and  more 
fortunate  circumftances  facilitate  our 
own  :  nor  could  the  interval,  I  faid,  ap- 
pear tedious  to  cither,  while  we  Vvcre  daily 
permitted  to  meet,  though  in  publick, 
N4  and 
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and  read  in  each  other's  eyes  a  pafTion 
untinflured  with  doubt,  and  which  every 
following  day  promifed  to  fanftify.  Ef- 
fex  found  too  many  fources  of  wonder 
and  pleafure  in  the  mutual  confidence,  to 
oppofe  her  he  from  that  moment  looked 
lip  to,  and  we  parted  fo  fatisfied  with  the 
interview,  that  either  would  have  bought 
it  with  life. 

Neverthelefs,  I  was  far  from  confider- 
ing  Mifs  Walfingham  as  the  fole  obftacle 
to  our  union.  The  politic  Lord  Leicei- 
ter,  ftrongly,  though  filently  oppofed 
it;  nor  indeed  without  reafon.  Confcious 
he  had  reigned  fo  many  years  without  a 
competitor  in  the  heart  of  Elizabeth,  he 
might  jufliy  dread  the  progrefs  of  a  rival, 
in  whom  all  his  advantages  were  united^ 
with  many  he  never  pofTelfed.  Not  fatis- 
fied with  the  reputation  of  beauty  and 
elegance,  Leicefter  ever  pafTionately  de- 
Hred  that  of  conduft  and  valor,  and  had 
given  the  kingdom  but  too  convincing 
proofs  hov>^  unequal  he  was  to  the  military 
rank  he  held.  Eflex  was  born  a  foldier. 
The  rough  and  generous  virtues  of  tha^ 

cha- 
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charafter,  were  joined  in  him  with  the 
poliflied  graces  of  a  courtier,  and  the  mod 
refined  tafte  for  literature.  A  man  cal- 
culated to  Ihine  in  whatever  light  you 
examined  him,  could  not  fail  to  alarm 
all  who  valued  and  held  the  favor  of  Eli- 
zabeth. Add  to  this,  that  Efiex  was  na- 
turally bold  and  afpiring  j  confequently 
would  retain  whatever  he  once  poflefied. 
Such  were  already  the  fears  of  all  the  fa- 
vourites of  the  Queen,  and  who  could 
bound  mine,  when  I  recolleded  the  du- 
bious fate  of  his  noble  father,  and  the 
lad  warning  he  had  given  to  this  darling 
fon  ? 

The  fudden  and  unexpeded  marriage 
of  Sir  Philip  Sydney  and  Mifs  Walfing- 
ham,  revived  thofe  hopes  in  the  mind  of 
EfTex,  I  had  fo  long  ftrove  to  throw  at  a 
diftance ;  and  with  them  too  revived  the 
vain  proje6t  of  confiding  his  views  to 
"  Lord  Leicefter,  with  whofe  approbation 
of  them  he  ftill  continued  to  (latter  him- 
felf.  Terrified  left  fuch  an  un£;nardi-d 
meafure  fhould  exafperate  Leicefter  to 
i^is  utter  ruin,  who  would  ill-brook  that 

this 
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this  embryo  rival  (hould  crofs  his  fate  in 
every  inftance,  and  dare  to  contend  with 
him  for  a  fhare  of  thofe  advantages  he  was 
determined  to  monopolize,  I  exerted  the 
utmoft  car-e  to  charm  my  lover  to  filence. 
Alas,  every  day  made  that  more  difficult. 
The  Queen  and  Leiceller,  fearful  of  my 
finding  among  the  many  who  ■profelfed 
themfelves  my  fervants,  one  whofe  views 
would  interfere  with  their  own,  imme- 
diately allotted  me  that  weak  wretch 
Lord  Arlington,  for  a  huiband  i  and  in 
countenancing  his  addreiTes,  threw  every 
other  lover  at  a  diftance  :  at  the  fame 
time  giving  me  but  too  much  reafon  to 
apprehend,  that  if  ever  I  was  permitted 
to  marry,  it  mufl:  be  as  a  facrifice  to 
both.  Not  daring  to  confult  you  on  a 
fubject  I  had  fo  long  concealed,  and  on 
which  we  mufl  ever  think  fo  differently, 
as  well  as  unwilling  to  blight  the  little 
gleam  of  funfhine  love  illumined  your 
days  with,  I  rcfigned  myfelf  up  to  a 
gloom  which  hardly  theprefenceofEfiex 
could  dilTipate. 

A  very 
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A  very  fhort  time  rendered  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Queen  and  Lord  Leicefter 
obvious  to  Eflex.  His  impafiioned  foul, 
fired  alike  with  love  of  me,  and  difdain 
of  him  I  was  commanded  to  love,  treated 
Lord  Arlington  with  fo  marked  a  con- 
tempt, that  nothing  but  the  irrefolution 
incident  to  weak  minds,  could  prevent 
his  rival  from  making  a  mortal  quarrel 
of  it.  PoffelTed  in  my  confidence  of  the 
means  to  render  Lord  Leicefter  more 
tradlable,  the  Earl  of  Efiex  folicited  my 
confent  to  infift  on  that  of  your  Lord,  as 
well  as  his  intereft  with  the  Queen,  if  he 
valued  the  prefervation  of  his  own  fe- 
cret. 

The  tender  love  which  attached  me  to 
you,  alone  could  induce  me  to  oppofe  a 
defign  of  which  my  happinefs  v^as  the  ul- 
timate objed.  But  convinced  that  an  ec- 
claircifTement  of  this  kind  would  embroil 
me  for  ever  with  Lord  Leicefter,  and  fill 
your  fufFering  miad  with  a  trouble  be- 
yond all  thofe  you  had  already  experienc- 
ed, I  confented  to  fee  Eflex  once  more  at 
Lady  Pembroke's  3  and  exerting  at  that 

interview 
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interview  every  power  I  poffefled  over  his 
perturbed  heart,  to  moderate  his  ragej 
and  foothe  his  ]ove,  till  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign in  the  Netherlands  fhould  be  over, 
I  promifed  a  fteady  refinance  to  every 
matrimonial  propofal  in  the  interval,  and 
to  decide  his  fate  on  his  return.  Know- 
ing it  vain  to  hope  to  aduate  him  by  any 
fclfifli  confideration  of  his  own  welfare, 
I  buried  in  my  heart  its  deepeft  fourcea 
of  apprehenfion,  and  bound  him  to  pa« 
tience  by  a  ftrong  reprefentation  of  the 
dangers  to  which  any  raflinefs  on  his  part 
would  infallibly  cxpofe  me.  Thofe  in- 
ilamed  paffions  no  other  being  could  ever 
control;  were  regulated  by  my  voice  ;  and 
when  necefiity  compelled  us  to  part,  I 
fcemed  to  leave  in  his  arms  the  dearer 
portion  of  my  exiftence. 

Occupied  by  feelings  and  views  diftinft 
from  each  other,  and  agreeing  only  in 
watching  the  wind,  and  fending  every 
wiih  towards  the  camp,  you  and  1  feldom 
entered  into  our  accuftomed  confidence 
and  friendfliip.  I  had,  however,  fome- 
jlEiies  the  relief  of  a  letter,  through  the 

medium 
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medium  of  Lady  Pembroke  ;  by  thofe  I 
learnt  your  Lord  ftill  maintained  an  out- 
ward fhew  of  civility  towards  EfTex,  while 
he  fecretly  made  him  fenfible  of  all  his 
power  J  yet  with  an  artfo  profound,  as  left 
him  no  apparent  right  to  complain.  He 
often  reminded  me  of  my  promife,  and 
vowed  to  preferve  an  undoubted  claim  to 
it,  by  ftill  enduring  for  my  fake.  Over- 
whelmed with  anxiety  and  perplexities,  I 
hardly  durft  look  towards  the  unravelling 
of  events  fo  complicated,  and  waited  in 
dreadful  fufpenfe  the  will  of  Heaven.  It 
broke  in  thunder  over  me — the  cruel  fitu- 
ation  in  which  you  foon  found  yourfelf. 
Lord  Leicefter's  abrupt  and  imprudent 
return  on  the  news  of  it — the  politick 
conftru6tion  he  gave  that  return  to  the 
fick  and  doting  Queen — her  fudden  refo- 
lution  to  marry  him,  and  the  immediate 
neceffity  for  getting  out  of  her  power, 
which  rendered  both  him  and  you  in  one 
hour  miferable  fugitives,  were  incidents 
fo  ftrange,  rapid,  and  unfufpefled,  that  I 
became  their  victim,  ere  I  could  any  way 

2Ccoyntfor  it. 

The 
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The  fatal  morning  of  Lord  Leice{ler*$ 
return,  you  left  him  to  attend  the  rifing 
of  the  Queen,  which  was  on  that  day 
your  periodical  duty.  I  waited  with  im- 
patience the  event  of  nny  Lord's  vifit  to 
Elizabeth,  in  which  my  own  fafcty,  as 
well  as  yours,  was  immediately  concerned. 
A  fervant  of  Lady  Pembroke's,  in  whom 
fhe  repofed  great  truft,  fuddenly  brought 
me  word  that  a  fright  had  thrown  her 
into  premature  labor,  and  the  danger  was 
fo  imminent,  that  even  while  we  fpoke 
fhe  might  breathe  her  laft  j  neverthelefs 
the  mefienger,  in  her  name,  urged  me 
to  haften  to  her,  if  I  valued  the  letters  I 
had  lodged  in  her  hands.  I  gave  way  to 
the  alarm  without  reflection,  and  accom- 
panied the  meflenger  inftantly  -,  nor  did  I 
meet  in  paffing  through  the  palace  any  of 
our  women,  or  friends,  to  whom  I  could 
mention  the  caufe  of  my  fudden  abfence- 
Happily  the  danger  of  my  much-loved 
friend  was  over  ere  I  arrived.  I  preft  her 
hand  in  filence,  and  took  from  it  the 
packet  relative  to  Eflex,  Ihe  had  kept 
ready  to  give  me  j   which  I  put  into  my 

bofom. 
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bofom,  and  was  haftcning  back,  when  a 
ftranger,  as  I  pafled  thro'  the  outer  court, 
prefented  me  a  note.  The  hand,  my 
fluttered  fenfes  owned  for  that  of  Effex.- 
But  why  fhould  he  return  to  England  ? 
A  confufed  fear  arofe  in  my  mind,  which 
hardly  Jeft  me  power  to  read  it.  It  was 
anonymous,  but  I  learnt  from  it,  "  that 
he  had  been  at  the  houfe  of  Lady  Pem- 
broke, where,  fhocked  atthediftrefs  into 
which  her  misfortune  had  juft  thrown  her 
Lord,  as  well  as  the  whole  family,  hefound 
it  vain  to  hope  their  affiftance  towards 
obtaining  an  interview  with  me,  which 
neverthelefs,  was  highly  efTential  to  the 
peace  and  fafety  of  both.  He  ended  with 
conjuring  me  to  follow  the  bearer,  if  I 
wifhed  to  fave  him  from  defperation." — 
Perhaps  on  the  decifion  of  this  important 
moment  depended  the  peace  of  my  whole 
futurt  life.  Too  furely  my  compliance  in- 
finitely lengthened  the  fatal  abfence  from 
Court  which  enthralled  me  for  many 
painful  years ;  and  dearly  did  I  expiate  that 
firft  deviation  from  propriety  and  pru- 
dence.   But  are  we  always  rulers  over  our 

feelings  ? 
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feelings  ?  mine  were  agitated  with  almod 
every  polfible  caufe,  and  coward  realbn 
too  often  retreats  from  the  dangerous 
conteft. 

I  ftept  into  a  hired  boat  the  melTenger 
fhewed  me,  which  was  rowed  down  the 
river  with  the  utmoft  rapidity.  During 
the  little  voyage,  I  revolved  in  my  mind 
every  probable  reafon  for  this  fudden  and 
alarming  return  of  the  Earlj  but  I  was 
at  Greenwich,  ere  I  yet  had  fixed  on  one. 
1  landed  at  a  folitary  garden  belonging  to 
Lord  Southampton,  and  was  conduded 
to  a  pavillion  which  overhung  the  water, 
where  I  found  Efiex  alone :  pale,  difor- 
dered,  and  undreft,  with  every  fymptom 
of  anxiety  and  fatigue.  Overwhelmed 
with  I  know  not  what  agitation,  I  funk 
upon  his  fhoulder,  as  he  knelt  before  me, 
and  gave  way  to  an  uncertain  prefentiment 
of  fadnefs,  a  few  hours  after  fo  fully  veri- 
fied. Not  even  the  charm  of  his  voice 
could  immediately  foothe  fpirits  fo  many 
concurring  circumftances  had  deeply  agi- 
tated :  neverthelefs,  on  comprehending 
that  furmife,    and  not   misfortune,  had 

brought 
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brought  him  thus  fuddenly  to  England,  I 
felt  my  oppreflfed  heart  breathe  a  little 
more  freely.  I  by-and-by  underftood  chat 
the  fole  motive  of  this  journey  wasthefud- 
den  one  of  LordLeicefter  j  that  by  means 
of  friends  who  furrounded  your  Lord,  he 
had  always  endeavoured  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  on  his  adlons  j  and  underftood 
that  a  packet  of  letters,   brought  by  a 
trufty  hand  from  England,  had  agitated 
him  fo  ftrongly,  as  to  make  him  refolve  on 
leaving  his  command,  to  pofl:  home  im- 
mediately.     The  communication  of  this 
myfterious  refolution  determined  him  to 
follow  the  fteps  of  his  General,  which  he 
•was  enabled  to  do,  as  he  fortunately  a£led 
only  as  a   Volunteer.     The   impatience 
LordLeicefter  difcovered  during  his  hafty 
journey,  authorifed  the  fears  of  the  rival 
who  followed  his  fteps ;    and  perfuaded 
him  cither  that  the  fecret  of  my  birth 
had  tranfpired,    or  that   fome   manoeu- 
vre   was    projeded   to    difpofe  of    me 
as  policy  dictated.     Rendered  defperate 
by  thefe  fears,  he  had  left  every  thing  in 
train  for  an  immediate  return,,  if  fortu- 
VoL.  II,  O  nately 
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fiately  I  was  flill  at  liberty;  or  if  he  could 
be  the  happy  means  of  delivering  me,  in 
cafe  the  whole  truth  had  been  difcovered  j 
nor  could  he  longer  doubt  but  I  would 
at  lad  confent  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  a 
man,  who  had  never  for  a  moment  put 
all  the  hopes  he  might  perhaps  juftly 
form,  in  competition  with  the  fingle  one 
of  pofTefTing  me.     The  generous  error  of 
the  Earl's  conduft  could  not  offend  me, 
but  perfuaded  my  own  fituation  was  not  fo 
defpcrate  as  he  reprefented  it,  I  account- 
ed to  him  for  Lord  Leicefler's  precipitate 
journey,  by   acknowledging   the   truth ; 
and  urged  him  to  leave  England  dire(5lly  ; 
that   his   having  vifited  it  might  never 
tranfpire.      But  I  talked  to  one  who  no 
longer  attended  to  m.e.      His  eyes  wan- 
dered wildly  over  my  features,  while  his 
whole  foul  was  engroffed  by  his  favorite 
proied.      PoflfelTed  and  diftraded  with 
the  idea,  that  Lord  Leicefter  would  in- 
fallibly ruin  his  hopes,  by  difpofing  of 
me  if  ever  I  was  again  in  his  power,  not 
all  my  vows  of  everlafting  love  and  fide- 
lity to  him,  nor  proniifes  of  the  moft  ob- 

Itinase 
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Ilinate  refiftance  to  every  other  propofal, 
could  avail.  "  You  are  gone,  you  are 
torn  from  me  for  ever,  if  once  thefe  eyes 
lofe  fight  of  you,"  was  his  impafTioned 
reply,  a  thoufand  times  repeated  to  all 
iny  arguments  and  intreaties. — "  It  is  the 
crifis  of  our  fate,  my  love,  v^^ould  he  cry, 
— yield,  oh  yield  to  it!  Admitting  yon 
are  proof  againft  trials  you  cannot  guefs 
at  till  too  late,  how  know  you  but  I  may 
be  facrificed?  Sir  Francis  Walfmgham 
already  repents  confenting  to  annul  the 
contra(5t  between  me  and  his  daughter  5 
ilie  is  already  widowed ;  a  hint  would  en- 
gage Lord  Leicefter  to  favor  its  renewal 
(for  do  not  his  views  coincide  with  that 
proje<5t?)  a  word  from  him  would  deter- 
mine the  Queen  in  its  favor;  and  a  com- 
mand from  her,  difobeyed,  would  exile 
me  for  life.  Thus,  my  fweet  Ellen,  con- 
tinued this  agitated  lover,  you  not  only 
put  your  own  fate  in  the  hands  of  a  man, 
who  will  never  confent  to  unite  it  with 
mine,  but  even  fhould  you  have  refolu- 
tion  to  refift:  his  will,  you  deliver  up  to  it 
a  Vv'reich  you  fay  you  dearly  love,  and  who 
O  2  certainly 
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certainly  loves  you  to  madnefs,"  Bathing 
the  hands  he  grafped,  with  precious  drops 
of  tendernefs  and  anguifh,  he  held  them 
alternately  to  his  lips  and  heart.— "What 
was  my  diftraflion  at  that  moment? 
Inexorably  to  refufe  was  the  hard  duty 
impofed  by  my  reafon,  while  my  foul 
even  melted  with  fondnefs.  But  the 
fear  that  I  fhould  entail  misfortune  on  the 
dear  choice  of  my  hearts  obfcure  at  once 
the  brilliant  fortune  which  feemed  to 
fprcad  before  his  youthful  fteps,  and  track 
them  perhaps  with  blood;  ajuft  remem- 
brance of  the  fevere  cenfure  I  had  pafled 
on  your  conduct,  under  circumftances  not 
lefs  trying,  and  a  conviftion  that  fuch  a 
compliance  would  infallibly  endanger 
your  fafety,  made  me  refolve  to  aft  up  to 
my  fenfe  of  redlitude,  at  whatever  price. 
1  collc(5led  thefe  reafons,  and  many  more, 
which  have  now  efcaped  my  mind,  to  pre- 
pare EfTex  for  a  difappointment,  I  was  fure 
he  would  feel  but  too  fenfiblyj  and  ftrove 
to  reconcile  him  to  the  refufal,  by  con- 
vincing him  that  his  own  welfare  was  the 
chief  caiife  of  it.     Perhaps,  in  truth,  it 

was  s 
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was;  for  hardly  can  the  fun  tinge  the  dew- 
drops  with  more  various  hues,  than  the 
foul  will  caft  upon  its  feelings.    I  a  thou- 
fand  tinnes  afllired  him,  "  that  to  be  the 
fole  objefl  of  his  heart,  did  not  give  me 
more  pleafure,  than  to  fee  him  the  admi- 
ration of  the  kingdom.     The  happy  pro- 
mife  of  his  youth,  I  added,  had  centred 
every  eye,  and  every  hope  in  him.  What 
then  woyld  be  my  grief  and  difappoint- 
ment,  if  the  coming  years  which  ought 
to  crown  him  with  glory,  were  to  bury 
him  in  obfcurity,  or  deep  him  in  forrow 
— that    nature   had  formed    me  with  a 
ftrength  of  mind  to  view  every  fituation 
in  its  true  light ;  nor  could  I  comprife  all 
human  pafiions  in  love,  though  I  thought 
it,  perhaps,  the  leading  one.     Fill  up  the 
interval  of  ourfeparation,  my  Lord,  cried 
I,  with  a  long  fuccelTion  of  fuch  heroic 
actions,  as  may  give  to  our  union,  when- 
ever Heaven  permits  it,  the  only  happi- 
nefs  not  comprifed  in  icfelf — the  facred 
fenfe  of  having  deferved  it.     The  milder 
virtues  of  my  fex  fhall  not    be    want- 
ing ;  time,  patience,  and  fortitude,  often 
O  3  concjuer 
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conquer  fate  herfelf;  nor  will  I  ever 
yield  to  Lord  Leicefter  an  obedience  I 
do  not  owe  him,  though  for  my  fifter's 
fake  I  fhatl- condefcend  to  temporize,  in 
inftances  of  lefs  importance.  Plighted 
to  you  by  every  tie,  the  rites  of  the 
church  could  only  ratify  a  claim,  which 
■will  from  this  moment  make  my  accep- 
tance of  another,  an  adultery  of  the  worft 
kind.  Haften  back  then,  my  dear  EfTex; 
conceal,  if  pofTible,  that  you  have  been 
abfent,  and  beware  how  you  expofe  to 
the  eyes  of  Lord  Leicefter  a  fufpicion  of 
his  honor,  he  would  never,  perhaps,  par- 
don." I  broke  from  his  arms,  ftrength- 
cned,  furely  by  feme  fupernatural  aid. 
- — "  Yet  ftay,  my  beloved,  my  worlhip- 
ped  Ellinor — Oh  yet  be  perfuaded — you 
leave  me  for  ever — thefe  aching  eyes  fee 
you  for  the  laft  time — never,  oh  never, 
ihall  I  now  call  you  mine." — Such  were 
the  paffionate  exclamations  which  vibrat-^ 
ed  on  my  quickened  fenfc,  as  I  flew  towards 
the  boat,  and  ordered  the  men  to  row 
to  London.  My  full  eyes  ftill  fought  that 
graceful  form,  which  with  folded  arms^ 

and 
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snd  a  dejeded  air,  hung  over  the  terrace  3 
and  my  heart  difibl.ved  at  the  4ccent$ 
which  ftill  lingered  on  my  ear.  Alas,  I 
knew  not  then  how  far  they  were  prophe- 
tic ! 

Such  was  my  conflifl,  fuch  my  deter- 
mination, during  the  buiy  hours  fraught 
with  your  fate,  and  mine,  my  fifter.  The 
mind,  however,  foon  recovers  all  its 
vigor,  when  it  has  dared  to  a^  up  to 
its  duties,  and  I  had  wiped  away  my  ten- 
der chagrin  ere  I  reached  the  Court.  Ah, 
let  me  l"horten  this  part  of  my  recital, 
left  I  raflily  paufe  to  queftion  Heaven^ 
why  the  moft  meritorious  aftion  of  my  life 
became  the  caufe  of  my  ruin  ?  J  reached 
London,  Matilda,  two  hours  after  you  and 
L-ord  Leicefter  quitted  it ;  and  fearful  of 
the  appearance  my  long  abfence  might 
have  even  in  your  eyes,  did  you  know- 
how  the  time  had  been  fpent,  I  refolved 
to  tell  you  that  I  had  pafled  the  day  at 
Lady  Pembroke's  bedfide  ;  and  to  avoid 
the  enquiry  of  indifferent  perfons,  ftole  at 
the  clofeof  the  evening  through  the  back 
court?;  ;hus  fatally  eluding  th^  watchfuj 
O  4,  c^re 
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care  of  Lady  Arundell,  who  had  planted 
afliduous  friends  in  every  other  avenue 
to  the  palace,  ready  to  intercept  me 
when  returning,  after  fhe  had  caufed 
London  to  be  explored  in  vain  to  find 
me. 

Ah,  gracious  Heaven,  what  were  my 
emotions  when  entering  our  apartment, 
I  faw  the  Queen's  women  and  officers  in 
pofleflion  of  it !  The  diforder  of  our  cabi- 
nets and  chefts — every  thing  indicated  a 
dangerous  difcovery — a  terror,  for  which 
there  is  no  name,  came  over  me.  A  joy- 
ful exclamation  on  the  part  of  thofe  into 
whofe  hands  I  had  fallen,  and  a  difpatch 
to  the  Queen,  gave  me  reafon  to  fear  alike 
for  my  Matilda.  To  the  enquiries  I 
made,  no  other  anfwer  was  given,  than 
that  they  were  employed  to  guard,  and 
not  infornri  me ;  and  an  officer  of  the 
Queen's  immediately  appeared  to  conduct 
me  to  her  prefence.  Unable  to  com- 
mand a  fingle  moment  of  folitude  and 
filence  to  regulate  my  thoughts  or  ac- 
tions, the  pad,  the  prefent,  and  the  fu- 
ture, prefented  only  one  wild  chaos   to 

my 
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my  mind,  which  hardly  the  breath  of 
Heaven  fcemed  able  to  bring  into  order. 
Pakj  horror-ftruck,  and  fpeechlefs,  I  was 
dragged  like  a  crinninal  into  the  clofet  of 
the  Queen  j  whofe  burning  cheeks  and 
enraged  eyes,  told  me  in  one  killing  look 
all  I  had  to  dread.  My  conduflors  were 
ordered  to  retire,  and  Lord  Burleigh, 
with  the  old  Lady  Latimer,  were  the 
only  fpefbators  of  this  dreadful  inter- 
view. Scarce  could  my  trembling  limbs 
fupport  me,  or  my  funk  foul  utter  a  An- 
gle word.  Death — death  in  the  mod 
terrible  form  glared  upon  me^ — What  do 
I  fay,  death  ?  Oh,  that  I  had  feared  no 
other  evil  !— Grief,  infult,  obloquy,  all 
that  can  add  horrors  to  the  grave,  pro- 
mifed  to  forerun  it.  The  packet  of 
letters,  the  teftimonials  of  my  birth, 
whatever  was  wanting  to  confirm  the 
doubts  of  Elizabeth,  or  redouble  her 
rage,  were  all  to  be  found  about  me. — 
Matilda,  ElTe^ — thofe  forms  fo  dear, 
gliftered  before  my  tearful  eyes  j  and  I 
feemed  in  this  perilous  moment  to  drag 

down 
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down  to  the  earth  every  human  being  f/L 
loved  and  valued. 

Elizabeth  gave  way  to  that  coarfe  viru- 
lence which  marks  her  manners.  Is  there 
a  vindiclive  pr  opprobrious  epithet  fhe  did 
not  exhauft  ?  Lord  Burleigh,  apprehend- 
ing that  this  ungoverned  pafiion,  would 
mihGr give  than  gam  information,  folicited 
her  permifTion  to  examine  me,  which  fhe 
fullenly  granted.  To  all  his  artful  and  in- 
fidious  enquiries  I  replied  with  truth, 
veiling  only  fuch  particulars  of  your  life 
and  my  own,  as  malice  might  conftrue  in- 
to a  crime  i  always  referring  myfelf  to 
Lord  Leicefter,  in  whofebofom  the  fecret 
of  our  fate  was,  as  the  Queen  well  knew, 
depofitcd.  -^^Ah,  ha !  then,  traitrefs,  cried 
Elizabeth,  no  longer  able  to  contain  her 
rage,  her  very  eyes  flafhing  fire,  fo  thou 
wouldefl  artfully  feign  ignorance  of  thy 
(detelled  fifter's  marriage  with  that  vil- 
lain thou  glolTefi:  over  fo  rarely  j  that  in- 
formation, I  thank  him,  he  has  thought 
proper  to  give  me  under  his  own  hand, 
'(pointing  to  a  paper  lying  on  the  table 
near  her)  take  that  truth  from  me,  and 

pov/ 
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now  unfold  the  reft,  or  tortures  lliall, 
wring  it  from  thee." 

She   continued    to    fpeak,  but  I  had 

ceafed  to  hear breathlefs,  mute,    af- 

tounded,  my  feet  fcemed  to  take  root  on 
the  fpot  where  I  ftood,  and  my  tears  alone 
proved  that  I  was  not  marble.—  Lord  Lei- 
cefter's  marriage  ackncvvledo-ed — authen- 
ticated  at  fuch  a  junfturc — and  by  himfelf 
too — Heavens,  what  a  chaos  did  this  news 
make  in  my  mind  ! "  Speak,  Jeze- 
bel! (exclaimed  the  exafperated  Queen, 
in  a  tone  almon:  as  inarticulate  through 
pafTion  as  mine  was  through  fear)  thou 
art  ftill  in  my  power — though  the  perfi- 
.dious  villain  I  had  raifed  from  the  duft, 
and  loaded  with  benefits,  though  he,  I  Oiy, 
and  his  minion,  have  efcaped  my  ven- 
geance, thou  art  yet  within  my  reach 
—■tremble  left  thou  fhouldft  anfwer^ 
fliouldft  fuffer  forall." 

Alas  her  utmoft  rage  could  hardly 
have  added  a  pang  to  thofe  which  at  thas 
moment  overwhelmed  me.  Another  kil- 
ling truth  had  unwarily  efcaped  her — ? 
i^ord  Leicefter  himfelf  then  thought  there 
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was  no  fafety  but  in  flight — he  was  gone, 
and  my  filler,  it  was  plain,  had  accom- 
panied him — both  had  furrendered  me 
up  a  hopelefs,  helplefs  viflim,  however 
unoffending — even  tears,  as  well  as  lan- 
guage, now  failed  me,  and  my  brain  Ihot 
through  with  fire.  Oh,  Effex,  in  this  mo. 
ment  I  yet  remembered  thee.  Thy  laft 
words  yet  rung  in  my  ears,  and  my  foul 
ftruggled  with  the  deep  regret  I  felt  for 
having  fcorned  thy  projeft,  through  a 
vain,  vain  generofity.  Elizabeth  finding 
threats  and  interrogations  alike  lofl:  on  a 
girl  whofe  abfent  fenfes  feemed  to  have 
wholly  retired  into  her  heart,  now  gave 
way  to  one  of  her  violent  tranfports  j  flie 
threw  a  large  book  of  devotion  which 
lay  by  her  on  the  table,  with  fo  good  an 
aim,  that  it  firuck  me  on  the  temple,  and 
I  funk  fenfelcfs  to  the  earth.  The  atten- 
dants were  all  called  in,  and  my  laces 
cut,  as  if  1  had  fainted,  the  Queen  not 
chufing  to  avow  a  refentment  fo  grofsjy 
.  exprefled.  A  ribbon  from  \\ hence  hung 
the  dearer  part  of  my  exiftence,  thofe 
teftimonials   of  my  birth,    which  were 

one 
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one  day  to  fix  my  rank  in  life,  attradled 
the  eye  of  Elizabeth.  The  ready  atten- 
dants difengaged  and  prefented  them  to 
her  hand,  together  with  the  packet  con- 
taining my  correfpondence  with  Efiex. 
I  was  infenfibly  reviving  when  fhe  pe- 
rufed  the  firfl:,  but  furely  that  moment 
half  avenged  me. — Never  did  mind  or 
body  undergo  a  greater  revolution — rage 
evaporated  at  once — furprize,  grief,  con- 
fufion,  filence  fucceeded  }  with  a  face  pale 
as  my  own,  trembling  hands,  and  failing 
eyes,  over  and  over  again  did  fhe  exa- 
mine the  inconteftable  proofs  of  fo  fur- 
prizing  an  event:  then  wildly  glancing 
over  my  features,  fhe  tore  the  papers  into 
atoms,  fhe  never  thought  fmall  enough. 

During  this  interval  I  had  fo  far  reco- 
vered myfelf  as  to  be  capable  of  fpeak- 
ing;  but  fcarce  had  I  uttered  a  found, 
ere  (he  darted  in  her  turn,  afraid  to 
hear,  "  take  her  away  on  your  lives,  cried 
fhe,  in  a  broken  and  inward  voice  -,  con- 
vey her  into  my  little  clofet,  nor  let  one 
foul  fee  or  fpeak  to  her,  as  you  value  my 
favor."    The  fervile  flaves  of  her  will 

ex- 
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executed  this  orckr  with  the  utmofl  ala- 
crity j  and  the  room  was  guarded  by  two 
officers,  who  took  from  me  every  mean*'  I 
of  efcape  or  dcraih.  Alas !  I  thought  not 
of  either.  Yielding  to  the  defolating 
flood  which  had  in  one  hour  encompafied 
me,  I  braved  the  future. — Betrayed,  de- 
livered up  by  Lord  Leicefler, — negledted,  |1| 
forgotten  by  my  fifter — the  pair  for  v»?hom 
alone  I  fcemed  hitherto  to  have  livedo 
had  fate  another  blow  in  ftore  ?  Yet  even 
if  fo,  it  mud  fport  v/ith  human  mifery  to 
level  it  at  me,  when  thofe  already  given 
were  mortal.  A  Hern  and  fuUen  defpair 
fucceedcd  the  keen  viciffitude  of  emoti- 
ons which  had  marked  the  laft  hour  of 
my  life ;  I  confidered  myfelf  as  the  de- 
voted of  Heaven  and  man,  andrefolved 
zo  oppofe  a  heart  rendered  callous  by  in- 
jury, to  every  future  iboke  of  fortune. 

Elizabeth  forgot  not  her  ufual  policy 
even  vvhiie overwhelmed withfurprize;  the 
room  in  which  (he  had  ordered  me  to  be 
confined,  had  another  door,  which  led  to 
private  palTages  through  the  palace,  arfd 
froiTi  tliis  eritramce  a  guard  approached 
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at  midnight,  and  informed  me  it  was  the 
pleafure  of  the  Queen  that  I  fliould  fol- 
low them.  I  obeyed  in  filence,  and  get- 
ting into  a  litter  I  found  at  the  gardea 
gate,  enquired  not  even  my  deftination, 
I  travelled  almoft  without  refting  for  two 
days  and  a  night;  care  having  been  taken 
to  provide  relays,  which  were  every  where 
ready.  During  the  firfl;  day's  journey,  a 
guard  attended,  but  all  profpecV  of  my 
being  releafed  by  human  afiiftance  then 
ceafing,  I  found  myfclf  delivered  into  the 
charge  of  Lord  Burleigh  and  his  fervantSo 
My  deep  perturbations  began  now  to  fub- 
lide,  and  my  foul  inclined  to  its  wonted 
habits :  though  to  have  been  betrayed 
by  Lord  Leicefter  and  my  fifi:er,  was  a 
recolledlron  my  wounded  feelings  had  not 
yet  courage  enough  to  cope  with.  AlaSj 
how  fhould  they  ?  When  the  pafTions  are 
permitted  to  decide  our  condudl,  how- 
ever heroic  it  proves,  we  claim  not  thofe 
returns  reafon  tells  us  are  due  to  every 
inftance  of  virtue,  which  had  no  other  in- 
centive than  reafon.  Ah,  Effex  !  dear 
prophetic  E9ex!  fighed.my  heart  at  fomc 

mo- 
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momcxits,  why,  why,  did  I  inexorably 
reje(5t  thy  generous  propofal  ?  that  un- 
grateful fifter  to  whofe  fafety  I  facrificed 
the  fweeteft  hopes  of  my  life,  manacles 
thy  devoted  love  ;  and  flies  far  away  to 
take  fhelter  in  that  country  I  dared  not 
feck  even  under  thy  proteftion. 

At  the  turn  of  the  night,  a  dreadful 
florm  of  thunder,  lightning,  wind,  and 
rain,  broke  over  us ;  and  the  terrors  na- 
tural to  my  fex  on  fuch  occafions,  were 
doubled  on  that  finding  the  whole  party 
were  kt  on  by  banditti.  A  moment  before, 
and  1  Ihould  haveaffirmedl  had  nothingto 
dread,  yet  fo  lively  was  my  new  fear,  that 
even  the  vengeance  of  Elizabeth  became 
,a  trifle  in  the  comparifon.  The  fervants 
'of  Lord  Burleigh  made  a  defperate  but 
vain  refinance  j  and  the  whole  v/ere  at 
length  led  away  by  the  ruffians  into  a 
wood  adjoining:  where  all,  no  doubt, 
like  me,  expected  to  be  murdered.  The 
(lorm  now  began  to  abate,  and  the  moon 
fometimes  forced  its  way  through  the 
volumes  of  black  clouds  which  yet  hung 
over  it.    My  quickened  fenfei  caught 

its 
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its  trarifient  gleams  to  examine  if  any  ha- 
bitation, or  other  hope  of  refeuc  was  in 
view.  In  vain  I  drained  my  fight.  The 
wood  involved  us  entirely,  and  every  fee- 
ble hope  died  away,  when  my  eyes  fud- 
denly  refted  on — ah,  gracious  Heaven  ! — 
our  own  Reccfs.-— Yes,thewcll*known  en- 
trance of  the  tomb  prefented  itfelf,  and  a 
thoufand  vague  ideas  of  fafety  and  dan- 
ger mingling  in  my  mind,  as  the  robbers 
approached  the  litter  to  take  me  out,  I 
fcreamed  and  fwooned  away. 

Alas,  my  filler,  call  to  mind  your  own 
feelings,  and  guefs  at  mine  when  I  once 
more  opened  my  eyes  in  the  great  room 
of  our  Recefs — that  room  once  hallowed 
with  the  prayers  of  father  Anthony,  and 
theprefence  of  Mrs.  Marlow — that  room 
where  once  the  portraits  of  our  parents 
fmiled  peace  and  fecurity  on  their  now 
defolate  offspring — how  hideous  was  the 
change ! — its  bare  walls,  now  grimed  with 
a  thoufand  uncouth  and  frightful  images, 
prefented  only  a  faint  pi^Slure  of  the  pre- 
fent  poCfefiTors,  on  whofe  hardened  faces 
I  dared  not  fix  my  fearful  eyes. 

Vol.  II,  P        '  Con- 
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Confideringmebut  as  accidental  plun- 
iter,  they  were  wholly  engroffed  by  the 
old  Lord  Burleigh ;  in  whom  Ibme  im- 
portant viewfeemed  to  centre.  I  fhrunk 
from  the  terrible  fcene,and  calleduponthe 
awful  Ihades  of  thofe  moft  dear  to  me, 
to  appal,  in  turn,  the  defperate  wretches 
who  made  the  time-flruck  walls  refound 
■with  threats  and  execrations.  My  fhock- 
ed  eyes  fought  the  ground  as  a  relief, 
and  fixed  upon  a  well-known  objed— 
It  was  the  ring  of  Mrs.  Marlow's,  with 
whith  father  Anthony  wedded  you  to 
Lord  Leicefter,  and  well  I  remembered 
that  ring  was  on  your  hand  when  laft  we 
parted.  I  ftooped  impatiently  for  it— 
my  fenfes  more  fully  recognized  its  {ct- 
ting. — The  dreadful  truth  flafhed  upon 
my  mind.  "  Alas !  my  filler  and  Lord 
Leicefter  are  alike  enfnared,  groaned  I 
forth,  without  any  confideration — well  I 
know  they  muft  be  here — Oh,  in  what 
dungeon  have  you  hid  them?"  *'  Your 
fifter,  fair  lady^  returned  one  of  the  viU 
lains,  with  an  odious  grin ;  comrades, 
our  Captain  will  thank  us  for  this  prize, 

this 
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this  mufl:  be  (lie  he  talked  fo  much  about 
when  the  other  travellers    threw   them- 
felvcs    into  our  hands. — Make  yourfeif 
eafy,  miftrefs,  your  fifter  is  locked  up  as 
fafe  as  cords  can  keep  her." 

All  the  anguifli  I  had  before  felt  be- 
came nothing  at  this  moment.  *'  My 
fifter  in  this  dungeon?  cried  I;  oh,  born 
to  fuffer  with  me,  dear  Matilda !  how  will 
that  foft  frame,  always  unequal  to  the 
trials  of  life,  and  now  entirely  debilitated, 
fupport  thefe  horrors  !  Alas,  Sirs,  if  there 
is  yet  in  your  hearts  one  touch  of  human 
pity,  condud  me  to  this  tender  futFercr, 
and  let  her  die  in  my  arms."  "  All  in 
good  time,  young  v/oman,"  replied  ano- 
ther, with  an  air  fo  furly,  as  awed  even 
my  convulfed  foul  to  filence. 

Lord  Burleigh  flill  was  their  great  ob- 
jeil ;  threats,  and  oaths  were  exhaufted 
on  him  :  when,  to  confummate  the  terrors 
of  that  moment,  the  name  of  Williams 
reached  me.  That  name  expounding 
both  the  pafl:  and  future,  wrought  my 
fears  up  to  frenzy.  I  call:  my  wild  eyes 
around  in  fearch  of  any  means  to  die, 
P  2  and 
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and  could  in  that  terrible  moment,  like 
Portia,  have  fvvallowed  fire;  when  a  tu- 
mult without  the  room,  at  once  fufpended 
that  within  it.     The  found  of  piftols,  the 
precipitate  entrance  of  fuch  of  the  rob- 
bers as  were  not  already  round  us,  fol- 
lowed by  many   unknown  perfons,  in- 
flantly  convinced  me  that  Heaven  had  de- 
livered us  from  our  opprefTors,  by  fome   j 
means  lefs  fhocking  to  humanity,  than    I 
thofe  defpair  had  filled-  my  thoughts  with.    ' 
A  dreadful  conteft  enfued,  but  our  deli- 
verers prevailing,  immediately  began  to    \ 
unbind  Lord  Burleigh  •,  who,  almoft  mute   , 
with  exceflive  furprize^  found  in  then?,  a   . 
train  of  his  own  domeftics  from  the  ad- 
joining Abbey  of  St.   Vincent,    which    , 
I  underftood  was  now  one  of  his  feats. 
Nor  was  their  amazement  lefs  at  meeting 
with  their  Lord  in  this  newly-difcovered 
den.    I  comprehended  the  whole  in  a  mo- 
ment ;  and  plainly  perceived  the  fervants 
of  Lord  Burleigh  mufl:  have  come  through 
the  fubterraneous  paflage,  that  commu- 
cated  with  the  Abbey  ;  I  recolle<5ted  that 
it  was  unknown  to  Wiljiams,  and  flattered 

myfclf 
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STjyfelf  that  you  and  Lord  Leieefter  had 
efcaped  through  it.  Overwhelmed  with  the 
bleffed  events  comprized  in  this  deliver- 
ance, I  forgot  I  had  any  thing  ftill  to  fear  j 
and  not  confidering  Lord  Burleigh  as  my 
keeper,  I  faw  in  him  only  a  fellow- fufferer. 
1  rofe  with  alacrity,  and  led  the  way  to  the 
dungeon  which  communicated  with  the 
/Vbbeyj  thofe  who  newly  came  from  thence 
following  me  in  filent  aftonifliment.  I 
perceived  the  cords  with  which  you  and 
my  Lord  had  been  bound,  and  demanded 
you  of  the  fervants  with  a  joyful  impati- 
ence. Lord  Burleigh  learnt  from  my  in- 
coherent tranfports,  a  circumilance  I  had 
rcfufed  before  to  inform  him  of:  that 
t  chance  had  imprifonedus  in  the  very  fpot 
I  where  you  and  1  were  bred.  Wholly  taken 
;  vp  with  my  own  exclamations,  and  re-» 
igardlefs  of  the  filence  of  my  followers,  I 
hailed  the  entrance  of  the  Abbey,  fo  long 
GCir  happy  afylum.  Ah,  Heavens,  how 
Cfuelly  were  thefe  lively  emotions  repelled 
and  extinguifhed,  when  by  the  command 
<of  Lord  Burleigh,  his  fervants  once  mora 
frized  mc  as  a  prifoner,  and  attempted  to 

f3  l^^i 
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lead  me  towards  a  remote  apartment.—*  ■ 
With  a  heart  humbled  and  broken  by  ib 
many  fucceflive  frights  and  afflictions,  I 
funk  at  his  feet,  not  difdaining  the  mod 
fubmifllve  attitude,  and  only  folicited  to 
fee  you.  I  reminded  him  of  the  dangers 
he  and  I  had  fhared  together,  and  con^ 
jured  him  to  remember  you  alone  could 
have  opened  the  palfage  which  led  us  all 
to  freedom, — unlefs  he  bafely  refolved  to 
become  to  me  a  murderer,  as  dreadful  as 
thofe  from  whom  we  had  juft  efcaped.— • 
Inexorably  cold  he  replied,  "  that  my  un- 
guarded acknowledgments  only  gave  him 
Wronger  reafon  to  imagine  much  was  yet 
concealed!  and  that  whenever  I  would 
refolve  to  be  wholly  fincere,  I  fhould  not 
want  his  intereft  with  his  royal  miftrefs.'* 
Breaking  from  thofe  trembling  hands, 
which  every  moment  more  enfeebled,  he 
ordered  his  fervants  to  bear  me  into  the 
grated  room  at  the  end  of  the  caftera 
cloifter.  You  cannot  but  remember  the 
difmal  place.  Half  funk  in  ruin,  over- 
hung with  ivy,  and  trees  of  growth  al- 
moft  immemorial,  it  appeared  the  very 
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cell  of  melancholy.  Alas,  her  pale  repre- 
fencative  took  pQlTeflion  of  it  in  myfclf. 
The  mafly  bars  no  fooner  gave  afiuranc^ 
that  I  was  imprifoned,  than  my  conduifl- 
ors  impatiently  flew  to  rejoin  the  reft,  and 
learn  the  news  of  the  fam.ily.  To  me  that 
fmall  relief  was  barbaroully  denied.  So 
near  thecaufe  and  partaker  of  my  forrows, 
they  were  deftined  to  flow  in  folicude; 
nor  could  imagination  decide  whether 
you  were  yet  enthralled,  or  had  again 
efcaped.  How  terrible  are  the  vague 
fufpicions  of  an  impalnoned  mind,  when 
deprived  of  every  means  of  certitiKle! 
The  pale  gleams  of  the  moon  fecmed 
<?very  moment  to  people  the  dungeon  they 
glanced  through — my  pulfe  beat  with 
redoubled  ftrength  and  quicknefs — th,e 
whole  cloifter  refounded  the  long  night 
with  diftant  feet,  but  they  came  not  to 
me— fearfully  i  often  darted  when  finking 
into  a  lethargy,  rather  than  flumber,  by 
the  echo  of  fome  remote  voice,  which  fan- 
cy continually  told  me  I  knew,  but  it  al- 
ways died  away  ere  memory  could  afTign 
it  an  owner-,  and  though  my  fertile  brain 
F  4  exhaufted 
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exhaufted  pofTibility,  the  dawning  day  re- 
alized no  other  objects,  than  thofe  dreary 
ones  my  chamber  prefented.  The  bats 
and  Owls  began  to  retire  to  their  haunts 
in  my  neighbourhood,  and  the  fliort  vifit 
of  the  rifing  fun,  only  lliewed  me  the  nar- 
row limits  of  a  dark  and  difmal  room.— - 
By  this  time  both  mind  and  body  werp 
alike  exhaufted,  and  a  mift  appeared  to 
envelop  my  fenfes,  which  ftill  recall  a 
thoufand  fleeting  forms,  by  turns  fur- 
rounding  me^  till  fatigue  threw  me  into 
a  deep  fleep. 

It  was  at  length  interrupted  by  a  maid 
who  brought  me  breakfaft,  and  a  meflage 
from  her  Lord,  *'  That  if  I  would  inform 
him  what  was  wanting  to  my  comfort 
and  accommodation,  his  orders  fhould 
immediately  fupply  it.*'  I  cad  my  eyes 
exprelTively  around,  and  bid  her  tell  him 
in  one  word,  "  every  thing."  The  wor 
man  feemed  affeded  j  I  fnatched  the  for- 
tunate moment,  and  putting  my  purfc 
into  her  hand,  afked  in  return  only  to 
know  the  fate  of  Lord  Leicefter  and  my 
fifter.     I  learnt,  to  my  inexprefTible  re- 

lief. 
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iief,  both  had,  byfome  incomprehenfiblc 
means  again  efcaped,  and  that  Lord  Bur- 
leigh's generous  daughter  was  confined 
as  their  abettor.  A  hafty  fummons  to  the 
maid  left  me  once  more  alone  ;  but  the 
news  flie  had  communicated,  and  the  idea 
that  the  amiable  Rofe  might  hereafter  be 
alike  ready  to  relieve  my  diftrelTes,  gave  a 
new  turn  to  my  fpirits,  which  now  ga- 
thered courage  to  retrace  the  pad,  and 
look  into  the  future. 

Although  unable  to  comprehend  what 
the  urgent  motives  could  be  which  impel- 
;   led  Lord  Leicefter  and  my  filler  to  fo  pre- 
-.-cipitate  a  flight,  every  thing  implied  that 
they  were  defperate  :  for  that  it  was  fud- 
denand  without  preparation,  their  intcn- 
-    tion  of  taking  fhelter  in  the  Recefsftrono;- 
£   ly  indicated  J  and  whenever  I  recolled:ed 
^j-,the  dangerous   fituation  of    Matilda,  I 
fhared  with  her  that  compaffion  felf  is  but 
too  apt  to  engrofs.     Was  there  a  fpot  of 
.    St.  Vincent's  Abbey,  however  gloomy, 
p.:  which  did  not  call  to  my  mind  fome  in- 
ftance  of  that  integrity,  affedlion,  and  no- 
bility of  heart,  which  diftinguiflied  my 

Matilda  ? 
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Matilda :  and  could  I  remember  thefe, 
ypt  doubt  that  by  whatever  chance  I  was 
defertcd,  your  will  could  have  no  (hare  in 
it  ?  Believe  me,  my  fider,  the  firft  prayers 
I  addrefied  to  Heaven  in  my  prifon  were 
for  your  fafety. 

When  time  and  folitude  reftored  me 
reafon  enough  coolly  to  confider  my^.O'vn 
flate,  I  faw  no  immediate  dangeru  could 
teem  with.  Though  a  viftim  to  the  fears 
of  Elizabeth,  and  the  policy  of  Lord  Bur- 
leigh, i  had  not  yet  learnt  toconfider  them 
as  mere  murderers,  and  if  they  were  not  fo, 
imprifonment  was  theonly  evil  I  could  have 
to  apprehend,  nay  even  that  might  per- 
haps be  fhort,  as  it  v;as  undoubtedly  both 
illegal  and  unjuft.  Malice  itfelf  could 
affix  on  me  no  other  crime  than  that  of 
being  daughter  to  the  Queen  of  Scots  j  a 
fatal  truth  which  Elizabeth  would  gladly 
forget,  but  furely  never  publiih.  Could 
I  refolve,  therefore,  to  endure  with  pa- 
tience the  punifhment  fo  unworthily  im- 
pofed  on  me,  I  might  in  time  emerge 
unlullied  to  difti nation.  I  called  upon 
the  example  of  her  who  gave  me  being, 

to 
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to  fupport  my  drooping  fpirits,  and  fhould 
perl  ips  have  vied  with,  her  in  fortitude,, 
but  tft-.u  one  cherifhed  grief  wound  round 
my  aching  heart,  and  often  wrung  forth 
its  deareft  drops.  HfTex,  the  molt  be- 
loved of  mankind  ;  that  faithful  lover,' 
vrhofe  ardent  prayers,  whofe  generous  pro- 
pofals,  1  had  obftinately  refifled,  when- 
his  irritated  mind  feemed  daringly  to  lift 
the  veil  of  futurity,  and  pierce  through 
thofe  complicated  dangers  which  followed 
our  parting  —  Ah,  what  (hould  guard 
him,  when  m.y  lofs  was  difcovered,  from 
giving  way  to  his  injured  and  exafperated 
affeftion  ?  If  fortune  fhould  even  feparate 
him  and  Lord  Leicefter,  how  could  I  be 
certain  that  Elizabeth  herfelf  would  befafe 
from  his  reproaches,  and  who  was  ever 
fafe  from  her  vengeance,  when  once  thus 
defperateiy  awakened  ?  The  premature 
fate  of  my  much-honored  father,  the 
noble  Norfolk,  returned  upon  my  memo- 
ry— the  tower,  the  difmal  tower,  fcaffolds, 
axes,  a  bjeeding  lover,  and  a  broken  heart, 
daily  pafled  in  long  array  before  me,  and 

peopled 
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peopled  the  folitude  to  which  I  was  fo 
unjuftly  cohdemned. 

The  decency  with  which  I  was  attend- 
ed and  ferved,  proved  that  both  Eliza- 
beth and  her  Minifter  had  flill  terms  to 
keep  with  me  ;  but  the  fervant  who  had 
ventured  a  reply  was  impeached  by  thofe 
who  waited  without  the  door,  and  my 
purfe  being  found  upon  her,  no  doubt 
befcame  a  fufficient  proof  of  guilt.  Cer- 
tainly 1  faw  her  no  more,  and  the  women 
deputed  in  her  place,  were  cither  too 
guarded  or  too  ignorant,  to  inform  me  on 
any  fubjecl,  had  I  left  myfelf  money  to 
try  their  fidelity. 

I  had  once  beenfo  accuftomed  to  feclu- 
fion,  that  it  would  foon  have  lofl  its  hor- 
rors, had  my  misfortunes  refted  here: 
refolved,  however,  not  to  augment  them 
by  vain  and  fruitlefs  repining,  I  demand- 
ed fuch  books  as  might  ftrengthen  and 
amufe  my  mind  :  thus  oppofing  the  wif- 
dom  of  ages  to  the  pang^  of  the  moment. 
By  fharing  a  part  of  my  food  with  the 
birds  which  inhabited  the  over-hanging 
Irees,    I  drew  round    me    fome   mute 
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aflbciates,  who  more  grateful  than  the 
vain  beings  that  venture  to  look  down  on 
them,  are  always  attached  by  benefits. 

This  lethargic  tranquillity  was  foon  in- 
terrupted by  a  vifit  from  Lord  Burleigh. 
"With  the  fair  language  of  an  experienced 
courtier,  he  *'  commended  my  refignation 
to  an  inevitable  fate,  and  admired  the  wife 
life  I  made  of  confinement,  in  thus  apply- 
ing myfelf  to  enrich  my  underftanding  j 
alTuring  me  that  he  had  exceeded  his  or- 
ders for  my  accommodation,  and  by  an 
exprefs  which  arrived  over-night  from  the 
Queen,  had  it  at  laft  in  his  power  to  rc- 
ftore  that  liberty,  he  had  by  her  com- 
mand deprived  me  of.'*  My  heart  leaped 
at  fo  unhoped  an  alteration  in  my  fate, 
but  he  intercepted  the  tranfport  ere  it 
reached  my  lips,  and  fent  it  back  a  dead 
weight  into  my  bofom.  **  Think  not 
therefore,  fair  lady,  faid  he,  that  her 
Majefty's  indulgence  is  unconditional-— 
She  wills,  that  if  ever  you  pafs  thefe  walls, 
it  is  as  the  wife  of  Lord  Arlington/*-— 
"  They  will  then  be  my  grave,  my  Lord, 

returned 
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returned  1,  in  hitternefs  of  fpirit;  fhame 
on  her  indnlgeuce,  inhuman  tyrant !" — 
*'  Moderate  your  wrath,  rdunned  he  in 
the  fame  equal  tone,  aftf;r  your  bold  at- 
tempt to  impofc  on  her  hy  forged  tefti- 
monials  of  an  impoirii)le  marriagej  and 
fuppoficious  birth,  you  ought    rather  to 

imagine  flie  treats  you  with  lenity/' 

"  Forged  tefiimonials^.  retorted  I  with 
great  acrimony,  why  then  did  flie  fo 
carefully  deftroy  them  ?  but  fbe  deftroyed 
them,  my  Lord,  in  vain — look  down 
bleft  fpirits  of  thofe  who  once  owned  this 
noble  manfion  !  look  down  thou  dear  de- 
parted fifter  of  the  murdered  Norfolk  !  — 
look  down  too,  revered  Mrs.  Marlow, 
thou  gentle  guardian  of  our  youth,  and 
fay  to  whom  we  owe  our  being? — but  why 
do  I  call  the  blefied  from  their  reward, 
to  authenticate  thofe  rights  the  malice  of 
Elizabeth  cannot  annihilate?  Oh,  Royal 
Mary,  dear  unknown  mother,  how  would 
the  tender  yearnings  of  thy  bofomjuftify 
the  alTcrtions  of  thy  perfecuted  daughter, 
did  not  a  cruel  tyrant,  by  a  double  in^ 
-j-naftice,   cnciofe   in   feparate  prifons  the 

mother 
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mother  and  the  child  ? — bring  us  but  to- 
gether, and  youfhall  find" "  I  am  not 

commiflioned  to  parley  on  fo  delicate  a 
fubjeft,  replied  the  crafty  Lord  Burleigh, 
*— ere  you  give  way  to  thefe  violent  tranf- 
ports,  remember  how  fatal  they  may.prove 
—over  the  head  of  the  Queen  of  Scots, 
the  fword  has  long  hung  only  by  a  fingle 
thread — it  is  now  put  into  your  hand--- 
confider  well  ere  next  I  fee  you,  wka^  and 
ivhat  you  ivili  le\'  with  thefe  tremendous 
words  he  rofe  and  left  me — ^left  me — ah, 
how  ?  Convulfed,  annihilated,  a  terror 
hitherto  unknown  fecmed  to  fix:  every 
feature,  and  freeze  every  lenfe.  Oh,  thou, 
whofe  awful  will  alone  could  authorize 
this  rfamelefs  infliflion,  give  me  fbrength 
to  bear  it,  fighed  forth  myfliocked  foul  ! 
Can  I  then  deferv€  the  title  of  daughter 
only  by  renouncing  all  claim  to  it  ? — My 
tryother,  my  gracious  royal  mother,  who 
even  when  overwhelmed  with  woes,  didft 
take  fuch  tender  care  of  the  little  unfor** 
tunates  to  whom  thou  gaveft  being?  ah, 
were  their  lives  prefer ved  but  to  fhorten 
xhine  ?  Med  i  tationslik^  thefe  almofl.  Ihook 

the 
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the  feat  of  reafon:  and  I  refolved  to  con- 
form to  the  moft  inhuman  command  of 
Blizabeth,  rather  than  fufFer  the  horrible 
fcene  his  lafl  implication  prefented,  to 
pafs  another  hour  before  my  bewildered 
fenfes. 

It  was  furely  at  this  tremendous  crifis 
in  my  life,  that  my  fermented  blood  firft 
adopted  and  cherifhed  thofe  exuberances 
of  pafTion,  which  ever  after  warped  the 
equality  and  merit  of  my  character;  that '  ' 
blood  now  boiling  in  my  veins,  joined 
with  a  difordered  imagination  to  call 
around  me  a  thoufand  vifionary  incon- 
fiftent  forms,  to  whofe  voices  my  burning 
heart  refponded — now  flowly  retraating  to 
every  vital  fource,  the  very  powers  of  be- 
ing feemed  to  congeal,  and  I  remained  for 
hours  a  breathing  icicle.  Whenever  the 
firft  fenfation  afluated  me,  the  llrong  de- 
fire  of  faving  my  mother  ftill  returned  j 
and  in  thefe  dire  revolutions  of  conftitu- 
tion,  four  and  twenty  dreadful  hours 
elapfcd. 

Lord  Burleigh,  at  the  fame  time  the 
next  day,  came  once  more  to  learn  my 

final 
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final  refolution.     Scarce  able  to  reply,  or 
raife  my  heavy  eyes  from  the  ground,  in 
which  they  fought,  and  faw,  only  a  grave, 
my  whole  appearance  ftrongly  indicated 
how  I  had  pafled  the  interval.  The  defo- 
late  acquiefcence  my  filence  befpoke,  en- 
couraged him  to  produce  a  paper.  He  be- 
gan reading  it,  while  ri vetted  with  a  new 
furprize  I  liftcned  to  the  incredible  and 
difgraceful  forgery,  as  if  I  had  loft  every 
other  fcnfe  than  that  of  ear.  It  was  called, 
as  1  think,  "  the  voluntary  confefllon  of 
Ellinor,on  behalf  of  herfelf  and  fifter  Ma- 
tilda ;  and  fet  forth,  that  foon  after  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots  fought  fhelter  in  England* 
(under  the  proteftion  of  her  fifter  Eliza- 
beth) for  divers  politic  and  ambitious  rea- 
fons,  (as  firft,  in  cafe  her  only  fon  fliould 
die,  and  leave  her  without  iffue,  on  which 
to  fupport  her  claim  to  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  to  the  kingdom  fliehad  lately  aban- 
doned; next  to  attach  to  her  intereft  the 
difloyal  perfons  into  whofe  charge  ihe  was 
given)  (he  refolved  to  pretend  to  have  made 
a  marriage  with  Thomas  Howard,  Duke 
of  Norfolk  ;  and  by  the  aid  ^nd  Gonfedr- 
Vol.  II.  Q^  racy 
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racy  of  his  fifter,  the  Lady  Seroope,(whore 
Lord  was  her  keeper,   together  with  that 
of  divers  Scottifli  fervants,  as  well  as  of 
one  Gertrude  Marlow  (the  baftard  fifter  of 
Lord  Scroope)  the  faid  Queen  of  Scots 
did  feign  a  pregnancy,  and  in  procefs  of 
tinne  a  delivery  of  two  daughters,    who 
were,  with  the  afTiftance  of  the  faid  con- 
federates, brought  up  in  fecrefy  by  th-e 
faid  Gertrude  Marlow,  till   fueh  time  as 
Mary  fhoiild  judge  fit  to  produce  them; 
and  that  fundry  teftimonials  were  invent- 
ed, drawn  and  witneffed  by  faid  parties, 
tending  to  legitimate  faid   furreptitious 
offspring  at  the  plcafure  of  the  Queen  of 
Scots,  by  the  names  of  Matilda  and  Elli- 
nor.     The  faid  Eilinor  underftanding,  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  above  plaufible  col-  ' 
lufion,  and  forely  repenting  the  offence 
again  ft  Elizabeth,    Qiieen   of  England, 
her  lawful  Lady  and  Sovereign,  doth  on 
behalf  of  herfelf  and  fifter  Matilda,  freely 
acknowledge^  and   folcmnly  affirm,  that 
they  do  not  believe  thenafelves  born  of 
the  faid  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  but  have 
'■eafbn  to  know  their  parents  of  a  low  de- 

2:ree» 
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gree,  who  for  the  lucre  of  gain,  refign- 
ed  them  for  ever,  to  be  done  with  as  the 
faid  Queen  of  Scots,  and  her  confeder« 
ares,  thought  beft.  This  declaration  is 
■i^ade  and  figned  on  the  fpot  where  Ellinor 
owns  herfelf  and  fijEler  were  thus  fecretly 
brought  up,  to  wit,  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Vincent,  the  feat  of  the  late  Lord 
Scroope,  in  the  prefence  of.  Sec.'"  Hav- 
ino;  concluded  this  notable  memorial  of 
villainy,  he  fummoned  feveral  domeftics, 
and  put  a  pen  into  my  hand.  My  un- 
iubdued,  indignant  foul,  fpurned  at  the 
idea  of  villifying  both  myfelfand  mother, 
even  to  fave  her  life.  I  would  have  fpoke, 
but  ere  grief  and  rage  could  be  converted 
into  language,  he  transfixed  me  with  a 
look  j  and  holding  before  my  eyes  an  or- 
der for  the  execution  of  the  Queen  of 
Scots,  figned,  dated,  authentic,  com- 
plete in  every  form,  my  fliuddering  na- 
ture could  not  endure  the  conBid.  I 
,-ra(hly  fcrawled  my  name,  and  fnatching 
that  tremendous  mandate  he  yet  held  be- 
Fore  me,  tore  it  into  a  thoufand  atoms, 
arid  funk  upon  the  ground  in  the  moH: 
.-"'-  0^2  vio- 
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violent  convulfions.  They  were  To  rapid 
and  dreadful,  that  to  have  left  me  alone 
had  been  little  elfe  than  murder.  His  do- 
meftics  attended  me  with  a  humanity  un- 
known to  their  Lord  j  and  thefc  fits  at 
lafl:  gave  place  to  a  frenzy  fever.  Alas, 
during  its  raging  paroxyfms,  I  doubtlels 
continually  confuted  the  infamous  tale  I 
had  witnefledj  for  every  affefling  remem- 
brance preffed  upon  my  confufcd  and 
weakened  mind. — My  mother,  my  filter, 
and  my  love,  by  turns  bled  before  my 
eyes;  and  death  prefentedhimfelf  in  every 
form  dear  to  me,  while  1  vainly  invoked 
him  to  take  my  own. 

Exhaufted  nature  feemed  to  reft  on  the 
very  verge  of  the  grave — Ah,  had  I  thea 
funk  into  it,  how  many  pangs  had  I  been 
fpared ! — the  care  of  my  attendants  at 
length  fo  far  recovered  me,  as  to  enable 
me  to  quit  my  bed,  when  pronouncing  me 
well,  they  left  me  to  my  own  meditations 
— a  hideous  train,  my  fifter — to  add  to 
their  bitternefs,  fancy  had  now  thrown  a 
new  colour  on  my  fate— how  if  this  infa- 
5T10US  forgery  had  been  extorted  from  me, 

only 
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only  to  fllgmatize  my  filler  and  myfelf  ? 
— A  ftill  more  aggravating  idea  fprung 
from  that — What  Ihould  prevent  Eliza- 
beth from  prefentingto  the  eyes  of  the  un- 
fortunate Queen  of  Scots  a  defamatory 
declaration,  which  mud  give  her  a  ftab  no 
iefs  mortal  than  the   blov/   it  faved  her 
from,  though  perhaps  more  flow  ?    how 
indeed,  if  fo,  could  I  hope  flie   would 
ever  forget  or  forgive  an  inftance  of  de- 
pravity, apparently  as  unaccountable  as  it 
was  fhocking  ?  finally,  (oh  grief  yet  more 
pungent)  might  not  the  Queen  take  plea- 
fure  in  v;ringing  the  haughty  foul  of  Ef- 
fex,  by  lliewing  him  the  unhappy  objedt 
of  his  deareft  affections  for  ever  ftig-ma- 

%ized  by  her  own  hand  ? -This  painful 

aflemblage  of  ideas  and  objeds,  was  too 
mueh  for  my  hurt  brain— I  groaned,  I 
fhrieked,  I  relapfed,  and  very  nearly  ob- 
tained the  relief  I  fo  mueh  longed  for. 

Impelled  thus  by  tyranny  down  the 
precipice  of  fate,  my  fwift  courfe  fcemed 
ready  to  bury  me  in  the  gulph  it  over- 
hangs, when  another  proje6ling  point  in- 
terpofed,   and  fuddenly  (lopped  me. — I 
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recolkded  that  in  thus  reGgaing  myfelf 
to  the  ftroke,  I  rendered  the  I'aft  fatal 
blot  my  own  hand  had  fixed  on  my  clia- 
ratler  indelible;  while  if  I  lived  1  had 
yet  a  chance  of  judifying  my  intention, 
in  an  ad  which  refieded  alike  on  myfelf 
and  all  dear  to  me.  By  a  weaknefs  for 
which  I  cannot  account,  I  fuddenly  be- 
came more  willing  to  fupport  all  the 
evils  of  a  life  thus  prolonged,  than  the 
idea  of  an  unknown  end,  and  an  unho- 
nored  grave. 

My  conftitution,  deftined  to  druggie 
with  ftill  greater  calamities,  funk  not 
wholly  under  the  impreffion  of  thefe  ;  but 
the  period  of  recovery  was  marked  by  3, 
gloom  and  dejection  I  can  never  forget. 
Silence  was  now  no  lefs  my  habit  than 
inclination,  and  I  often  fancied  myfelf 
incapable  of  fpeaking.  Lord  Burleigh^ 
by  a  fecond  vifit,  called  together  every 
enfeebled  power  remaining.  Regarding 
my  altered  countenance  with  an  air  of  in- 
fidiouspity,  he  lamented  the  painful  duty 
impofed  on  him  by  the  Queen.  Eftrang- 
ed  from  fyinpathy  fo  long,  that  the  leafl 
-    -  mart; 
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rnark  of  it  affected  mc,  I  funk  into  lan- 
guor and  rears.  *'  Unhappy  young  crca- 
tUFe,  refumed  he,  deftined  every  way  to 
condemn  yourfelf,  hear  all  I  am  commil> 
fioned  now  to  fay,  and  finally  decide  your 
own  fate.  1  need  hardly  inform  you  that 
on  whatever"  claims  your  connexion  with 
the  Queen  of  Scots  is  founded,  a  due  re- 
gard for  herfrlf,  and  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom of  hngland,  will  not  allow  my  royal 
miftrefs  to  enlarge  one  whofe  high  fpirit 
and  diftinguinied  underftanding  mufc  fo 
greatly  aid  whatever  caufe  fhe  is  a  party 
in.  But  when  the  attarhmeot  between 
you  and  the  Earl  of  EiTcx  is  confidered, , 
(whofe  ambition  and  daring  temper  fuffi-  . 
ciently  alarm  the  prudent  part  of  the. 
Q^ieen's  counfeliors,  unafiifted  as  he  yec 
js  by  any  imaginary  rights,  it  is  obvious 
that  one  way  alone  can  you  hope  for  free-  , 
djDm."  At  the  dear  name  of  EiTeX;  to 
which  my  ear  had  been  fo  long  cftranged, , 
every  emotion  that  had  gathered  flowly  . 
into  my  heart,  fpread  in  wjld  perturba- 
tion through  my  frame,  I  faii)tly  re^ 
pcated  it;  but  Lord  Burleigh  motion:ecj 
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me  to  filence,  knd  I  confined  to  contemp- 
tuous glances  my  opinion  of  the  re- 
mainder of  his  fpeech. — "  I  fhall  not 
conceal  from  you,  continued  he,  that  Effex 
has  had  influence  enough  over  the  Queen 
to  make  her  for  a  while  fupprefs  her  fen- 
timents  on  this  error  in  his  condu6t. 
Perhaps  fhe  woi#d  have  trufled  to  time 
for  otherwife  matching  you,  but  that  this 
hot  headed,  rafh  young  man" — I  groaned 
in  impatient  filence — he  cail  on  me  an 
attentive  eye  and  purfued  his  fubjeft. — 
**  After  finding  it  vain  to  hope  he  fhould 
difcover  your  afylum,  (for  which  I  muft 
tell  you  he  fpared  neither  threats,  intrea- 
ties,  money,  or  affiduity)  he  completely 
irritated  Elizabeth  by  uniting  himfelf  in 
a  plot  to  releafe  the  Queen  of  Scots. 
Providentially  for  my  royal  rniftrefs  it 
tranfpired  in  time,  and  the  traitors  are 
taken.  The  chief  object  of  her  indigna- 
tion muft  of  courfe  be  him  flie  fo  greatly 
favored.  Convinced  that  you  are  the  only 
caufe  of  his  rebellious  practices,  nothing 
but  your  making  another  choice  can  fave 
him  from  expiating  them  on  the  block.  A 

fonc^ 
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fond  weaknefs  renders  Elizabeth  ftill  anxi- 
ous to  preferve  him.  For  my  own  part  I 
confefs,  the  fafeft  remedy  I  fliall  always 
think  the  befl:."— "  Ah,  let  him  live, 
groaned  I,  adopting  at  once  the  train  of 
ideas  the  crafty  Burleigh  ^o  artfully  arrang- 
ed, though  not  for  me  !  Even  Elizabeth 
is  merciful, and  flialll  then  condemn  him? 
.  Rob  the  world  of  an  unequalled  ornament, 
Fonly  becaufel  am  not  permitted  to  pofiefs 
it  ? — I  will  no  more  haunt  her  /lumbers — 
I  will  no  more  gild  his — of  v/hat  confc- 
^quence  is  the  name  I  am  called  by  during 
-'the  few  days  I  linger  in  this  miferable 
world  ?  Inform  me,  my  Lord,  but  how  I 
can  fave  him." — "  The  fame  reafons  that 
f,  concur  in  obliging  the  Queen  to  feparate 
you  and  Efiex,  faid  the  infidious  Burleigh, 
will  equally  prevent  her  from  matching 
you  with  any  man  gifted  with  his  afpiring 
qualities  :  yet  aS  it  is  not  her  wifii  wholly 
to  debafe  you.  Lord  Arlington  was  to 
me  the  mefienger  of  her  will  "  (I  (hud- 
dered  at  the  fatal  name)  "  the  bounded 
capacity  he  pofielTcs  is  one  motive  for  her 
ghufing  him,  as  it  enfures  her  own  fafety  i 

and 
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and  his  -titles  and  fortunes  another,  as 
thofe  are  diftinftions  fxie  is  not  willing  to 
deprive  you  of.  You  marry  him,  or  he 
returns  diredliy,  and  his  return  is  the  fig- 
nal  for  the  execution  of  Lord  Elfex." 

Yet  weak  and  unrecovered,  my  mind 
wanted  firmnefs  to  enter  into  all  the  rea- 
fons  which  fnould  regulate  my  condutt, 
Alas,  I  faw  no  more  of  my  own  fate,  than 
was  infeparabiy  interwoven  with  that  of 
my  lover. — Urged  by  the  generous  ex- 
ccffes  of  which  I  knew  his  heart  capable, 
he  has  for  my  fiike  then  endangered  his 
lionor,  liberty,  and  life.  Perhaps  that 
danger  is  exaggerated,  hinted  prudence — » 
bvt  oh,  if  not — if  a6luated  by  fear  and 
rage  Elizabeth  fliould  condemn  him  to 
the  block,  as  fliC  already  had  my  father, 
for  no  greater  crime — my  wounded  foul 
fhrunk  from  the  bare  idea — long  faintings 
and  delirium  followed — fancy  realized 
every  image  fraud  had  prefented  ;  I  feem- 
cd  to  behold  every  moment  the  chofen  of 
my  heart  tried,  fentenced,  executed ;  I 
drenched  them.aimed,  yet  beauteous  form 
my  foul  for  ever  worfhipped  in  my  tears, 

ar44 
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and  hardly  could  be  perfuaded,  daring 
rny  lucid  intervals,  that  Eflcx  yet  livedj 
and  that  his  fate  ftill  depended  on  my  de- 
termination. 

Lord  Burleigh,  faithful  to  the  unge- 
nerous trull  repofed  in  him,  and  weary  of 
the  t.ifi<  of  confining  me,  took  a  willing 
advantage  of  the  weakened  ftate  of-  my 
intelle6ls,  to  wring  from  me  a  compli- 
ance with  the  wifh  of  Elizabeth.  1  was 
now  relcafed  from  my  prifon,  and  the 
Chaplain  and  family  being  aflembled. 
Lord  Arlington  ^a,s  introduced,  the  con- 
trails figned,  and  a  tearful  midnight  mar- 
riage abruptly  foltninized,  during  which 
my  abftrailed  mind  purfued  a  thoufancl 
diilant  ideas. 


*     * 


Wedded — loft — annihilated — thewoful 
miftrefs  of  a  magnificent  iolitude,  where 
rny  inward  eyes  traced  for  ever  the  revered 
fleps  of  thofe  who  were  no  longer  to  be 
found  on  earth,  one  only  confolation  could 
niy  cxhaufted  heart  liipply.    "  I  die,  that 

Efiex 
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Efiex  may  live — I  figh,  that  he  may 
breathe  freely." — But  oh !  what  fighs  were 
mine!  they  Teemed  to  tin£lure  with  black- 
nefs  and  melancholy  the  very  air  that  re- 
ceived them.  Lord  Arlington  wanted 
judgment  alike  to  fubduethe  deep  regrets 
of  filent  fufferance,  or  to  yield  to  them. 
My  mind  could  never  hold  any  correfpon- 
dence  with  his  ;  and  by  this  means  alone 
was  1  ignorant,  for  a  time,  of  a  calamity, 
which,  when  known,  totally  overwhelmed 
me  : — Alas,  my  fifter,  by  a  refinement  in 
barbarity,  our  fainted  mother  was  led  to 
execution,  almoft  at  the  very  moment  that 
I  wasdefaming  you  and  myfelf  to  fave  her. 
This  climax  of  grief  and  miisfortune  was 
too  mighty  for  my  reafon — I  had  pafied 
from  fear  to  fear,  from  forrow  to  forrow, 
in  fuch  rapid  fuccefiion,  that  there  were 
only  intervals  enough  of  time  to  render 
each  more  poignant.  In  one  fhort  month 
to  behold  myfelf  deceived,  defamed,  and 
facrificed  !  how  could  I  avoid  blendiny- 
the  bitter  tears  of  felf-love  with  thofe  of 
filial  duty  and  affedion  ?  The  idea  of 
Effcx  remained  engrained  on  my  heart,  and 

doubled 
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doubled  every  agonizing  fenfation.  Lord 
Arlington,  however,  returned  to  Court, 
which  gave  me  the  littlerelief  of  folitude. 
Severed  thus  at  once  from  evtrry  tit:  both 
of  nature  and  of  choice,  dead  while  y<?t 
breathing,  the  deep  melancholy  which  had 
feized  upon  my  brain  Toon  tinflurcd  my, 
whole  mafs  of  blood — my  intellects 
ftrangely  blackened  and  confufed,  fre- 
quently realized  fcenes  and  objefls  that 
never  exifted,  annihilating  many  which 
daily  paiTed  before  my  eyes.  I  fometimes 
obferved  the  ftrong  furprize  of  my  atten- 
dants when  1  fpoke  of  thefe  vifions,  buc 
much'oftener  I  remained  lethargic  and 
infenfible.  There  were  moments  when  I 
ftarted  as  from  a  deep  fleep,  (and  oh,  how 
deeu  a  fleeo  is  that  of  the  foul  !) — turned 
my  dubious  eyes  around  with  vague  re- 
membrance— touched  my  hand,  to  be 
convinced  that  I  yet  exifted — trembled  at 
the  found  of  my  own  voice,  or  railing  my 
uncertain  eye  toward  the  blue  vault  of 
Heaven,  found  in  the  all-chearing  fun  a 
ftranger. — Alas  !  my  fifter,  look  no  more 
in  this  fad  recital  for  the  equal-minded 

rati- 
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tacional  being  you  once  faw  me  j  fenfa- 
cions  too  acute  for  either  endurance  or 
cxprefiion,  from  this  faial  period  blotted 
every  noble  faculty,  often  fubftituting 
impuife  for  judgment.  Always  fenfible  Gf 
my  wandtiing  the  moment  it  was  pall, 
ihame  continually  fucceeded,  and  united 
every  mifery  of  madnefs  and  reafon. 

Spring  reviving  all  nature,  extends  its 
genial  influence  even  to  the  withered 
heart.  My  intervals  became  more  calm. 
and  frequent.  I  gathered  (Irength  to 
walk  into  the  garden — there  I  flowJy 
retraced  to  myfelf  the  fatal  whole,  and 
began  to  find,  or  fancy  it  more  fupport- 
able.  That  I  h^d  been  a  dupe  to  Eli- 
zabeth and  her  Minifter,  was  too  obvi- 
ous ;  but  I  was  willing  to  acquit  the 
weak  man,  perhaps  fufficiently  punifhed 
in  a  wife  like  me,  of  having  been  a  con- 
Ifederate  in  their  plots.  I  had  long  been 
the  objett  of  his  choice,  and  it  is  a  coin- 
mon  error  among  his  fcx  to  be  carelefs 
of  the  means  by  which  their  views 
fiicceed,  provided  they  attain  them. 
But  my  feeble  efferts    toward    recovery 
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requiring  every  indulgence,  I  wrote 
to  Lord  Arlington,  afiuring  him,  **  I 
would  make  the  beft  ufe  of  my  re- 
turning reafon,  in  forming  my  heart  to 
the  future  performance  of  thofe  painful 
duties,  a  combination  of  fatal  circum- 
ftances  had  impofed  on  itj  but  that  the 
tafk  was  too  difficult  not  to  claim  every 
allowance  on  his  part  j  and  concluded 
with  hoping,  folitude  would  enable  me 
one  day  to  meet  him  with  feelings  kls 
embittered." 

With  my  intellectual  powers  too  re- 
turned my  afFddions.  The  myilery  of  voirr 
fate,  my  fifter,  and  that  of  Lgrd  Leice(ter, 
racked  my  weary  imagination  in  vain.  I 
enclofed  in  the  letter  to  Lord  Arlington 
a  billet  to  Lady  PeiTibroke.  It  contain- 
ed only  an  enquiry  for  you. 

When  thefe  letters  were  difpatclied,  I 
bent  mjy  every  thought  to  fulfilling  the 
promifc  made  in  the  firft.  A  thoufand 
times  on  my  knees  I  befought  the  Al- 
mighty to  confirm  thofe  upright  fenti- 
ments  he  alone  could  infpire  j  1  ftrove  to 
abliteratc  every  remembrance  of  the  hu-^' 

mail 
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man  means  by  which  his  will  was  effeift-  . 
ed,  and  confideringit  only  in  the  light  of 
his  will,  tried  meekly  to  fubmit  to  ic. 
Alas,  the  anfwer  of  Lady  Pembroke  (book 
every  juft  deternnination — aftonifliment, 
terror,  and  afFeftion  were  obvious  in  every 
line  of  it — eagerly  fhe  folicited  news  of 
my  Tel  f,  and  the  incomprehenfible  means 
which  firfl:  rcRored  me  to  St.  Vincent's 
Abbey,  as  well  as  thofe  which  fixed  me 
there  by  fo  extraorciinary  a  marriage. 

FroQi  her  letter  I  at  laft  underftood  a  part 
of  your  motives  for  fo  fuddenly  abfenting 
yourfelves.  I  found  too  that  you  had 
happily  arrived  in  France,  by  the  accounts 
many  had  received  from  you  *,  when  all 
at  once  (fhe  added)  the  correfpondence 
broke  off",  and  every  effort  at  renewing  it 
only  increafed  the  fadnefs  and  perplexity 
of  your  friends.  That  La  Val,  having 
obeyed  the  orders  left  by  his  Lord  in  hafl:-^,: 
ening  toKenilworth,camconlfrom  thence 
to  the  Recefs  j  which  he  found  thrown 
open,  as  well  as  that  his  Lord  had  infal- 
libly been  there.  "  Not  able  to  gather  any 
farther  information,  he  haftened  back  to 
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London,  there  to  waic  Lord  ^.eicefler's 
directions;  but  none  arriving,  this  extra, 
ordinary  ahd  alarming  filence  induced  the 
faithful  Steward  to  return  to  his  native 
country,  in  fcarch  of  his  Lord.  Fear  and 
grief  having  however  feized  upon  his 
heart,  a  bad  pafTage  wrought  both  up  to 
a  crifis,  and  he  died  immediately  on  his 
landing.  Ti,ifit  every  other  mefie-jiger  and 
friend  had  been  equally  unfuccefsful ; 
though  many  had  traced  you  as  far  as  Rou- 
en. Nor  had  the  myftery  of  your  fate  ever 
yet  been  even  guefTcd  at,  though  Lord  Lei- 
cefter  was  admitted  to  be  dead  by  every 
body.  It  was  given  out.that  he  expired  in 
his  way  to  Kenilworth  Caftle.  Certainly 
he  was  there  laid  in  ftate,  and  afterwards 
interred  at  Warwick  :  but  notwithfland- 
ing  this  report  was  apparently  believed,  as 
having  the  weight  of  the  Queen's  credence, 
the  flrongeft  doubts  arofe  in  the  minds  of 
his  friends  and  relations,  upon  her  feizino- 
Kenilworth  Caftle,  and  various  poffefilons 
of  his,  as  a  fecurity  for  fums  due  to  her  : 
a,  conduft  little  agreeing  with  the  indul- 
gence fbe  had  for  fo  many  years  (hewn 
Vol.  II.  R  to^ 
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towards  her  favorite.  In  fine,  having 
bribed  the  fervants  employed  in  blazoning 
this  pompous  fidlion,  the  family  were  in* 
dubicably  afiured,  that  the  body  buried 
under  the  name  of  Lord  Leicefter,  was 
one  procured  for  the  purpofe. 

Atmoft  petrified  by  this  myfterious  and 
Reeling:  recital,  I  ftrove  in  vain  to  ex- 
pound  it ;  that  Lord  Leicefte.-  was  dead 
could  hardly  be  doubted,  but  when,  where, 
o'r  how,  imagination  could  not  fathom. 
Yet  the  condud  of  the  Queen  proved  her 
too  well  informed.  Ah,  where  then,  cried 
I,  is  now  my  Matilda  ?  Where  then 
that  more  unfortunate  being,  than  even 
myfelf  ?  Convinced,  by  a  comparifon  of 
circumftances,  that  your  death  would 
alike  have  been  publifhed,  but  that  by 
fome  undifcoverable  event  you  furvived 
your  Lord,  I  was  led  to  conclude  fome 
convent  in  France  (till  fupplied  you  a 
grave  to  groan  in:  yet  even  if  fo,  why 
bury  with  you  that  information,  for  want 
of  which  fo  many  afi:e(5tionate  hearts  have 
been  racked  ?— Alas,  my  darling  fifter, 
year  after  year  have  I  vainly  repeated  to 
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myfelf  this   one  affeding  queflion  : 

Emerge,  I  befeech  you,  if  yet  an  inha- 
bitant of  this  world,  and  fatisfy  a  fearful 
heart  which  achs  with  fondnefs.  Nay,  if 
tranflated  to  a  better,  and  yet  fenfrble  of 
aught  fublunary,  oh  deign  to  inform  me  ! 
How  often,  in  the  depth  of  midnight, 
when  the  happier  world  are  at  refl:>  have 
I  called  upon  thee,  impelled  by  an  affec- 
tion incapable  of  fear — but  all  was  awful 
filence — no  voice  replied  to  me — no  form 
obtruded  on  the  deep  gloom  where  fight 
itfelf  is  loft — yet  the  days  that  clapfe  ia 
incertitude,  pafs  not  in  vain ;  they  inlen 
fibly  urge  forward  one  ordained  to  clear 
up  every  doubt. 


I  dreamt  of  Eflex — Ah,  what  did  I 
fay  ?  I  dreamt  of  Eflex  ? — Alas,  I  have 
d.'eamt  of  him  my  whole  life  long! 
Something  ftrangely  intervenes  between 
myfelf  and  my  meaning. — No  matter,  I 
am  to©  ftupified  now  to  explain  it, 

R  2  Oh, 
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Oh,  thefe  cruel  wanderings ! — but  I 
dare  not  attennpt  to  correftor  avoid  them, 
left  in  the  very  effort  reafon  evaporate, 
and  one  inconfiderate  (Iroke  Ihould  con- 
fufe  my  whole  ftory. 

Alas,  Lady  Pembroke,  how  could  you 
venture  to  tell  me  that  Lord  EflTex  was 
married? — And  to  Lady  Sydney  too? — - 
Gracious  Heaven  !  I  made  myfelf  a 
wretch  then  only  to  crown  her  future  days 
■with  unfpeakable  happinefs!—- At  this 
idea,  overwhelming  palTion  breaks  the 
feeble  boundaries  of  reafon  and  religion, 
and  fwecps  away  inferior  forrows — my 
mother — my  fifter — alas  thofe  ties  fo  dear, 
fo  revered,  ferve  only  to  fwcll  the  flood 
that  finks  them. 

Hence,  agonizing  fenfations  ! — I  have 
drawn  them  up,  Matilda,  in  one  weighty 
figh. — A-h,  furcly  my  heart  efcaped  una- 
wares at  the  fame  moment,  it  has  lefc  fuch 
'      ■  a  fear- 
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a  fearful  void  within. — Yes,  my  fiftcr, 
E.Ofex  is  indeed  married;  that  very  Eflex 
for  whom  I  more  than  died, — and  pri- 
vately too — the  facred,' tender  union,  had 
every  charm  but  honor— for  Lady  Sydney 
he  incurred  the  anger  of  the  vindiftive 
Queen. — Gracious  Heaven,  I  thank  thee 
for  that  thought — it  was  not  for  me — No, 
I  was  dying,  withering  at  the  heart  far 
from  the  mofl:  falfe — Ah,  ft  ill  the  mod 
beloved  of  his  fex, — that  little  thought 
ftrangely  confoles  me — rather  indeed 
would  1  have  died,  than  have  been  a  fpot 
upon  that  radiant  fun,  my  dim  eyes  no 
more  muft:  look  up  to. 


V  I  perceive  I  have  in  the  wild  colourings 
of  a  difordered  imagination,  unfolded  a 
•truth  my  heart  almoft  burft  \yith — this 
thunder  ftroke  concluded  Lady  Pem- 
ibroke's  fecond  letter. — How  deep,  how 
dreadful  was  its  effedt  !— tranquillity, 
health,  reafon  all  fled  before  it-— to  the 
ifvils  fate  impofes,  however  grievous,  oiir 
=  ,      .  K  3  nature 
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nature  infenfiblyaccommodates  itfelf,  but 
oh,  when  the  arrows  of  calamity  are 
winged  by  love,  and  dipt  in  poifon  by 
friendfhip  the  wounds  they  nnake  always 
gangrene.  The  idea  of  deceit,  ingratitude, 
and  unkindnefs,  irritated  and  preyed  on 
me  continually.— It  brought  on  anothef 
Greenland  winter's  night,  which  lafted 
many  lingering  months  j  and  in  recover- 
ing I  Teemed  to  acquire  a  new  difpofition. 
' — I  had  loft  with  my  equanimity  allfweet* 
nefs  of  temper — revenge  feemed  the  only 
principle  which  fupported  my  being,  and 
I  nourifbed  a  projedl  in  fecret  long  ere  I 
could  bring  it  forward.  Wonder  not  at 
this  alteration,  my  fifter,  misfortune 
ferves  but  to  foften  the  foul,  injury  alone 
can  render  it  callous.  Ah,  ftrange !  that 
we  (lio'uld  at  the  very  moment  imbibe 
the  vice  by  which  we  fuffer. 

Lord  Arlington  early  in  the  fpring  re- 
vifited  St.  Vincent's  Abbey.  Myrefent- 
ments  being  levelled  at  a  dear  and  diftant 
object,  I  behaved  towards  him,  when 
miftrefs  of  my  intelledls,  with  a  mielan- 
choly  gracioulnefs  which  made  him  fancy 

them 


THE    RECESS,    &c,        247 

tjiem  reftored  ;  and  propofcd  taking  me 
with  him  to  London,  when  riecefilty  ob- 
liged  hiin  to  return.     I  acquiefced  with 
readinefs,  as  this  was  the  very  point  to, 
which  I  wifhed  to  bring  hinn,  and  my 
unexpefled    compliance,    flattering   the 
egregious  felf-love  that  marked  his  cha- 
rafler,  he  was  charmed  with  the  effefl, 
without  examining  into  the  caufe.  He  was, 
eafily  perfuaded  that  decorum  would  de- 
mand my  being  prefented  at  Court,  and 
undertook   to  propofe  it  to  Elizabeth : 
while  Lady  Pembroke,  amazed  alike  at  all 
fhe  heard,  and  all  Ihe  faw,  (leadily  oppof- 
ed  a  project  fraught  with  fo  many  painful 
uncertainties.     But  it  was  the  paffion  of 
Lord  Arlington  to  mortify  EflTex,  and  con- 
ceiving that  in  his  power  only  by  prefcnt- 
ing  to  his  rival's  eyes,  the  dear  objedl  fa- 
tal circumftances  had  robbed  him  of,  and 
others  yet  more  fatal  had  wedded  to  him- 
felf,  he  foon  became  as  interefled  in  my 
wifl.1,  as  if  his  own  heart  had  didated  it. 
The  Queen  heard  it,  as  I  forefaw,  with  fur- 
prize,  and  declined  it  with  fcorn ;  but  flie 
foon  found  that  I  had  Ikill  enough  to  ma- 
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nage  even  the  fool  fhe  had  felecled  for 
me ;  who  perfifted  in  quitting  the  Court 
if  fhe  denied  him  the  compliment  due  to 
his  birth.  Elizabeth  had  now  put  her 
peace  fo  far  into  his  power,  that  fhe  dared 
not  entirely  break  with  him  :  and  fearful 
left  the  black  hiflory  iiid  in  my  heart 
fhould  be  publifhed  to  the  world,  were 
file  to  urge  her  imprudent  refufal,  flie  at 
laft  relu6tanily  confented  to  receive  me, 
I  heard  this  with  a  bitternefs  of  fpirit  I 
once  thought  myfelf  incapable  of,  and 
brooded  over  the  dreary  triumph  1  had 
fo  long  projecled. 

I  deferred  appearing  at  Court  from  time 
to  time,  till  certain  Lord  FfTex  was  re- 
turned from  the  camp.  Alas!  the  univerfal 
pleafure  that  return  excited,  aggravated 
my  deep  and  incrcafing  refentment.  I)if- 
tinguifhed  now  with  the  fame  partiality 
Elizabeth  once  fhewed  to  your  Lord  ; 
loaded  with  honors  fn  his  own  perfon,  and 
the  chief  medium  through  which  others 
obtained  them,  Effex  condufled  himfclf 
with  fuch  noblenefs  as  endeared  him  even 
to  thofe  whom  he  failed  to  krvc  :  vv'hile 
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the  happy  few  who  won  his  confidence, 
looked  up  to  him  as  to  a  being  of  a  fupe- 
rior  kind.   I,  I  alone  dared  filently  to  im- 
peach his  generofity,  his  honor,  his  integ- 
rity.    Wearied  with  an  everlafting  difcuf- 
fion  of  his  merits  in  all  companies,  and  not 
daring  to  utter  one  fyllable  on  the  fubjecr, 
left  groans  (hould  take  place  of  language, 
I  often  teftified  an  anger  and  impatience 
Lord  Arlington  conftrued  into  an  extinc- 
tion of  that  fatal  palTion  I  once  entertain- 
ed for  his  rival,  and  a  due  regard  for  the 
rights   which   he  had  acquired  over  me. 
Charmed  with  this  idea,  he  became  lavifij 
in  the  jewels,  and  other  cuftomary  orna- 
ments j  and  the  tranquillity  with  which 
I  prepared  to  appear,   lulled  rvery  fufpiw 
cion  to  fleep.      Alas  1  while  they  wer? 
adorning  me  with  the  coftly  habiliments 
feledted  for  the  occafion,   I  took  a  mali- 
cious pleafure  in  tracing  the  ravages  grief 
had  already  made  in- my  features,  confti- 
tution,  and  figure;  the  firft,  fluunk,  wao, 
and  withered,  the  latter  ematiated  beyond 
all  concealment.     I  knew,  that  however 
thofe  who  faw  me  every  day  m^ighrde-ceiye 
themfelves,  in  prefenting  this  fhadow  to 

his 
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his  eyes,  whofe  ardent  heart  once  touched 
with  colours  yet  more  glowing,  a  form 
then  rich  with  the  gifts  of  nature,  youth, 
and  hope — Oh  well  I  knew  what  vo- 
lumes of  reproaches  were  contained  in  a 
fingle  look ! 

I  entered  the  Prefence  Chamber  with 
an  air  of  determination,  grandeur,  and 
compofure,  aftonifhing  even  to  myfelf. 
My  foul  found  him  fhe  alone  fought  in  a 
moment,  Efiex  was  reding  one  arm  on 
the  back  of  the  Queen's  chair,  in  the 
fame  familiar,  gay,  and  graceful  attitude 
I  had  fo  often  feen  Lord  Leicefter  afTume. 
.His  drefs,  bold,  magnificent,  and  mar- 
tial. His  features  (oh,  thofe  fatal  fea- 
tures!  deftined  to  fubdue  alike  my  wile 
and  erroneous  refolutions)  lighted  up  by 
every  emotion  youth,  foftnefs,  pride,  and 
pleafure  ever  blended.  His  fine  eyes 
lightly  glancing  over  each  furrounding 
objeft,  fixed  at  lad  on  me — jixed^  I  may 
well  fay, — how  deep,  how  deadly,  was 
the  effed  of  that  fingle  look  ! — his  unfi- 
nirhed  fpeech  to  the  Queen  became  anni- 
hilated, while  his  quivering  lips,  in  broken 
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founds,  breathed  forth  unutterable  an- 
giii(h. — Surprize,  tendernefs,  grief, — ah, 
more  than  grief! — agony — chafed  away 
the  bright  expreffion  of  happinefs  froni 
every  perfect  feature,  and  flooded  his  eyes 
in  a  moment. — No  longer  remembering 
the  place,  the  Qiieen,  the  circle,  he  darted 
forward,  and  almoft  in  the  ad  of  kneel- 
ing, felt  the  abfurdity,  and  vanifhed — 
with  him  too  vanifhed  every  trace  of  that 
mifapplied  reafon  which  had  lb  firongly 
impelled  me  to  this  ftrange  revenge. 
They  told  me,  I  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  led 
to  the  chair  of  the  Queen,  who  no  fooner 
in  the  common  form  prefented  me  her 
hand,  than  I  haughtily  repelled  ir,  and  fix- 
ing my  eyes  on  her  with  a  dreadful  mean* 
ing,  gave  a  deep  groan,  and  funk  fenfelefs 
at  her  feet.  Elizabeth  ftarted  up  in  high 
indignation,  and  reproaching  Lord  Ar- 
lington as  not  lefs  mad  than  myfelf,  in 
thus  obtruding  me  upon  her,  retired  preci- 
pitately to  her  clofet.  Not  much  more 
fcnfible  than  his  wife,  thro'  aftonifhment 
at  a  condud  fo  unexpeded  on  my  part,  he 
foon  fo  far  recovered  his  faculties,  as  to 

take 
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take  the  advice  of  his  friends,  in  trying 
to  appeafe  the  Queen  :  committing  me  to 
the  care  of  thofe  around  me.  By  this 
means  alone  he  efcaped  witnelTing  a  fccnc 
which  touched  the  fenfibility  of  every 
fpedator.  My  friends  bore  me  through 
the  great  gallery,  as  the  way  mo  ft  con- 
venient j  in  the  anti. chamber  leading  to 
it,  the  unhappy  lover  I  had  taken  a  barba- 
rous fatisfaftion  in  wounding,  had  thrown 
himfelf  on  a  couch  to  recover  at  leifure. 
A  prefcntiment  of  the  fad  as  the  croud 
^approached,  made  him  eagerly  ftart  up, 
and  refigning  himfelf  to  the  impreffion  of 
-the  moment,  he  rulhed  through  them  all, 
and  fnatching  me  with  impetuoQty  from 
.thofe  who  held  me,  placed  me  on  the 
couch,  and  kneeling  befide  it,  fought  to 
re-animate  my  chilled  fenfes  with  burn- 
ing tears,  and  agonized  embraces.  A 
thoufand  times,  he  called  me  "  his  dear 
betrothed  love— rhis  murdered,  precious 
Fllinor, — here  is  fome  black  artifice,  fome 
diabolical  viilainyin  this  bufinefs,"  would 
he  cry,  liarting  up  haughtily,  and  throw- 
ing his  inflamed  eyes  aroundj  in  dread- 
ful 
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ful  fcarch  of  him  who  happily  was  ab- 
fentt  "  Oh,  if  I  find  it  fo,  added  he,  they 
fh?»ll  not  'fcape  who  fevered  us!"  By 
vague  and  rafh  exclamations,  he  thus 
publiflied  the  chief  incident  in  our  un- 
happy ftoryj  while  1  alone.  Hill  infen- 
fible,  heard  not  the  well- known  voice  I 
once  fancied  the  grave  only  could  clofe 
my  ear  to. 

This  fcene,  which  every  following  mo- 
ment threatened  to  make  fatal,  was  at  laft 
interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  Lady 
Pembroke.  The  excellent  underftanding 
of  that  amiable  woman,  had  made  her 
from  the  firft  confider  my  defire  of  ap- 
pearing at  Court  (even  while  unapprized 
«of  its  motives)  as  the  wild  dart  of  an  un- 
fettled  mind  :  fhe  had  employed  intreaty 
and  argument  in  vain  to  make  me  give  ic 
up  ;  finding  the  projeft  alike  agreeable  to 
Lord  Arlington  and  myfelf,  fhe  became 
filent  on  the  fubjedl,  but  declined  accom- 
panying me,  and  dreading  feme  ftrange 
event,  retired  to  her  own  apartments  in 
the  palace,  to  tremble  for  it  in  fecret. 
The  news  of  my  having  frightened  the 

Queen^  , 
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Queen,  and  broke  up  the  Court,  imme- 
diately reached  her  there.  However  of- 
fended at  my  obftinacy,  fhe  was  (hocked 
at  its  efFefls,  and  readily  emerged  to 
ferve  and  fave  me,  if  pofTible.  Prefllng 
through  the  aftoniflied  croud,  the  fond 
extravagance  of  Lord  EfTex  continually 
increafed,  Ihe  beheld  me  in  his  arms,  and 
heard  his  lamentation.  Amazement  in 
her  colledled  mind  is  but  a  momentary 
emotion.  "  What  are  you  doing,  my 
Lord  ?  faid  fhe,  with  an  air  which  re- 
called even  him — is  this  the  way  to  reco- 
ver the  fenfes,  or  reafon  of  this  dear  un- 
fortunate? remember  the  refpedl  due  both 
to  her  and  yourfelf,  and  leave  her  entirely 
to  m*'  care."  Neither  prayers  nor  anger 
warped  her  from  re6litude :  fhe  com- 
manded her  fervants  to  bear  me  to  her 
barge,  and  followed  me  herfclf.  The 
diftrafted  EfTex  held  her  by  force,  and 
vainly  folicited  leave  to  attend  me.  With 
a  dignity  which  eminently  diftinguiflies 
that  charming  woman,  fhe  chid  him  for 
a  madnefs  not  lefs  extravagant  than  my 
ov/n,  though   far   more'  cenfurable,  and 

requefted 
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requefted  her  Lord  to  pay  him  an  equal 
attention. 

The  women  who  followed  me  into  the 
barge  fprinkled  me  with  water  j  that  and 
the  open  air  gradually  revived  thofe  facul- 
ties fo  long  dormant,  that  they  feemed 
gone  for  ever.  I  feebly  lifted  my  head 
from  the  bofom  of  Lady  Pembroke,  and 
wondered  awhile  how  1  came  there.  A 
thoufand  gloomy  uncertainties  occurred 
to  my  mind,  and  a  flood  of  tears  at  laft  fo 
far  relieved  me,  as  to  fufFer  it  to  fix  on 
the  fa<5t.  Lady  Pembroke,  perceiving  I 
was  capable  of  attending  to  her,  fpared 
me  the  trouble  of  enquiring  into  the  paft 
fcene  by  relating  it  j  with  fuch  comments 
as  an  enlarged  and  tender  heart,  would 
naturally  di^flate.  My  pulfcrs  were  yet 
low,  and  her  gentle  admonitions  made  a 
due  impreflion.  "  Review  the  whole  of 
this  wild  fcheme,  my  dear  Ellinor,  faid 
fhe,  and  I  think  you  will  unite  with  me 
in  calling  it  fo.  The  Queen,  (beyond 
your  revtnge  in  this  world)  can  amply 
retaliate  on  every  one  dear  to  you,  for  the 
wmporary  alarms  and  vexations  you  caufe 

her. 
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her.  From  the  eyes  of  the  noble  Eflre35?S 
you  havefnatched  away  a  bandage,  which-*" 
faved  both  him  and  yburfelf  from  danger. 
I  have  hitherto  fuffered  you  to  imagine 
him  unfaithful  and  guilty,  becaufe  anger 
in  your  fituation,  muft  be  a  much  lefs 
dangerous  emotion  than  love.  His  whole 
foul  is  once  more  awakened,  and  I  would 
in  vain  now  affetft  to  deceive  either  him  or-- 
you — he  will  be  heard — he  will  even  ht^l. 
feen,  if  to  the  ra(h  ardor  of  his  temper  you 
do  not  oppofe  the  mod  inflexible  pru- 
dence— Alas,  my  fv/eet  friend,  what  dire- 
ful conflids  do  1  fee  before  you! — con- 
flicts, that  the  ftrong  and  untried  foul 
would  wiflito  (brink  from — how  then  fhall 
your  wounded  fpirit.'* — "Fear  not,  anfwer- 
ed  I,  nerved  by  the  occafion,  my  dear,  my 
watchful  monitrefs ;  born  for  conflifV,  I 
feem  only  to  exifl:  by  that  mental  adion, 
and  though  I  lament,  with  you,  the  invin- 
cible obftinacy  which  has  once  more  thus 
involved  me,  yet  believe  me  I  feem  bet- 
ter able  to  bear  every  evil  which  may  re- 
fult  from  the  vindication  of  EfTcx,  thaa 
the  dreadful  weight  of  his  fuppofed  in- 
gratitude. 
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gratitude.  For  every  other  calamity  I  hai 
been  accufromed  to  prepare  my  heart.-— • 
That  heart,  cherilhed  by  tears  and  foft- , 
ncfs,  darted  not  into  excefs,  till  thofe 
fources  were  dried  up.     Ah,  open  again 
every  lluice  of  pleaiure  ! — Tell  me  that 
Eflex  is   indeed  innocent,  unaltered!-!-. 
Tell  me  that  he  is  dill  the  incomparable, 
being  my  youthful  fancy  firfl:  worfhip- 
ped! — Tell  me,  inlhort,  the  whole  truth, 
and  fee  if  my  foothed  fcnfes  are  notequal  to. 
the  confidence." — "How  little  reafon  do 
thefe  eager  exclamations,  thefe  impafTion- 
ed  tears,  and  glowing  cheeks,  give  me  to 
think  fo,  wiftfully  replied  the  fweet  Lady* 
Pembroke;  perhaps  were  it  yet  in  my 
choice,  I  fhould  ftill  refolve  to  deceive 
you,  but  in  now  revealing  all,  I  am  only 
6efore-hand  with  him,  who,  in  tenderly 
urging  a  juft  vindication  of  his  condutft, 
would  effe<fl:ually  re-eftablifh  himfelf.in 
your  afi*e(flions,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the: 
little  peace  Heaven  has  allov;ed  you.  •    .^ 
The  defperate  (late   of  my  health  at 
tlie  time  when  yourfelf  and  fifter  fo  unac- 
countably vanilhed,  made  my  Lord  guard 
..  Vot.  II.  S-  again fl 
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^gainft  mydbtainingthatinformation  wkFr 
the  utmoft  caution  j  and  the  firft  alarm  I. 
received,  was  fronn  the  Tudden  return,  and 
perpetual  vifits  of  the  Earl  of  ElTex. 
Thefe  were  often  at  odd  and  improper 
hours,  and  generally  began  or  ended  with 
a  private  conference.  A  continuance  of 
this  condu6b,  even  after  I  was  able  to  quit 
my  apartnnent,  gave  meadifgufl  to  your 
lover,  I  did  not  conceal  from  my  Lord. 
He  pleaded  the  afRiflion  of  Effex,  as  his 
only,  and  indeed  fufficient  excufe,  and 
thus  laid  himfelf  open  to  my  enquiries, 
which  foon  obliged  him  to  own  the  whole 
truth.  Its  deep  effe6t  on  me  made  Lord- 
Pembroke  congratulate  himfelf  on  having' 
thus  long  concealed  it.  My  agitation 
and  affedtion  foon  reconciled  me  to  Effex, 
and  united  me  in  his  views.  Wholly  en- 
groCed  by  the  hope  of  finding  you,  every 
day  gave  birth  to  a  new  projed  in  one  or 
the  other.  How  many  difappointments 
did  we  experience  !  yet  the  fertility  of  his 
imagination  being  only  equalled  by  the 
warmth  of  his  heaft,  no  toil  difcour.'^.ged 
him;  and  adopting  all  his  aerial  plans,  I 
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■urged  him  to  perfeverance,  taking  plea- 
fure  in  heaping  fuel  on  a  flame,  pru- 
dence Ihould  rather  have  ftifled.  News 
happily  arrived  of  Lord  Leicefter  and 
Matilda,  which  renovating  every  hope  in 
both  him  and  me,  I  joined  the  deluder 
{e\(  in  affuring  him  that  he  was  deftined 
to  reftore  you  to  the  noble  exiles,  and  in 
receiving  your  hand,  to  unite  himfelf  at 
once  in  their  happinefs  and  fate. 
E  The  romantic  heroifm  interwoven  in 
his  charafter,  made  him  readily  liften  to 
thefe  pleafirig  delufions ;  till  a  flrange  ru^ 
mour  reached  us  one  day,  that  you  had 
been  married  to  Lord  Arlington,  in  the 
prefence  of  Lord  Burleigh,  and  left  hy 
him  at  St.  Vincent's  Abbey.  Imprefled 
with  the  ftrongeft  reliance  on  your  faith, 
ElTex  aflerted  it  in  the  warmeft  terms, 
and  feemed  ready  to  fly  to  the  fpot  v;here- 
it  was  reported  you  yet  exilted.  The 
palenefs  of  my  complexion  reproved  his 
implicit  cojifidence.  The  name. of  Bur- 
leigh, the  remembrnnce  that  Arlington 
had  lately  quitted  the  Cpurt,  that  intui- 
Ove  fenfe  which  arranges  and  combines  a" 
S  2  thou- 
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thoufand  important  nothings,  tending  tOr 
ftannp  a  fad  conviflion  more  indantanei' 
oufly  than  one  can  pronounce  a  fentence, 
now  proved  to  me  the  truth  of  this. — 
Lord  Pembroke  propofed  going  to  the 
Minifter,  and  thus  deciding  the  point. 
We  gladly  confented,  and  EfTex  traverf- 
ing  the  room  in  great  agitation  during 
the  interval,  found  a  thoufand  reafons  to 
juftify  his  opinion  i  fo  cautioufiy  colle'ft- 
ed,  asfhewed  he  was,  not  without  a  fecret 
fear.  Lord  Pembroke  at  length  returned, 
and  confirming  the  fatal  news,  added, 
that  Lord  Burleigh  had  fhewn  him  the 
contrafl,  figned  by  both.  But  what  was 
the  palenefs  imprefled  on  my  counte- 
nance, to  that  which  fpread  over  the 
florid  complexion  of  your  lover  at  this 
fatal  confirmation  !  The  filent  druggie 
in  his  foul,  furely  combined  every  pang 
of  death,  without  affording  its  relief, — 
Speech  and  colour  at  lad  returnelj ;  his 
cheeks  now  glowed  with  indignation, 
while  his  lips  trembled  with  tranfporti 
of  bitternefs  and  grief.  He  quitted  us 
precipitately,  and  my  Lord  devoting  him- 

fdf- 
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ftlf  to  afiliage  my  forrow,  was  not  im- 
mediately fenfible  of  the  departure  of  our 
friend.  Alas!  could  either  of  us  pofilbly 
have  fufpeded  the  fate,  the  untoward  fate, 
that  awaited  him ! 

The  moment  l^ord  Effex  thus  abrupt- 
ly quitted  our  houfe,  he  haflened  to  that 
of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham  ;  where  he 
found  only  Lady  Sydney,  who,  fecretly 
as  fenfible  of  his  merit,  as  flie  had  before 
been  of  my  brother's,  received  him  with 
equal  furprize  and  pleafure.  Without 
entering  into  the  motives  which  influenc- 
ed his  condud,  he  eagerly  tendered  him- 
felf  to  her  acceptance.  Her  objed^ions 
were  thofe  of  one  who  wiPned  to  be  per^ 
fuaded,  and  he  would  neither  hear  of  de- 
nq|ur  or  delay:  his  own  Chaplain  was 
quickly  fummoned,  and  the  marriage  fo- 
lemnized  in  a  manner,  almoft  as  fudden 
and  folitary  as  your  own. — Ah,  fatal 
n-  irriages  both  !  beginning  and  endin* 
in  tears  ! — This  news  broke  upon  us  with 
the  morning.  Lord  Pembroke  was  af- 
tounded.  I  recommended  to  him-  to 
iiaften  to  the  wretched  bridegroom,  and 
S  3  reconcile 
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reconcile  his  mind  to  the  unlucky  choice 
he  had  thus  precipitately  made,  ere  rafh 
exprefTions  of  grief  or  difappointment 
fhould  roufe  that  turbulent  fpirit  which 
had  made  my  amiable  brother's  philofo- 
phy  fo  foon  give  way  to  difgufl:.  Well  we 
knew  the  fiery  foul  of  Effex  would  fpurn 
at  fuch  a  bondage,  however  voluntary. 

The  contempt  and  coldnefs  both  Lord 
Pembroke  and  myfelf  had  always  (hewn 
to  this  imperious  woman,  who  firfl;  intro- 
duced difcord  into  a  family,  before  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  unanimity,  rendered  this  a 
great  effort  of  friendfhip.  The  time  loft 
in  reconciling  our  feelings  to  the  conde- 
fcenfion,  made  it  wholly  ufelefs.  My  Lord 
found  Sir  Francis  almoIV  annihilated  with 
"furprize,  and  underftood  at  once  that  his 
daughter  was  in  fits,  and  Lord  EfTex 
gone.  Unable  wholly  to  conceal  the  an- 
guilh  that  preyed  on  his  fpirits,  and  flat- 
tering himfelf  that  a  generous  confidence 
in  his  bride  might  in  time  cement  their 
union,  by  the  charm  of  efteem  at  leaft, 
Effex  had  laid  opfen  his  whole  heart  to 
her.     The  moftai  hatred  flie  ever  ente?-. 

taincd 
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tained  both  for  yourfclf  and  fiftcr,  ihe 
wanted  judgment  at  this  period  to  ftifle. 
The  melancholy  Eflex,  who  fought  (or 
pity,  nOtpafrion,now  incautioufly  defend- 
ed her  he  had  unwarily  arraigned.  The 
vindidive  temper  of  his  bride,  blazed 
forth  in  all  its  littlenefs,  and  the  quarrel 
rofe  fo  high,  that  early  the  next  morning 
he  ordered  his  horfes,  and  caUing  her  at 
once  "  his  error  and  his  punifhrneat,"  he 
took  his  leave  with  the  bitter  remark, 
that  "  he  followed  in  all  things  the  fate  of 
Sir  Philip  Sydney."  A  reproach  like  this 
might  well  {hock  the  mofl:  callous  heart : 
it  threw  Lady  Efiex  into  fits. — Regard- 
lefs  of  this,  her  Lord  mounted,  and  de- 
parting with  the  utmoft  fwiftnefs,  was 
foon  out  of  the  reach  both  of  friends  and 
-enemies. 

„,-  The  Queen,  who  became  every  day 

more  partial  to  EfTex  than  fhe  had  been 

the  former  one,  infenfibly  had  fuffered 

him  to  take,  both  in  her  heart  and  court, 

jhe  place  of  Lord  Leicefter.     It  was  the 

f^apinion  of  many,  that  llie  intended   to 

.iBarry   him,  and  the  rage  this^  ftep  of 

S4  his 


264        THERECES  S,'  &c. 

his  excited  in  her,  lent  force  to  the  ex- 
travagant conjeflure.  Deeply  refenting 
alike  his  hafty  nnarriage,  anci- abrupt  de- 
parture, (he  banilhed  his  Lady  the  Court, 
nor  did  Sir  Francis  efcape  a  reprimand, 
however  undeferving  it. 

Eflex  foon  fitted  out  fonae  fhips,  with, 
■which  he  joined  Drake  and  Norris,  and 
his  fame  daily  endearing  him  more  to  the 
Queen^  fhe  could  hardly  fupport  that  ap- 
pearance of  refentment  fhe  thought  due 
to  his  temerity,  and  incefiantly  languifli-. 
ed  for  his  return. 

We  foon  had  letters  from  the  Earl,  ac- 
knowledging the  rafh  ftep  he  had  taken 
jn  marrying,  and  that  to  avoid  blufhing 
for  it  in  our  prefence,  he  had  thus  exiled 
himfelf.  Though  pride  made  him  ftill 
fpeak  of  you  with  acrimony,  it  was  obvi- 
ous from  the  tenor  of  the  whole  letter, 

:  that  he  had  quitted  England,  no  lefs  to 
avoid   feeing  you,   than  living  with  the 

.  wuiiian  he  had  inveded  with  a  legal  right 

*  to   make   him  unhappy.     The  generous 
anxiety  he  Ihewed  for  your  fifter  in  fend- 

t;jng,  even    at    this  jundure.  Sir  Walter 

XTurtis 
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Curtis  once  more  to  Rouen,  with  direc- 
tions to  fpare  neither  trouble  or  money  to 
difcovcr  Matilda,  was  another  new  in- 
ftance  of  that  nobility  of  mind,  which  al* 
ways  graces  even  his  faults.  Confecrat- 
ino:  his  cares  to  a  more  noble  Durfuit  than 
lovCj  be  thus  fought  to  fill  up  the  void, 
the  aching  void,  that  blighted  pafilon  had 
left  in  his  heart. 

He  was  not  born  for  inaftion  ;  and  foon 
his  daring  fpirit  employed  the  thoughts  of 
the  whole  nation  J  when  Elizabeth,  who 
knew  too  well  that  its  prefent  exertions 
were  but  the  wild  efforts  of  difappoint- 
iijent  and  defpair,  relaxed  at  once  from 
all  her  apparent  rigor,  and  recalled  him. 
j.Difguft  had  funk  fo  deep,  that  he  ftill 
i  hefitated,  and  nothing  but  her  peremp- 
tory command  could  induce  him  to  re- 
turn. While  in  daily  expedlation  of  him, 
I  received  your  firft  letter.  It  contained 
not  a  word  that  could  inform  me  of 
your  real  fituarion,  or  the  motives  of  an 
aftion  lb  eccentric,  as  your  acceptance  of 
Lord  Arlington.  Your  long  filence,  your 
obfcure  and  laconic  epiftlej  thefltong 

de- 
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defire  I  had  to  fee  tranquillity  reftored  to 
yourfelf  and  your  lover,  though  happi- 
nefs  had  efcaped  both,  made  me  refolve 
to  fhew  him  the  letter,  in  which  he  was 
not  even  named,  if  once  the  fubjeft  arofe ; 
from  this  I  gueffed  that  he  would  mod 
probably  conclude  your  marriage  with  your 
own  free  will,  as  well  as  the  retired  ftile  of 
your  prefent  life.  An  opportunity  foon 
offered  ;  nor  was  I  miftaken  in  my  judg- 
ment. Lord  Effex  perufed  your  epiftle  in 
filent  aftonifhment,  and  the  convidion  it 
conveyed  produced  a  furpriGng  alteration 
in  his  mind  and  manners.  No  fymptom 
of  either  pride,  pafiion, or  difappointment, 
from  that  moment,  has  been  vifible  in  his 
conduft.  Conforming  at  once  to  his  fate, 
he  profited  by  the  indulgenc-e  of  the  Queen, 
and  relblved  to  live  decently  with  his 
wife,  if  not  happily.  Never  fince  have  I 
heard  your  name  from  his  lips — I  knew 
not  that  it  lived  even  in  his  heart;  and 
fir.ding  this  artifice  i^o  fuccefsful  with 
one,  1  refolved  to  try  it  with  the  other. 
When  you  related  to  me  the  cruel  fiftion 
t)y  ^which  Lord  Burleigh  wrought  upon 

youc 
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your  feelings,  what  purpofe  would  it  have, 
anfwered  to  inform  you,  that  Effex  was 
never  concerned  in  any  plot — never  im- 
prifoned,  much  lefs  condemntd.  The  high 
fenfe  you  entertained  of  a  facrifice,  appa- 
rently unvalued  by  him,  made  it  impro- 
bable any  explanation,  or  even  converfa- 
tion,  Ihould  take  place  between  minds 
thus  deeply  and  juftly  offended  with  each 
other.  How  then  was  I  chagrined  to  fee 
you,  on  your  arrival  in  London,  fondly 
nourifli  fome  unfathomable  proje<5t,  which 
threatened  wholly  to  defeat  mine  !  Find- 
ing all  advice  ineffedual,  I  thought  it 
moft  judicious  to  leave  your  mind  to  its 
own  workings ;  hoping  the  gentlelefs  of 
your  nature  would  counceradl  the  irri- 
tation of  your  paffions.  Alas,  my  dear, 
this  fatal  day  fhcws  me  my  error,  and  its 
extent.  In  how  many  ways  will  you  now 
wound  the  r^oble  heart  of  EfTex  ! — Tor- 
tured at  once  with  the  anguifh  of  difap- 
pointed,  injured  love,  the  narrow  doubts 
of  his  untradable  wife,  and  the  arrogant 
vigilance  of  the  Queen,  his  life  will,  from 

»ihis 
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this  moment,  be  as  devoid  of  com.forc,  as 
it  has  long  been  of  hope." 

The  tender  motives  which  di<5lated  this 
late  confeflion,  as  well  as  the  pad  con- 
cealment ;  the  melancholy  inference  with 
which  Lady  Pembroke  concluded,  all 
made  a  deep  imprefllon  on  me,  and  open- 
ed every  fluice  of  tendernefs,  to  the  great 
relief  of  my  opprefTed  and  burning  heart. 
"  No,  my  generous,  am.iable  friend,  re- 
turned 1  in  a  more  equal  tone  than  Lady 
Pembroke  expefled,  I  cannot  mifconftruci 
condud  which  has  ever  had  the  mofl:  up- 
right intention  J  and  in  doing  juftice  to 
that  of  the  afflided  Kflcx,  you  fupply  me 
motives  for  an  exertion  I  fbould  otherwift;,. 
iink  under.  The  necefTity  for  prevent- 
ing a  part  of  the  evils  my  imprudence 
may  occafion,  will  recall  me  to  reafon, 
honor,  and  myfelf. — Oh,  thou!  cried  I^*^ 
melting  into  tears,  too  dearly  beloved, 
too  deeply  lamented,  pardon  m.e  if  I  pafs 
a  dark  and  dewy  cloud  over  the  bright 
Aar  of  thy  diftinguillied  fortune  :  foon 
will  that  emerge  with  undiminifhed  fplen- 
dor,  while  I  alone  (hall  drop    in  tears, 

en- 
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enriching  the  earth  that  hides  me. 

And  you  too,  mod  favored  among  wo- 
men, in  being  born  to  ihare  his  fate,  en- 
deavour but  to  make  it  happy,  and  fiae 
who  has  no  ufe  for  life,  but  to  weep  your 
lot,  will  join  to  crown  it  with  every 
earthly  felicity.  I  find  my  fluftuating 
mind  unequal  to  entering  farther  on  the. 
interefting  fubjecTr,  concluded  I,  on  arriv- 
ing at  home.  Adieu,  my  dear  Lady 
Pembroke,  be  this  embrace  the  pledge 
of  mutual  pardon  ;  and  if  you  have  not 
blulTied  for  the  laft,  as  well  as  firfl-,  time 
for  your  poor  friend,  her  better  felf  m.uft 
again  defert  her."  She  ftrained  me.^p. 
the  pureft  bofom  that  ever  bear,  and  left 
me  once  more  alone  with  that  unftable 
counfellor,  my  own  erring  heart. 

The  return  of  Lord  Arlington,  exaf-, 
perated  by  the  rage  of  the  Queen,  and. 
the  furmifes  of  the  Court,  tried  my  iirm- 
eft  refolutions  :  perhaps  even  thofe  would 
have  been  unequal  to  the  confiicl,  but 
that  I  remembered  my  prom.ife  to  L.idy 
Pembroke,  and  was  determ.ined  to  fupply,. 
z  l^right  example  to  tha:  noble  lover,  1. 

new 
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now  confidered  as  equally  unfortunate 
with  nnyfelf.  I  remained  from  this  pe- 
riod wholly  at  home,  yet  notwithout  ex- 
peding  fome  intelligence  from  Lord  Ef- 
fex  i  though  1  knew  not  how  he  could 
poITibly  convey  it.  It  reached  me  at  laft 
in  the  mofb  extraordinary  manner.  Lady 
Pembroke  feized  the  firft  interval  of  lone- 
linefs  to  addrefs  me.  "Perplexed  circum- 
fiances  make  flrange  emiflaries,  faid  fhe, 
Ughingj — who  would  have  imagined  that 
I  fliould  requeft  to  convey  the  letter  of 
Lord  Effex  to  you,  EUinor  ?  but  finding 
him  determined  on  thus  addrefling  you, 
I  voluntarily  undertook  the  trufl,  as  well 
to  judge  of  all  that  pafTed,  as  to  prevent 
his  humiliating  himfclf  and  you  to  what 
ever  fervant  he  could  bribe,  and  perhaps 
if  he  erred  in  his  choice  of  a  meflenger, 
it  would  be  to  the  ruin  of  your  peace  and 
reputation. 

Hardly  hearing  this  generous  pream- 
ble, my  eager  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  let- 
ter, and  I  gave  the  fair  hand  that  held  it 
the  fpontaneous  kifs  I  was  at  firft  tempt- 
ed  to  beftow  on  the  precious  paper.—- 

Ah, 
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Ah,  how  affefling  were  the  emotions 
produced  by  the  fight  of  that  well-known 
hand!  His  language  was  impaflioncd, 
and  incoherent — he  accufed  himfelf,  me, 
the  friends  of  both,  and  the  over-ruling 
fate  which  actuated  all.  He  Teemed  af- 
fured  fraud,  myftery,  and  a  thoufand  yet 
unknown  execrable  arts  had  been  com- 
bined to  feparate  us.  He  conjured  me 
to  difcover  both  the  pcrfons  and  the 
means.  He  fpoke  of  Lord  Arlington 
father  as  a  weak  tool  in  the  hands  of  his 
more  crafty  enemies,  than  the  objeft  of 
that  deep  and  eternal  refentmcnt,  which 
only  flept  till  I  fupplied  it  one.  "  Scorn, 
continued  he,  the  narrow  prejudices  of 
cuftom,  and  your  fex,  nor  be  wholly  the 
facrifice  of  fituation.  Dare  to  be  fin  cere, 
and  think  an  adherence  to  your  firfl:  fa-' 
cred  vows  (vows  dear  as  inviolable)  the 
true  point  of  honor,  of  religion,  and  mo- 
rality. Oh,  call  to  mind  the  fatal  mo- 
ment when  you  tore  yourfelf  inexorably, 
from  arms  that  beauteous  form  no  more, 
perhaps,  fliall  fill.— A  little  confidence, 
a  Httle  fai;p,  had  then  made  both  happy ; 

TiOW, 
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now,  alas,    they  can  only  make  us  lefs 
miferable.       Yet  fpeak,   my   betrothed^. 
love,  concluded  he — tell  me  all — 'Once 
more  I  conjure  you,  by  thofe  rights  your 
fallhood,  or  death  alone  can  annul,  tell 
me  all;    and    in  your    care  of  the  life 
which  throbs  within  this  agitated  bofom, 
give  me  a  motive  for  wifhing  it  to  linger.-, 
there." 

As  I  perufed  this  touching  tranfcript 
of  his  foul,  mine  melted  within  me.—? 


"tn 


Ncverthelefs,  I  refolved  to  a6l  up  to  the 
idea  I  had  formed,  and  fnatchino;  a  pen, 
I  thus  replied  to  him  : 

"  In  giving  you  my  heart,  my  Lord, 
I  ov/n  I  gave  you  a  right,  in  every  a<5lioa 
of  my  life,  which  though  events  may 
fufpend,  they  cannot  annihilate. — Alas,, 
the  only  right  I  referved  to  myfelf,  wa^T 
that  of  concealing  aught  which   might 
render  you  unhappy.     Suffer  me  then,  to 
bury  in  this  bofom,   the   combination  o,l^. 
fatal  events  which  tore  us  from  each  other,-. 
Need  I  tell  you,  that  they  have  wrung  it 
even  to  phren-z.y  j  for  nothing  lefs  could 
have  juftified   the  premeditated  ihock  I 

cruelly 
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cruelly  gave  you.  The  deep  t*ffe<ft  of 
Tt)y  prefencc — perhaps  (for  why  (houlc^  I 
conceal  it  ?)  that  of  your  own,  join  with 
a  fcvere  duty  in  telling  me,  that  while  thus 
circumftanced,  we  mufl  meet  no  more. 
The  world,  a  bufy,  partial  judge,  delights 
in  beholding  the  execution  of  thofe  pain- 
ful fentences  it  impofes.  Ah,  chofen  of 
my  foul !  remember  its  afflidlions  can 
only  be  completed  by  your  failing  in'  the 
arduous  trial,  I  am  otherwife  refolved  to 
fuftain.  Rob  me  not  of  the  melancholy 
pleafure  fortune  ftill  allows  me,  in  what- 
ever folitude  I  am  henceforth  buried,  of 
thinking  him  I  feleded  from  all  mankind, 
was  every  thing  hut  an  Angel, 

Above  the  flavery  of  opinion,  I  know 
no  guide  but  reflitude :  ib^t  tells  me. 
Heaven  itfelf  will  approve  the  efforts  I 
yet  make  to  charm  you  to  life,  to  great- 

nefs,   to  glory. Oh,  awful  father  of 

univerfal  being!  whofe  will  alone  couU. 
fnatch  from  each  the  only  objecb  in  cre- 
ation, fanctify  to  the  nobleft  purpofc 
.  thefe  didatcs  of  my  reafon  j  and  form 
both  for  the  feparate  lots  appointed  us. 

Vol.  II.        '        T  Elevate 
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plevate  the  paflions  of  my  EfTex  above 
the  little  motives  of  revenge,  or  malice — 
fublime  his  love  into  philanthropy,  his 
rage  into  heroifm. — And  oh,  on  the  frail 
heart  which  now  bleeds  before  thee,  be- 
flow  patience  and  tefignation,  fo  to  pafs 
each  long  day  as  if  the  next  were  to  unite 
me  to  him.  I  folicit  not  ftrength  to  ex- 
pel him  from  that  heart — no,  rather  may 
he  ever  continue  its  fole  objed  j  but  be 
his  conduct  {o  ennobled,  that  when  both 
are  called  with  the  whole  world  before  thy 
dread  tribunal,  I  may  look  down  on  the 
misjudging  part  of  it,  and  truly  fay, — 
Father,  it  is  not  Efiex  1  have  loved,  but 
Virtue  in  his  p.erfon.'* 

This  pafTionate  apoftrophe,  however 
highly  wrought,  was  entirely  calculated 
for  the  romantic  fpirit  to  whom  it 
was  addreficd.  I  earneftly  befought  the 
ami.-'ble  Efiex  to  fuffer  this  to  end  the 
correfpondence,  which  admitted  not  an 
iiidulgence  beyond  thofe  conveyed  in 
the  letter;  and  gave  it  into  the  hands 
of  my  frien.d,  with  that  fweet  fenfe   of 
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feif-applaufe,  which  ever  attends  the 
confcioufners  of  having  gone  beyond  a 
painful  duty. 

Yes,  ftill  this  dear  fenfation  remains  to 
me — it  irradiates  at  intervals  the  deep 
gloom  which  fteeps  my  foul,  and  anni- 
hilates my  fenfes.  I  fear  1  begin  again 
to  wander,  for  my  hand-writing  appears 

to  my  own  eyes  that  of  Eflex. Oh, 

how  tight  my  head,  my  heart  feems 
bound  ! — will  no  one  loofen  the  (hrunk 
fibres  ? — Hark  !  Is  not  that  the  Queen  ? 
— No — It  was  but  the  deep  voice  of  the 
Winter's  wind. 

■3p         Tp         ^         ^         *  *!t  *■ 

PoorEffcx! — and  did  my  letter  thus 
deeply  afFe<5b  him  ? — Did  he  fo  fondly 
prefs  it  to  his  lips  ? — Did  he  blifter  it 
with  his  tears  ? — Thofe  I  have  fhed  for 
thee,  my  love,  would  have  drowned  thee 
had  they  been  treafured. — "  Unequalled 
EUinor — Oh,  moll  adored  ! — Yes,  I  will 
purfue  the  bright  wanderings  of  the  pure 
mind  I  have  affifted  to  unfettle,  and  be 
T2  ail 
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all  fhe  vvidies  me  from  this  moment."— 
(Who  told  him  I  wandered  then,  I  won- 
der ? — I  am  fure  I  always  ftrove  againfl: 
it  before  him) — Ah,  dear  and  precious 
fentiments  !  how  my  foul  imbibes  the 
charm  ! — Have  you  not  a  penknife,  Lady 
Pembroke,  to  write  thefe  words  in  my 
heart — on  my  very  heart  ? — Oh  I  would 
have  them  fink  deep— deep — would  feel 
as  well  as  fee  them. — And  thou  too,  me- 
mory, treacherous  memory,  for  once  do 
thou  retain  the  pleafant  tone  of  the  voice 
that  repeated  them — not  even  Lady  Pem- 
broke's own  is  fo  harmonious. 

^      *      ^      *      ¥^      * 


Married  to  Lord  Arlington  did  you 
fay  ? — Oh,  fuch  a  marriage  ! — What  did 
he  gain  by  villainy  and  fraud  ?  the  in-, 
fupportable  fociety  of  a  wild  wretch, 
whofe  weary  fpirit  threatened  every  mo-, 
ment  to  efcape,  and  leave  in  his  arms 
the  vile  drofs  he  thus  purchafed. — And 
yet  they  tell  me  it  is  fo — he  drags  me 

about 


THfk'ECESS,    &c.  277 

about  with  him  ftill,  and  calls  me  his— 
ki.\y  Oh  Heavens  ! — But  I  am  nobody's 
fife,  mark  that — mark  that,  or  we  fliall 
perhaps  have  murder ;  and  I  not  there  to 
(lep  between  the  fatal  Twords,  and  fee 
which  will  befriend  me. 

Matilda,  I  have  not  told  you  about 
that  I  think — but  I  am  not  very  able  juft 
now,  fuch  a  heavy  (leepinefs  feals  up 
every  faculty — and  yet  if  I  don't  now,  I 
never  m.ay  wake  more  you  know — but  I 
have  waked  over  and  over  again  now  I 
recoiled,  i\i\  1  am  quite  tired,  and  fo  for 
once  I  will  fink  quietly  into  a  flumber 
and  dream  of  you. 

****** 

Let  me  fnatch  a  moment  of  reafon  and 
recollection  to  forward  my  ftory. — In  pur- 
fuance  of  the  good  refolutions  I  had 
formed,  I  requefted  leave  of  Lord  Arling* 
ton  to  refide  for  the  future  wholly  at  St. 
Vincent's  Abbey;  to  which  he  readily  con- 
f^nled.  If  my  offered  retirement  did  not. 
wholly  obviate  his  fufpicions,  it  left  him* 
T  3  at 
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at  lead  no  pretence  for  tormenting  me 
with  them.  His  charader  I  ever  found 
of  a'common  ftamp-,  rredulous  and  mu- 
table, yet  felf-willed  and  paffionate:  vain 
of-  the  rights  of  his  rank,  without  merit 
to  diftinguifh  them,  he  always  conceived 
himfclf  injured  when  ar.other  was  pre- 
ferred ',  and  the  partiality  of  Elizabeth 
towards  his  rival,  offended  him  almoft 
as  much  as  that  I  had  fo  obvioufiy  ex-* 
prciTed. 

The  generous  Efiex  refpeded  my  peace 
and  virtue  fo  far,  that  after  another  fruit- 
lefs  effort  to  perfuade  me  to  fee  him,  he 
confented  to  purfue  the  path  I  had  traced 
out  ;  and  fatisfied  of  my  fidelity,  fv/ore 
facredly  to  cherifh  the  fcntiments  I  had 
peimiitted  him  to  retain.  It  was  needlefs 
to  afk  partial  intelligence  of  a  man-  who 
employed  the  voice  of  the  kingdom. 
I  had  fortunately  diftinguifhed  one,  fame 
had  adopted.  I  therefore  took  a  tender 
leave  of  Lady  Pembroke,  and  mingling 
my  parting  tears  with  a  thoufand  un- 
fpoken  blefllngs,  by  an  eflbrt  of  virtue  I 
admired  in  myfelf,  I  boldly  encountered 

my 
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my  fate,  determined  to  "fe  every  effbrt 
to  render  it  as  fupportable  as  might  be. 
•   St.  Vincent's  Abbey  again  received  me. 
This  manfion  Lord  Arlington  had  pur- 
chafed  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  lefs 
for  any  charms  he  perceived  in  it,  than 
the  advantages    of    the  country  round, 
which  fupplied  him  every  variety  of  rural 
diverfion.       Here    I    at   lafb    began     to 
breathe,  and  forming   my  mind  to  thai: 
melancholy    repofe,    a    decided   deRiny 
however  deplorable,  allows,  I  called  to 
my  aid  the  fuftaining  principles  of  reli- 
gion and  morality.      I  turned  my  feeble 
feet  towards  every  dwelling  misfortune 
had  palTed  over,  and  raifing  both  with 
gifts  and  foothing  the  fad  wretches  fhe 
had  deprelTed,   refie6:ed   back  into   my 
own  bofom  the  comforts  I  had  beftowed. 
I  gathered  into  the  Abbey  fuch  of  their 
children  as  were  weakly  and  deformed, 
and  while  thofe  blefled  with  florid  health 
purfued  the  track  of  labour,  the  others 
were  inftruded  in  tapeftry,  point,  read- 
ing, writing,   and   mufic,   according   to 
their  fcx  and  age.     Surrounded  by  thefd 
T  4  affecting 
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afFe6ling  objects,  who  thus  found  in  the 
liberaiity  of  art,  a  counterbalance  for 
the  unkindnefs  of  nature,  I  fomet.imes 
touched  my  lute  with  fenfations  fo  fub- 
lime,  that  fancy  difperfed  every  bodily 
imperfecflion  in  my  little  auditory,  and 
lighting  up  their  cheeks  with  the  fofteft 
tinge  of  the  morning,  I  feemed  to  fee  the 
human  robes  of  wretchednefs  drop  off", 
and  the  light  pinions  of  immortality  wave 
towards  Heaven. — Striving  by  fuch,  and 
indeed  every  means  in  my  power,  to  fhut 
out  the  fruitlefs  wifhes  for  loft  happinefs, 
"which  ftiil  beat  fervently  at  my  heart,  I 
filled  up  with  unceafing  empl®yments  the 
long,  long  year.  Often  did  my  feet  wan- 
der towards  the  cell  and  the  Recefs. 
Often,  in  the  well  known  windings  of 
that  wood,  where  once  we  carolled  toge- 
ther notes  as  carelefs  and  pleafant  as  thofe 
of  the  birds  around  us,  have  I  paufed, 
my  fifter,  and  watered  with  embittered 
tears  the  precious  memorials  of  days  that 
never  could  return. 

Confciousthat  I  could  ill  brook  the  leaft 
doubt  or   enquiry  into    my    condud,  I 

made 
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.made  it  an  invariable  rule   never  ro  pafs 
'  ^i  the  gate  unaccoinpanied  ;  yet  Lord  Ar- 
lington conceived  an  antipathy  to    this 
folitary  afylum  every  day  incrcafed  :     I 
did  not  compliment  him  with  a  total  for- 

f^bearance  of  the  few   amufements   inno- 

■;fteence  and  retirement  allowed.  Alas,  1  foon 
learnt  from  his  condudi,    that  jealoufy, 

5  the  mofl:  reftlefs  and  infatiate  of  all  our 
^  paffions,  mingles  in  the  habit,  even  when 
driven  out  of  the  heart. — Had  his  love 
known  the  refinements  common  to  that 
paflion  in  a  generous  nature,  he  would 
have  fek  that  an  unhappy  attachment  is 
nourifhed  by  folitude  and  home  :  and 
that  the  perion  v,'ho  once  refolves  to  ven- 
ture abroad,  ftiews  a  noble  refolution  to 
contend  with  it.  A  thcufand  times  he 
haunted  my  footfteps  ;  he  broke  in  upon 
my  lonelinefs.  You  would  have  thoiight 
he  had  taken  pleafure  in  beholding  the  ., 
tears  and  regret  he  firft  occafioned. 

The  dotage  of  the  Queen  became  every 
day  more  manifeft  ;  and  even  the  blow, 
fhe  in  one  of  her  wild  tranfports  gave"Ef- 
fex,  more  difgraced  hcrfelf  than  him.--- 

His 
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His  intrepid  refentment — his  iincourdy 
fincericy — his  haughty  retirement— every 
action  of  his  life  confirmed  that  admi- 
ration I  dill  thought  myfclf  entitled  to 
cherifn.  The  unbounded  power  he  after- 
wards pofTeiTed  when  reconciled,  (hewed 
the  extravagance  of  her  attachment; 
and  Elizabeth,  cruel,  inexorable  to  me  in 
every  other  inftance,  crowned  to  her  own 
difgrace  in  tliis,  the  only  wifh  fhe  had 
permitted  me  to  retain. 

After  feveral  inefredual  efforts  to  gain 
difiindion  at  Court,  Lord  Arlington  con- 
ceived himfclf  iiijured,  and  by  retiring 
wholly  into  the  country,  perfecuted  me 
the  year  round  with  his  company.  But 
not  having  a  tafte  for  the  fciences,  nor 
any  of  thofe  refources  a  ftrong  under- 
ftanding  involuntarily  fupplies,  even  to 
the  unfortunate,  he  exifted  only  while 
employed.  Hawking,  hunting,  and  fifh- 
ing  fpun  out  the  tedious  years,  and  a  ruf- 
tic  company  often  clofcd  theevening  with 
into-xication.  That  apathy  my  exhaufted 
p.ifiions  had  now  funk  into,  appeared  to 
his  undifcerning  mind  content]  and  as  his 

o'.vn 
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own  love  abated,  he  fancied  mine  increaf- 
ed  J  till  he  made  a  difcovery  that  his  moft 
needy  parafite  never  feconded — namtly^ 
that  we  were  at  length  entirely  hippy. 

To  confirm  this  furprizing  happinefs, 
(which  exiflred  only  in  his  own  fancy, 
and  perhaps  owed  its  origin  to  continual 
inebriation)  he  rcfolved  to  externiinate 
thofe  ruins  where  I  had  owned  I  pafled 
my  childhood,  and  which,  he  thought, 
ftili  kept  alive  embittered  remembrances, 
time  would  otherwife  extinguifh.  His 
Steward  fuggefted  that  the  materials  were 
wanted  to  creft  a  manufadure  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  that  the  cutting 
down  the  furrounding  woods,  now  grown 
to  valuable  timber,  would  more  than  an- 
fwer  to  the  expence  incurred  ;  while  new 
plantations  Would  at  once  open  the  prof- 
pe6"t  on  that  fide  the  Abbey,  and  deprive 
me  of  an  inanimate  obje6t  of  afi^edion, 
of  which  Lord  Arlington  dill  entertained 
a  jealoufy  as  excefilve  as  prepofterous. 

Thispropofal  met  with  the  ftrongeftop- 
pofition  from  me  on  every  account i  itv/as 
dreadful  to  think  of  annihilating  every 

trace 
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trace  of  my  youth  ;  every  obje6b  which 
could  remind  me  that  I  had  ever  been  be- 
loved or  connefted.  To  difturb  the  facred 
afhes  of  my  early  proteftors,  and  leave 
them  expofed  to  the  v;indsof  Heaven,  and 
the  hands  of  the  laborer — But  it  was  yet 
more  dreadful  to  me  to  rifque  the  little 
peace  I  had  been  able  to  collect  from  the 
wreck  of  al!  my  hopes — to  wake  wifhes, 
which  were  perhaps  torpid,  only  becaufe 
vain — to  tempt  Lord  Eflex  to  break  the 
promifc  I  had  v/rung  from  him — in  fhort, 
to  take  the  moft  remote  chance  of  again 
beholding  the  chofen  of  my  heart — for  to 
prevent  the  daily  regret  I  might  experi- 
esKe  at  being  a  fpeftator  of  this  difagree- 
able  metamorphofis  in  my  favourite  fpot. 
Lord  Arlington  was  determined  to  take 
me  for  that  time  to  London.  In  vain  I 
remonflrated  ;  the  ftronger  my  difguft 
appeared,  the  lefs  he  imagined  he  had  to 
dread  ;  nor  among  his  whole  round  of 
fnppofitions,  cnce  thought  it  pofTible  that 
1  could  fear  myfclf.  Painful  experience 
now  reminded  me  that  the  leaft  hint  on 
this   fubje^fl   would   be  ruin,    and   every 

other 
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other  reafon  rather  flrengthening  his  de- 
fign,  I  was  compelled  to  yield  to  it. — 
How  readily,  with  every  pafling  mile, 
recurred  the  dear  habitual  imprefrions  ! 
My  quickened  pulfes  wereagain  animated 
by  my  heart,  and  1  beheld  even  the  palace 
without  difguft,  becaufe  EfTex  reigned 
there.  Lady  Pembroke  met  me  with  an 
embrace  neither  time  or  abfcnce  had 
chilled.  She  iurveyed  my  amended  looks 
with  infinite  fatisfaflion,  and  flattered 
herfelf,  becaufe  f  was  no  longer  a  fpec- 
tre,  I  was  happy.  Ah,  much  erring 
friend,  the  embers  of  that  fatal  fire  tears 
had  almofi:  quenched,  again  were  gradu- 
ally relighting  ! — I  felt  almoftdifappoint- 
ed  at  hearing  Efiex  was  ft  ill  on  the  feas ;,;, 
tliat  crowned  with  victory  at  Cadiz,  .his l 
valour  had  only  been  furpafled  by  his-? 
condud.  The  fenfation  this  news  e>:. 
cited,  rendered  me  fenfible  of  tlie  preci- 
pice on  which  I  flood,  and  thanking 
Heaven  moft  devoutly  for  his  abfencc,  i 
acknovvledged  in  ic  niy  fafcty.  [ 
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The  few  friends  fortune  had  left  me 
welconned  my  return  with  ardor,  and  in 
their  fociety  my  fubdued  fpirits  might 
•have  found  fomc  relief,  had  I  been  per- 
mitted an  unlimited  fhare  of  it-,  but 
Lord  Arlington  faw  the  world  in  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view  when  mingling  with 
it,  and  at  a  diftance.  The  habit  of 
being  informed  of  every  employment  of 
mine  he  did  not  witnefs,  had  now  grown 
upon  him  fo  ftrongly  that  he  laid  an  em- 
bargo on  my  time,  and  fufFered  none  of 
it  to  be  pafled  out  of  his  own  houfe, 
without  he  was  of  the  party.  Indigna- 
tion was  by  nature  the  marking  feature 
of  my  foul. — Alas,  what  fufferings  had 
it  already  entailed  upon  me  ! — This  glar- 
ing infult  at  once  fhocked  my  feelings, 
and  ftruck  at  my  principles. — Thofe  traits 
of  bitternefs  and  wildnefs  I  had  drove  to 
obliterate  in  folitude  and  filence,  again 
appeared  in  my  charadler.  1  became 
fuUen  and  impenetrable — for  my  own 
fake  I  forbore  violence  and  error,  but  I 
no  longer  cared  whether  I  was  fuppofed 
to  do  fo. — Perhaps  Lord  Arlington  was 

not 
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not  Co  culpable  as  he  at  firfl:  appeared  ; 
for  the  hatred  of  the  Countefs  of  EfieJC 
inexorably  purfued  me. — From  the  fatal 
moment  when  I  fainted  at  Court,  (be  be- 
lieved herfelf  licenfed  in  her  injurious  fur- 
mifes  :  they  had  long  known  no  bounds, 
and  expelling  her  Lord  home  daily,  fhe 
by  remote  and  artful  infmuations  poifon- 
ed  the  mind  of  mine,  to  fecure  her  from 
any  danger  Qiould  EfTex  arrive. 

Weak  and  misjudging  woman! — had 
fhe  generoufly  fympathized  in  the  cruel 
events  which  robbed  me  of  happinefs, 
to  caft  it  away  on  her,  my  melting  heart 
would  have  fpent  its  lall  breath  in  wifb* 
ing  that  happinefs  perpetuated.  The 
pureft  mind  alone  attracts  the  venom  of 
the  world,  as  the  ether  the  vapors  of  the 
earth  J  but  like  that,  unlefs  agitated  to 
a  ftorm  it  foon  recovers  its  clearnefs,  and 
infeniibly  returns  in  blefilngs  the  groff- 
nefs  it  exhaled.  Far  f;om  meditatin<» 
any  injury  to  the  Countefs  of  Eflex,  I  re- 
fpedted  too  much  the  peace  of  her  huf- 
band's  mind  voluntarily  to  recall  tohisre- 

membrance> 
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mcmbrance,  a  wretch  bora  but  to  de- 
ftroy  it.  I 

Neverthclefs,  I  did  not   think  virtue 
herfelf  would  rfrfufe  nne  one  little  fatis- 
faflion,  I  could  not  but  defire  j  a  pidure 
of  the  ftorming  of  Cadiz  had  been  drawn 
by  a  Spanifn  painter  taken   there,    and 
fent  by  bflex  to  Lord  Pembroke.  Among 
the  many  portraits  it  preferved,  his  owa 
was  the  mod  confpicuous  ;  and  every  one 
pronounced  it  the  fined  ever  drawn.     It 
attrafted  the  curiofity  of  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple, and  the  gallery  it  was  placed  in  was 
fcarcely  ever  empty.    It  was  fo  much  the 
topic  of  difcourfe,  that  falhion  mufl:  have 
excited  a  defire  in  me  to  fee  it,  had  my 
heart  been  uninterefted.     Yet  the  unrea- 
fonable  jealoufy  of  Lord  Arlington  con- 
demned me  to  filence  j  nor  dared  I  pro- 
pofe  vifiting  Lady  Pembroke  at  this  cri- 
fis,    left  the  defire  fhould    be  conftrued 
into  a  proof  of  mental  guilt.    My  nature'- 
fpurnedat  the  conftraint  to  which  I  found 
myfelf  fubjeded  j  and  my  amiable  friend 
(fearful  that  1  Ihould  fuffcr    in  my  in:*. 

tellecls 
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tellers  more  feverely  for  the  felf  denial, 
than  I  pofTibly  could  for  the  indulgence) 
planned  a  method  by  which  fhe  thought 
the  ill-efFecls  of  either  guarded  againlt. 

The  Queen  gave  an  entertainment  at 
Greenwich,  on  the  marriage  of  one  of 
her  favorites,  to  which  Ihe  invited  the 
whole  Court  j  and  a  variety  of  mafques, 
and  otherentertainments  were  projeded. — 
Lady  Pembroke  could  not  difpenfe  with 
appe-aring  there,  nor  could  Lord  Arling- 
ton. Convinced  that  he  muft:  for  once  be 
fafely  abfent,  (he  propofed  calling  in  her 
barge  ere  (he  went  to  Greenwich,  and 
conveying  me  to  her  houfe,  where  fhe 
could  leave  me  in  the  gallery,  with  or«- 
ders  to  her  fervants  to  attend  me  home 
whenever  I  pleafed. 

In  this  projeft  there  was  nothing  dif- 
fconourable  or  unfafe  ;  and  I  embraced  it 
readily.  Lord  Arlington,  I  knew,  was 
to  be  at  Greenwich  in  the  morning,  as 
the  bridegroom  was  his  relation,  and 
I  waited  for  the  appointed  moment  with 
an  impatience  thole  only  who  live  like 

Vol,  n.  U  me 
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iXie  whole  years  upon  a  look  can  judge 
©f.  ^  \M 

Lady  Pembroke  executed  this  defigr^^i 
with  as  much  facility  as  fhe  had  formed  it; 
and  pafling  on  to  Greenwich,  committed 
fne  to  the  care  of  her  family,  who  were 
told  that  it  was  my  intention  to  copy  a 
beautiful  drawing  of  their  Lady,  fixed 
up  in  the  galieiy.  How  difdainful  o£ 
myftery  is  a  truly  noble  foul !  I  fl:opt|:f., 
fhort  on  the  threfhold,  and  could  1  with- 
out fingularity  have  ventured  immedi- 
ately to  return,  1  had  not  entered  the 
houfe.  It  was  filcnt-  and  folitary  j  all  but-- 
the  inferior  domeftics  having  folfowed  ei- 
ther their  Lord  or  Lady.  The  fervants 
who  condudled  me  locked  the  door  by 
which  I  entered,  to  guard  me  from  in- 
truders, to  whom  this  piflure  had  accuf- 
tomed  them. — Ah,  how  lively  was  my;- 
emdftion,  to  behold  the  features  indelibly 
imprelTed  on  my  heart,  perpetuated  with 
almoft  the  fame  ftrength  and  truth!  l^ 
the  a6l  of  wrefting  a  fword  (the  inflamed 
eye  of  him  who  held  it,  lliewed  had  a- 

moment 
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moment  before  been  pointed  at  thcEng. 
iifli  General's  bofom)  Eflex  proudly 
looked  down  on  the  furrounding  Spani- 
ards ;  whofe  impaffioned  geftures  fuppli- 
cated  for  the  life  of  him  who  had  thus 
immediately  attacked  the  conqueror. — > 
"  Ah,  Heaven,  cried  I  fearfully  burfting 
into  tears,  have  I  thus  long  dreamt  of 
glory — Iionor— immortality — nor  confi- 
dered  the  dangers  by  which  thou  muft 

acquire  them?" "  WafVe  not   thofe 

precious  gems  on  fenfelefs  canvas,  faid  a 
voice  to  which  my  heart  was  born  to  vi- 
brate,— behold  thy  Eflex  himfelf,  thy 
faithful  Efl^ex  j  as  truly  thine,  as  when 
this  foft  hand  firft  returned  his  ardent 

preflure." Alas,  my  filler,  what  a  vi- 

ciflltude  of  powerful  emotions  took  pof- 
fcfllon  of  my  foul,  and  fet  every  feature 
at  an  event  fo  unexpeded  !  Fear  and 
horror  were  however  prevalent,  and  feeni- 
cd  to  check  the  fweetnefs  of  again  be- 
holding him;  for  though  my  eyes  fur- 
veycd  his  form,  my  heart  for  the  firft 
time  fcemed  to  fKut  him  out,  and  fold 
U  2  itfelf 
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icfelf  up  in  utter  darknefs. — "  You  fpeak 
not,  my  beloved,  added  he,  oh,  fatisfy 
my  agonized  heart,  and   let   me  think 

you  know  me!"- *^  Know  you?  Ah, 

Eflex,  faltered  I,  redoubling  my  tears, 
can  aught  but  the  grave  obliterate  thofe 
features  from  my  memory? — Perhaps 
even  that  wants  the  power — but  a  thou- 
fand  namelefs  miferies  make  me  fhrink 
from  the  moment — make   my  terrified 

foul  {brink  even  from  you," "  Col- 

ledb  yourfelf,  my  worfhipped  Ellinor, 
refumed  he,  believe  me  I  come  not  an 
artful,  black  feducer — chance,  and  chance 
only  has  crowned  wifhes  fo  long  fu»b- 
mitted  to  your  will.  It  would  not  fuffer 
thofe  facred  fighs  to  become  common 
air,  thofe  lovely  tears  to  fall  upon  the 
earth;  it  fent  me  here  to  profit  by  indul"? 
gences  you  were  willing  to  bellow  on 
my  fhadow." — -*^  If  I  with-hold  them 
from  yourfelf,  returned  I,  endeavouring 
to  colled  my  fluttered  thoughts,  impute 
it  not  to  my  will,  but  to  the  over-ruling 
fate  which  has  torn  us  from  each  other, 

—Oh, 
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>--.-Oh,  EflTex,  let  us  not  venture  once  to 
ylook  behind,  but  confider  only  the  Dre- 
-i^ent — -the  time,    the  place,    the  perfon, 

would  ftamp  me  with  ignominy  if  difco- 
pvered,  and  deflroy  the  only  pride,  the 
^■^■only  confolation  fortune  has  left  me.— • 
2(1  have  long  ceafed  to  live  to  the  world, 
„rja^id  to  myfelf }  but  to  my  God,  and  you, 
^',1  yet  owe  an  exertion  of  the  principles 
j^lie  gave,  and  you  called  into  adtion." — 
.jl  rofe  deeply  difordered,  and  attempted 
•;  to  draw  away  my  hand  j  but  his  firmer 
f;,  nerves  obftinately  retained  the  trembling 
s  prifonerj  and  my  heart  being  unable  to 
.  refifl:  his  piercing  felicitations  for  a  few 

minutes,   I   fat  down  once  more    with 

him  by  my  fide.— Good  Heavens,  while 
;;;  I  relate  this  it  appears  a  mere  vifion  ! — 
^•Did  I  really  fee  EfTex  ? — Were  my  fenfes 
f^.really  revived  by  that  voice  fo  long  for- 
n  gotten,  except  when  fancy  recalled  it  ?-— 
ts.'Ah  !  I  have  had  but  too  fad  a  conviflion 
^ithat  this  has  been,  however  ftrange  and 
T'  impoflible  it  appears. — "  Wrong  me  not 

with  fuppofing  I  would  entrap  you,  my 

fweet 
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fweet  love,  faid  he,  I  am  everk  now  ar- 
rived in  England  j  nor  did  I  forefee  when 
I  yielded  to  pique  in  a  fecret  return,  how 
great  a  happinefs  I  fhould  enfure  to  my- 
felf— difgufted  with  the  injuftice  of  the 
doating  Queen,  (who  has  graced  Howard 
v/ith  che  laurels  won  by  me)  I  refolved  to 
call  my  friends  fecretly  together,  and 
Pembroke  is  juft  gone  to  collect  them— 
at  midnight  all  are  to  meet  here,  and  agree 
on  the  way  mofl:  likely  to  punifli  her  un-» 
fair  decifion.  By  a  happinefs  in  my  for-. 
tfene,  unguefTed  by  him,  and  unforefeen 
by  myfelf,  we  walked  in  this  gallery  while 
confulting,  and  when  left  alone,  the  fa- 
tigue of  my  journey  made  me  throw  my- 
felf on  the  couch  in  yon  window,  and 
draw  the  curtain  to  indulge  the  drowfi- 
nefs.with  which  I  was  feized.  How  fweet- 
ly.  was  my  flumber  difturbed,  by  her  who 
has  broken  fo  many  with  forrow  !  Dear 
was  the  furprize  with  which  I  faw  her 
enter  j  I  faw  the  careful  fcrvant,  as  if  ac- 
tuated by  love,  enclofe  her,  and  retire. 
Entranced  .with  a  pleafure  which  almoft 
. . ,  <  .  took 
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took  from  me  the  powef  of  motion,  I 
beheld  her  lovely  eyes  fixed  on  my  inani- 
mate portrait.  I  fawj  or  rather  I  felr, 
the  tender  exprefTions  her  unguarded  foul^ 
uttered. — What  dreary  ages  have  elapfed 
fince  my  eyes  have  been  thus  permitted 
to  fix  themlelves  on  hers—  fince  in  this 
dear  hand  I  grafped  the  blefiing  that  was 
to  have  given  value,  as  well  as  happinefs, 

to  my  future  life." "Alas,  my  Lord, 

refumed  I,  recoiled  that  thofe  pleaifant 
days,  thofe  flattering  hopes,  thofe  dear 
wifiies,  a  higher  power  has  annihilated  :-* 
nor  while  the  tie  which  robbed  you  of  thi» 
trembling  hand  fubfifts,  can  I  fuffer  it  to 
be  thus  prelTed  in  yours.  Yet  recoiled:^ 
at  the  fame  moment,  the  influence  yoit 
fi^ill  have  over  my  heart — an  influence 
virtue  alone  conteftswith  you — Ah,  gen- 
tle Effex,  fix  not  an  angry  eye  upon  me 
^iyou  know  not  the  wound  you  give— 

the  horrors  you  may  occafion.** The 

wild  accent  of  my  voice  ftruck  even  my 
own  ear,  and  not  daring  to  trufi:  it  with 
another  fyllable,.  I  ftrave  to  bury  my  agi- 

cartion 
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tation  and  fenfibllicy  in  filence.-^Alas, 
nature  was  too  highly  wrought.-— A  fufFo'- 
cation  more  painful  than  fainting  enfued, 
and  agonized  with  furprize,  tendernefs', 
and  fear,  EfTex  would  have  called  loudly 
for  afliftance.  I  retained  jufl  fenfe  enough 
to  prevent  him,  and  throwing  open  a 
window,  he  then  fought  to  recover  me 
by  vows  of  implicit  obedience.  My  fa- 
culties were  almofl  reftored,  when  a  noife 
at  the  door  made  me  wifli  them  for  ever 
annihilated.  No  longer  able  to  confider 
the  juft  or  proper,  I  threw  myfelf  for 
(helter  into  thofe  arms  that  gladly  open- 
ed to  receive  me,  and  buried  my  face 
in  the  fattin  cloak  of  Effex.  The  voice 
I  dreaded  rufhed  upon  my  ear,  and  in- 
creafing  my  terror,  caufed  me  to  grafp 
my  fafeguard  more  clofely. — A  danger 
too  prefllng  for  apologies  obliged  that 
generous  lover  to  throw  me  from  him.~ 
I  opened  my  fearful  eyes,  foon  fixed  by 
horror,  to  behold  the  fwords  of  Lord 
EfTex  and  Lord  Arlington  pointed  at 
€ach  other's  bofoms.     Why  did  not  my 

frail 
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frail  and  erring  reafon  at  this  perilous 
moment  forfake  me  ?  Alas,  I  was  never 
more  fenfible  of  agony  and  terror!  I 
thought  the  cry  1  fent  forth  muft  be  mor- 
tal, but  perceiving  it  infuflicient  either  to 
kill  me  or  prevent  the  bloody  conflift,  I 
flarted  up,  and  forcibly  flung  myfelf  be- 
tween their  fwords  :  that  of  my  hufband 
pierced  my  fhoulder,  while  his  more  flcil- 
ful  adverfary  wounded  and  difarmedhim. 
Inured  to  every  kind  of  mifery,  fave  this, 
I  beheld  my  dreaming  blood  with  a  dif- 
may  unknown  before,  and  from  the 
faintnefs  it  occafioned,  never  doubted  but 
that  I  approached  the  period  fo  often 
wiOied  for,  and  pronounced  myfelf  dy- 
ing:— Then  raifing  my  eyes  to  the  pale 
ftatue  of  Hflex,  who  rePcing  on  the  two 
fwords,  hung  in  filent  agony  over  me,  I 
adjured  him  to  vindicate  my  fame,  and 
befeeching  the  Almighty  to  receive  my 
giiiltlefs  fpirit,  and  crown  his  future  days 
with  that  honor  and  happinefs  I  alone 
had  interrupted,  I  turned  towards  the  er- 
ring wretch  befide  me,  with  whofe  flow* 
Vol..  I!.  X  ing 
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ing  blood  mine  mingled,  and  having  at- 
tefted  in  broken  accents  my  innocence, 
deigned  to  requcft  his  forgivenefs.  I  had 
no  longer,  however,  power  even  to  re- 
ceive it.  Extreme  weaknefs  blended  tor 
once  objects  ever  before  fo  diftind,  and 
I  ceafed  to  feel  for  the  lover,  or  dread  the 
hufband. 
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